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THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 



LECTUEE I. 

Befoee I begiQ with the immediate subject 
which brings me before your notice this 
eveniog, I would venture to crave your in- 
dulgence if my lisping, broken accents, and 
my limited attainments, should not reflect 
the credit upon your noble Institution which 
it so richly deserves. I humbly trust, that 
I you will kindly tate into consideration that 
it is comparatively but a short time since T 
began to pay attention to your language and 
Lterature. 

It is but little more than eight years 
since I landed on the shores of England, 
flud eight years to a day* since I arrived 



* October 28tb, 1845. 
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in your town of Liverpool, At a time when 
you, in all probability, Ettle thought of 
erecting such a magnificent edifice for so 
laudable a purpose. As for me, I posi- 
tively aver that I did not then entertain 
the least ambition of ever appearing be- 
fore you as lecturer in any shape what- 
ever, beiag then totally ignorant of your 
language. I trust, therefore, to your kind 
and well-known courtesy, that you will put 
the best construction you possibly can on 
my hnmble efforts. 

Whilst it would be unpardonable pre- 
sumption in me, seeing as I do before me 
such a host of learned and highly-gifted 
men, to imagine that there were not thoae 
present who, ftom more extensive reading, 
were not better acquainted w5th several, 
if not with all the subjects which will 
come before them in the progress of these 
lectures ; it would be, at the same time, 
regarded as mere affectation and false mo- 
desty if I pretended that there were not 
others less conversant with these subjects 
than myself, and to whom it may be in 
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1HP08TAHCE OF JEWISH HISTOBY, 3 

y power to impart some anfonnatLon which 
they may not before hare possessed. 

The history of the Jews^part of which 
I purpose bringing before you in this and 
fire following lectures — stands indeed as- 
sociated with all that is sublime in the re- 
trospect of the past, affecting in the con- 
templation of the present, and magnificent 
in the future history of mankind. 

No one who has any feeling at all can 
help manLfesting it at the mention of the 
name Jew — a name " big with a world of 
import." The Jew stands forth cntil the 
present day, in the face of the whole world, 
a living and lasting miracle — a mighty, 
though shattered monument, on every frag- 
ment of which is inscribed, in letters of the 
brightest gold, the truth of holy writ. No 
wonder, therefore, that Lord Rochester, when 
a conceited infidel (for such 13 the character 
of all infidels), was obliged to make the fol- 
lowing confession : " I reject all arguments 
with one single exception, that founded on 
the existence of the Jews ; that alone baffles 
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1 ANTIQUTTV OF THE JEWS. 

ray scriptural infidelily." I say, no one can 
lielp feeling interested in the history of the 
most ancient and venerable people on the 
face of the whole earth. The Jewish people 
can trace back their progenitors to the very 
cmdle of the human race : the nations about 
them are infantine when compared with 
their hoary antiquity. The following are 
the words, respecting them, of a, learned Eng- 
lish divine, father of the celebrated Addison, 
author of " The Spectntor :" — " This people, 
if any under heaven, may boldly glory of 
their antiquity and nobleness of descent ; 
there being no nation who can prove its 
pedigree by such clear and authentic he- 
raldry as the Jews. For,, though a ridicu- 
lous vanity hath tempted some to date their 
original before that of the world, and others, 
with great assurance, have made themselves 
sprung from their own soil, yet the Jews, by 
an unquestionable display through all pe- 
riods since the creation, can prove their de- 
scent from the first man. So that all other 
nations must have recourse to the Jewish 



THE INTENSE INTEREST T.IKES. 



H recoitls to clear their genealogies and attest 
their lineage." The interest in the history 
of Buch a people must at all times l>e in- 
tense, and, if at all times, more especially 
ISO now. 
It is a siugdar fact that, at this pres<iQt 
moment, that people draws the eyes of all 
the civilized nations with an intensity never 
experienced before. The facilities of loco- 
t motion have covered Syria and Palestine witli 
visitors of the carious, or the devout ; the 
claims of the rightful proprietors of Canaan 
engage the attention of the statesman ; the 
tide of worldly interest rails back upon the 
shores of Palestine ; and upon a question as 
to the possession of the land of promise, lately 
P depended, perhaps still depends, the peace of 
Europe, the fate of the habitable world. The 
ft dominion of the heathen Konian haa long 
since ceased, the conquest of the Khosroes 
is forgotten, the Saracens have passed away» 
the Crusaders and the Califs have alike 
crumbled into dust ; all those are gone, and 
JVC left scarcely a vestige behind, whilst the 
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6 SUBJECT OP THESE LECTURE*. 

-Tews are once more brought prominently into 
view. They exist still in very great num- 
bers, and in nil the separatednesG of their 
original character^ in spite of all the persecu- 
tions they have gone through. Howtmedid 
the Jew speak when he said, *' persecution 
cannot dismay us — time itself cannot destroy 
us." I repeat again, the interest in the his- 
tory of such a people must be intense- 

The portion of Jewish history to which I 
wish particularly to call your attention in 
t]ns Jirst series of lectures, is that connected 
with this country up to the year 1290, when 
all the Jews were banished by Edward the 
First. The second series, which I may de- 
liver at some future period, will form the 
history of the Jews from the time of Oliver 
Cromwell to our own day. 

DiiBcult as the historian may find it to 
fathom the origin of the first inhabitants 
who peopled this country, certain it is that 
the most difficult part of the same is that of 
the Jewish early introduction and establish- 
ment in this realm ; which is enveloped al' 
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most in impenetrable obscuritj. The sources 
from which we can draw any information at 
all on the sLbject, are very scanty: English 
historians afford us no information whatever, 
and neither have the ante-espulsion Jewa 
bequeathed us any records or ehronieles of 
their antiquities in this country. We are 
left therefore to conjecture from the glimmer- 
ing sparks which we now and then catch in 
the pages of foreign literature ; but no one 
can venture to fii a positive date to the first 
landing of the dispersed of Judah on the 
ahores of Britain. 

In order to prevent erroneous conclusions, 
however, it may be well just to state the 
probable reason why the ante-espulsion Jews 
yidd us no light on their early history. I 
am aware that prejudice will readily exclaim, 
as a reason, " The Jews had no learned men 
wnongst them to record their passing events ;" 
or, " They were too much absorbed in money 
getting, so that they could not find time to 
think of anything else/' But any one ac- 
quainted with the national character of the 



THE LITERART CHARACTER 

Jews, will at once produce an array of facts 
which will prove incontrovertibly the fallacy 
of such reasons. I haye already demon- 
strated elsewhere, that there never has been 
a period in their history when they were 
destitute of first rate genius and learning. 
It is a striking fact, that there is no science 
in which some Jewish name is not enrolled 
amongst its eminent promoters. They al- 
ways entertained a profound love for learn- 
ing, and were inspired with an uncontrollable 
energy in the pursuit of knowledge. They 
grace the literary psiges of Spain, as pre- 
eminent philosophers, philologists, physi- 
cians, astronomers, mathematicians, histo- 
rians, grammariana, orators, and highly-gift- 
ed poets.* D'Israeli does not improperly put 
the following sentence into Sidonia's mouth : 
"Ton never observe a great intellectual move- 
ment in Europe in which the Jews do not 
greatly participate"f — which he Uluatrates 



* See " the Fuudameat&l Principles of Moderu 
Judaism invGatigfited"— »" An Address to Cbristiana." 
f Caningabj, vol^ ii. p. 201, 
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by notorious facts, and which Dr. Wolff cor- 
roborates. But besides all this, we shall see 
from tlieir history in this country, even from 
the little that we can gather of it, that the 
ante-expulsion Jewis really had learned men, 
who were able even to vie with the most 
learned ecclesiastics of their day, as I shall 
show ia the progress of these lectures. Mr. 
Moses Samuel, a learned Jew of this town, 
(LiTerpool) obserTea — " Let me tell yon," 
addressing his brethren in this country, " that 
you had great men living in England eight 
hundred years ago. The sayings of the wise 
men of Norwich and of York are quoted 
in some of the additions made by the ex- 
pounders of the Talmud."* A modern Chris- 
tUu writer bears testimony to the same 
e^ct ; he says—" Their (i. e. Jews') schools 
afforded a far more superior education than 
those of the Christians, and the children of 
the latter were invariably instnicted in those 



* "Ad Address oo the Position of the Jews in 
Britain," p, 27. 
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schools in arithmetic and medicine, and also 
in higher branches of study."* 

But what then may the reason be for the 
melancholy deficiency of their own historical 
recnrda ? The probable reason strikes me to 
be this ; the severe ill-usages which have 
been their painful lot to encounter. For 
the history of the then Jews is an extremely 
dreary tale of woe. 

The Jewish historian tinds himself in the 
same dilemma in which Gildas, commonly 
called " the wise," found himself ; who sadly 
lamented (in the beginning of his epistle, in 
which he has undertaken to give some ac- 
count of the ancient British Church) the 
Want of any domestic monuments to give Itim 
certain information. " For," saith he, " \i 
there were any such, they were either burnt 
by our enemiea, or carried ao far by tha 
banishment of our coiintiymen, tliat they no 
longer appear, and therefore I was forced to 
pick (ip, what 1 could, out of foreign writers. 



* Knight's LondoD, part 31, p. Z. 
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H without any contiEued series." So it is with 

the Jewish historian. 
L Fearful iu length is the catalogue of the 
I massacres, extortions, and persecutions which 
W the Jews have sustained in this countty dur- 
ing the dark ages of its annals. Consider 
how manj times they were plundered, how 
often lire was set to their houaes, which de- 
atroyed all tlieir possessions. Behold them 
n at York, how that before they destroyed their 
I own persona, they first burnt every thing be- 
I longing to thetn — view them jugthefore their 
final banishment, robbed on every side — all 
which I shall show more fully in their proper 
places. J say, take all this into considera- 
tion, and the probable reason will suggest 
itself — viz., that the Jewish records perished 

I with their persons and other possessions. It 
is not t<iQ much to assume, for any one who 
knows the real character of the Jews, that 
they were in possession of valuable docu- 
ments relative to their earliest introduction 
into this country, but which were lost with 
the rest of their valuables, by which not only 
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they themselves sustained a great loss, but 
also their survivors. 

Deprived as we are of the Jewish own in- 
formation respecting this important inquii^ ; 
and silent as are the ancient English histo- 
rians about their first setting foot on Albion^s 
ground, which put it beyond the modern his- 
torian's power to ascertain the positive date 
of their doing so: still any one who, having 
paid critical attention to the subject, must 
come to the conoluaion that those English 
historians who "fixed the time of their in- 
troduction into this country to be coev^ 
with the Norman conquest, were wrong. It 
is highly probable that the Jews visited this 
country at a very early period. 

Be it recollected that the Jewish nation 
had been trained to be a wandering nation, to 
prepare them, no doubt, for their mighty dis- 
persion. Their progenitor, Abraham, seems 
to have been a type of the same, who wasconi- 
manded (Genesis, xii. 1), " Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy fathers house, unto a land that I will 
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show thee ;" and hU descendants have ever 
and anon manifested a peculiar migratory 
disposition, as you always find in holy 
writ. 

Methinis, however, I hear some one say, It 
may be all true that the Jews betrayed a 
migratory disposition at a very early period 
of their history, which must, however, be 
confined to the east, for surely it cannot be 
imagined that they travelled as far as the 
west, at a remote age; especially, when we 
take into consideration the rudeness of the 
state of navigation in those days. 1 would re- 
spectfidly call to such objectors' minds a 
statement of an eminent ancient writer — I 
mean Tacitus — who says that the first colo- 
nizing expeditions were performed by water, 
not by land •* and the result of research into 
the affinities of nations seems to have esta- 
blished, that at no time, however remote, has 
the interposition of sea presented much ob- 



* Nee terra o!im, 3ed classibusi ad?elicl)Witur, qui 
mntare sties quierebRiit.'^ 
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staclc to the migratory dispositions of man 
kind.* 

As I said before, howeyer^ that Abraham's 
deaoeadants were trained to be a wandering 
people, 80 say I, moreover, now, that they 
were trained to be a maritime nation ; in ' 
which pursuit we find them employed soon 
after they entered the land of promise. Not J 
only did they possess tlie small sea of Galli- 
lee, but they were pkced all along the upper 
border of the great, or Mediterranean, Sea j i 
and no sooner were they established in their i 
country than they began to be engaged in \ 
maritime affairs, as we read in sacred Jiis- 
tory (1 Rings, ix. 26-28)— "And King, 
Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion- « 
geher whieb is beside Elotb, on the shore of 
the Ked Sea, in the laud of Edom. And ^ 
Hiram sent in the navy his serTanta, ship- ■ 
men that had knowledge of the sea, with the 
servants of Solomon. And they came to i| 
Ophir, and fetched trom thence gold, four 

* See Appendix A. 
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iuodred and twenty talents, and brought it 
to King Solomon." 

As silso in chap. x. 22 — " For the king 
had at sea a navy of Tharshisli, with the 
Mvy of Hiram : once in three yeai-a came 
the nary of Tharshish, bringing gold, and 
si]rer, &c." 

The Israelites, therefore, had an upportu- 
nity of traversing the known world at a very 
early period of their history, nnd thus made 
known the wisdom of their hea^ven-taught 
monurch ] we caii, therefore, admit in the 
amplest magnitude of aigniflcation the nar- 
rative contained in verses 23-26 of the same 
uiiapter. " So King Solomon exceeded all 
tlie kings of the earth for riches and for wis- 
dom. 

" And aU the earth sought to Solomon, to 
hear his wiadom, which God had put in his 
heart. 

^' Ainf they brought every man his pre- 
sent, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, 
mi garments, and armour, and spices, horseSj 
and mules, a rate year by year. 
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16 THE PHffiNICIAN MARINE EXPEDITIONS. 

" And Solomon gathered together chariots 
and kursemeD : and he had a thousand and 
four huodred chariots, and twelve thousand 
liorsemeu, whom he bestowed in the cities 
for chariots, and with the king at Jeru- 
salem." 

It will be interesting to our subject to 
take a brief view of the navigating expedi- 
tions of the Phffinicians at that period, which 
was their most prosperous epoct, and who, 
with fiir more knowledge of the art of navi- 
gation than modern assumption gives them 
credit for, were to be seen in the Mediter- 
ranean, the Baltic, the Atlantic — every where 
upon the watei-s ; and in doing so, 1 must 
refer you to the twenty-seventh chapter o^' 
Ezekiel, where we have a concise, but pre- 
cise description of their marine expeditions, 
which is a3 fallows — " thou that art situate 
at the entry of the sea, which art a merchant 
of the people for many isles, thus suith the 
Lord God ; Tyrus, thou hast said I am 
of perfect beauty. 
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" Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, 
thy builders have perfected thy beauty. 

"■They have made all thy ship boards of 
fir trees of Senir ^ they have taken cedars 
from Lebanon to make masts for thee. 

"Of the oaks of Bashan have they made 
thine oars ; the company of the Ashurites 
have made thy benches of ivory, brought out 
rf the isles of Chittim. 

"Fine linen, with broidered work trom 
Egypt, was that which thou spreadest forth 
tfl he thy sail ; bine and purple from the 
is!ea of Elishah was that which covered thee. 

"The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad 
"ere thy mariners : thy wise men, Tyrus, 
that were in thee, were thy pilots. 

" The ancients of (iebal and the wise men 
thereof were in thee thy calkers ; all the 
^hips of the sea with theii" mariners were in 
tbee to occupy thy merchandize. 

" They of Persia, and of Lud, and of Phut, 
were in thine array, thy men of war ; they 
"BOged the shield and helmet in thee ; they 
9ftt forth thy comeliness. 
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" The men of Arvad with thine army were 
upon thy walls round about, and the Gam- 
madims were in tliy towers : they lianged 
their shields upon thy walls round about ; 
they have made thy beauty perfect. 

" Tharshish was thy merchant by reason of 
the multitude of all kind of riches ; with 
silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy 
fiiirs. 

" Javan, Tubal, and Mesbech, they were 
thy merchants : they traded tlie persons of 
men and vessels of brass in thy market. 

" They of the house of Togarmah traded, 
in thy fairs with horses, and horsemen, and 
males. 

" The men of Bedan were thy merchants ; 
many isles were the merchandise of tbine 
hand ; they brought thee for a present horns 
of ivory and ebony. 

"Syria was thy merchant by reason of the 
multitude of the wares of thy making : tbej 
occupied in thy fairs with emeralds purple, 
and bi'oidered work, and fine linen, and coral, 
and agate. 
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" Judah and the laad of Israel, they were 
thy merchants ; they traded in thy market 
wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, 
and oil, (tad balm. 

" Damascus was thy merchant in the mul- 
titude of the wares of thy making, for the 
multitude of all riches; in the wine of Hel- 
bon, and white wool. 

■' Dan also and Jnvan going to and tro, 
occupied in thy fairs ; hright iron, cassia, 
and calamus, were in thy market. 

" Dedan wag thy merchant in precious 
clothra for chariots. 

" Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, 
they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, 
and goats : in these were they thy mer- 
chants. 

'* The merchants of Shebo, and Raamah, 
they were thy merchants : they occupied in 
thy fairs with chief of all gpicea, and with 
ail precious atones, and gold. 

"Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the mer- 
chants of Sheba, Asshur, and Gliiimad, were 
thy merchants. 



THE MEANING OF T.UtSHISH. 

" These were thy merchaats in all sorts of 
things, ia blue clothes, and broidered wort, 
and in chests of rich apparel, bound with 
cords, and made of cednr, among thy tner- 
chaudise. 

" The ships of Taxshish did sing of thee in 
thy market, and thou wast replenished and 
made very glorious in the midst of the seas. 

" Thy rowers have brought thee into great 
waters ; the east wind hath broken thee in 
the midst of the seas." — Ezek. ssyii. 3-36. 

It would be beside my subject to enter 
into an. investigation, on this occasion, of all 
the places mentioned in thia portion of Scrip- 
ture. I will therefore con&ne myself to the 
meaning of Tarshish, which bears close 
connexioE with the object I have in view. 
After a rigorous and critical examination of 
different works written on it, I am led to 
adopt tlie vie^v of the profoundly learned 
Bofthart — viz., that the Tarshish of the Scrip- 
tures was the Tartessus of Spain, with a dis- 
trict around including Cadiz.* Let us view 

* See Appendix B. 
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ir a moment the state of Spain In ancient 
times. Its treasures of gold and silver were 
immensely vast. We read in Stmbo a de- 
scription of the natives bj Posidonius, who, 
he says, used mangers and barrels of gold 
and silver. Such a country could not fail 
being very attractive to the Phoenicians. 
Indeed, it is a well authenticated fact that 
the Phoenicians did trade to Carthage and 
Spain. 

But we also read of Israel's monarcli (1 
Kings, s. 21, 22)~"And all King Solomon's 

» drinking vessels were of gold, and all the ves- 
sds of the house of the forest of Lebanon were 
of pure gold ; none were of silver ; it was 
nothing accounted of in the days of Solo- 

»roDD. 
'* For the king had at sea a navy of 
Tharshish with the navy of Hiram : once in 
three years came the navy of TharshLsh, 
bringing gold, and silver, &c." Now if 
Tharshish be Spain, the conclusion is inevi- 
table, the Israelites must have visited the 
western countries in the days of Solomon. 



22 TWO MONUMENTS FOUND IN SPAIN. 

TLe conolasion resulting from the exami 
nation, of the meaning ofTarshish^ is ooa 
firmed by two very ancient sepulchral monu- 
ments found in Spaiit. As these moauments 
attracted the attention of the learned Chris- 
tian antiq^uarians about two hundred years 
ago, it may not be uninteresting to give b 
short sketch of their hiatoiy, and especially 
since they form an important link in the 
chain, of evidence of the very early wander 
ings of the Jews. 

The Duke of Savoy, formerly viceroy of 
Valencia, presented Francis Gozanga, Bishop 
of Mantua and General of the rranoiscans, 
with a manuscript which was originally dedi- 
cated to Alfonso Duke of Segorbe and Count 
of Ampuriag, written in an antique Spanish 
dialect, in which the ruins of Sagimtum are 
noticed. After many Soman monuments 
being described, a sepulchral monument, bear- 
ing a Hebrew epitaph, is mentioned as being 
of fer greater antiquity than the Roman 
monuments ; for the characters were more 
ancient than the square alphabet now in ugCj 




which must have been the Samaritan, as 
those charEictcrs were used by the Hebrews 
prior to their Babylonish captivity. In con- 
sequence of the stone being much fractiireii 
and defaced, the following conid only be de- 
f cyphered, but which gives ua still a some- 
what correct idea of its date. It rune thus : 



I of which the following is the Spanish manu- 
script version : — " De Adoniram la fossa es 
lerta, que vigne Salome del Re eervent dia, y 
[mori tribut lo pera rebre. . . ." The 
following is a literal English translation : — 
" This h the grave of Adoniram, the servant 
of King Solomon, who came to collect the 
-tribute, and died on the day. . % ." 
■ The Bishop of Mantua published a history 
of the Franciscan order, in. which he men- 
tioned, on the authority of the manuscript 
alluded to, the existence of the above-raen- 



* See Appeadix C. 
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tioned monument. Villalpando, a learned 
Jesuit and a shrewd critic, read the book, 
but not being willing to put implicit confi- 
deuce m the bishop's startling assertion, 
desired his brethren, the Jesuits, who lived 
in Murviedro, a beautiful little place built 
from the ruins of Saguntum, to mate great 
search for that particular stone on the site 
described ; his request was complied with ; 
an investigation was instituted. The Mur- 
viedro natives immediately pointed out » 
large stone near the gate of the citadel, which 
was commonly called by the natives, " The 
Stone of Solomon's Collecb3r." There was 
an almost obliterated Hebrew inscription on 
the self-same stone, but not corresponding to 
the one looked for : which we shall presently 
notice. There was, however, a manuscript 
chronicle preserved in the town, in which 
they found the following entry i " At Sa- 
guntum, in the citadel, in the year of our 
Lord 1480, a little more or less, was dis- 
covered a sepulchre of surprising antiquity. 
It contained an embalmed corpae, not of the 
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usual stature, but toller than is cominua. It 
had, and still retains oa the front, two lines 
in the Hebrew langQage and characters, the 
.sense &f which is — ' The sepulchre of Adoni- 
[lain, the servant of King Solomon, who came 
[hitlter to collect tribute.' Of this Arioniram, 
tlie servant of Solomon, mention is made in 
I the 6th chapter [14th verse] of the first book 
[of Kin^, and more expressly in the 4th 
chapter [6th verse] of that book. The He- 
brew letters rendered into Roman are these : 
I'Ze hu keber Adoniram ebed ha Melee Se- 
[lomo, seba ligbot et Lammas, voniptar yom.' " 
Id page 112 of the same chronicle they 
[found the following : " The marble mauso- 
eum of surprising antiquity, which was dis- 
[covered at Baguotum in the year of our 
1482, and wae inscribed with the 
brew letters which are these in Eomon, 
' Ze hu keher," &c. [as above], still exists in 
iciCfidel before the outer gate." Villalpan- 
did not stop there ; he succeeded in pos- 
himself afterwards of a careful copy 
augh others of his order) of some otlier 
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manuscript, which makes honourable mei 
tiott of tlie same monument. 

Were the rabbles the originators of thii 
circumstance, t would certainly have heaj 
tatetl before I brought it before you ; no 
because I think tbat evcrtf thing rabbinical 
is of nece^ity absurd, ridiculous^andfalse; bu 
in order to conciHate the strong prejudices o 
some who do tliink so, and treat eoery tkin^ 
coming from that quarter with contempt ; aut 
generaliy, because they do not understand 
them. Not a word of the whole transaction 
is mentioned by any of the rahbies. Tha 
investigation was set on foot by Christian 
authors of great learning and extensive read- 
ing. Nor can it be sdd that it was a. gtorf 
conjured up by the Jesuits. There was no oV 
ject in their doing so. They were never friend 
ly to any thing Jewish : and in Villalpando's 
time the most Tenomoua animosity prevailed 
in their breast against every thing Jewial 
Again, if their object was to deceive, wb 
did they not make out the inscription on tli< 
monument which the natives have point© 
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out to them, to correspond with the one re- 
corded in the Duke of Savoy's ancient maou.- 
script. There is not the remotest affinity 
betweea the two epitaphs. All the incidental 
circumstancea connected with those monu- 
meats seem to me to conspire to attest that it 
irns not their otject to deceive in this mutter. 
Now, I wish to call your attention for a 
minutes to the inscription which Villal- 
'jando's friends discovered ontLestone pointed 
tiut to them hj the natives. It ia the follow- 
5, according to their decyphering :_ 

mo iipb nsj pKB" 
. . . n'SDM tSo tp mm 



The inscription, as tlms given, though, it 
makes rhyme, certainly moikes no sense what- 
erer. To say the least, it is very bad Hebrew, 
if Hebrew at all ; and is enough to puzzle the 
worst Hebrew scholar to make any sense of it.* 

*Tbe author has met with moDy indjtfi^reiit linguists 
who were qiiick«T in makiagseDseofabsclcompoaitiotL 
thou many learned philologials. 
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Strange to say, however^ there were fouiii 
such bad Hebrew scholars, who were able to 
favonr the world with a literal translation, 
as they think, of the inscription ; and it J* 
the following : " Of Oran Nebahh, the Pre- 
sident, who rebelled against his prinee, Tki 
Lord has taken him . . . and his glorj 
to King Amaziah." The only words whifih. 
I conceive to be Hebrew are iVio Marahy 
which has been translated " rebelled," instead 
of bitter ; .T yah, the Lord ; and n'Tca* i>0 
Melech Amaziah, King Amaziah. I can- 
didly confess, that were I asked to translate 
the above, I would have humbly acknow- 
ledged my ignorance, without the least com- 
punction. I find, however, in an old 
Hebrew book, called Wi *yii Darcat/ JVfr 
am, or " Ways of PleasantnesB " ( written 
by R. Moses, bar Shem Tob, Aben ChariT, 
above a, century before Tillalpando instv 
tuted the inquiry), an account of an egt 
taph which, I have no doubt, is none oth^i 
but the same with the one which the Je 
suits attempted to decypher ; and the & 
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lowing is the rabbi's account of it according 
to his own words ; " When I was in the 
kingdom of Valencia, at the synagogue of MoF' 
vitri [Murriedro], all the people at the gate, 
as well as the elders informed me, that a sepul- 
chral Monument existed there, of a prince of 
the army of Amaziah, King of Jadah ; I has- 
tened, therefore, to inspect it. The monu- 
ment stands, on the summit of a hill ; whither 
hamg ascended with labour and fatigue, I 
read the inscription, which was in verse, and 
as follows :^ 



ma 'jips na'p IMS' 
* : rr vipb Snj nirS 

"Ruse with a bitter voice, a lamentation 
for the great prince; the Lord has ta,keii him." 

I could not read more ; but at the con- 

elusion was the word n'xoic'? " To Ama- 

\mii." It seems evident that there was 

more than one Hebrew monument at Mur- 

viedro. 

* Aiij one acquainted with the Samafitan nlphsbet 
, can easily trace the blunders in the Jesuits' Tersion of 
*tbe Mme. 
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Ihesit&te not in SAjing that, after having 
examined rigorously these and rarious other 
evidences bearing on the same question, I 
see no reason for disbelieving that there were 
Jews in Spain in the time of David sod So- 
lomon — startling aa it may appear. It is 
easy indeed to treat the arguments of a 
young lecturer with a sneer, and to resolve 
them into the rashness, or conceit, of inex- 
perience ; allow me to suggest, however, that 
denial is not answer, and that of all logic 
flat contradiction is hy far the most illo- 
gical, 

Tnialpando did certainly not arrive liastily 
at his conclusion ; but it was aftermature con 
sideration that he decided that there existed 
colonies of Hebrews all over the world, in the 
reigns of David andSolomon, and that theHe- 
brews thus scattered remitted large sums of 
money for the erection and support of the 
temple.* 

The short time allotted for a lecture of 

* See Appendix D. 
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this kind, prevents me from dwelling much 
longer now on this subject. To do justice to 
this investigation would require a whole se- 
ries of lectures, exclusively,on it.* I proceed, 
therefore, at once tfl trace the probable foot- 
steps of the Israelites into Britain. 

Taking for granted that it is highly pi"o- 
hable that the Jews viaited Spain in the days 
of David and Solomon, in compaay with the 
Phffiuician merchaats ; may we not extend 
the probability also to Britain ? 

Appian tells us, that the Spaniards of his 
time used to perform the passage to Britain iu 
half a day.f Britain was a place of attraction 
to mercantile [lersons at a very early period^ 
and London was styled by the ancicnls^ at a 
remote date, " nobite emporium" There 
remaineth now no doubt whatever respect- 
ing the early intercourse between the Phte- 
nicians and the Britons — all historians are 
imanimous upon it. 



* See App«iiJi:( E. 

I Quando in BritanDism, uDii cum seslu maris 
tiansvehimtuT quee quidem trajectio dimidiati diet 
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Sir Isaac Newton tells ns, "With the« 
Pl]CGniciang came a sort of men sliilled in r&- 
ligioua mystei-ies." Might they not haw 
been Jews ? True it is that wg cannot 
appeal to monuments in order to establish 
our position ; but we can, at the same time, 
appeal to the languages of the Hebrews flnA 
ancient Britons, which fiimish a strong ar- 
gument that they have known something orl 
each other. 

I begin with the name your country 
bears, viz. Britain. Various are the con- 
jecturcB which antiquarians and philologiste 
advanced in order to account why this island 
is BO called. Herodotus calls the British 
\aie8 Ccbssiferides, which signifies, the islands 
of tin. It ia a name whereby the Phoeni- 
cians jealously contrived to conceal from 
their Mediterranean neighbours the locality 
of these islands, being the remote sources of 
their wealth. Now, Strabo calls Britain 
BpeTuviictj. Bochart, a profound Oriental 
scholar, shows that BpeTavtmi is a corrup- 
tion of the Hebrew words v** """^ Barat- 
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Anach^ which are In sigoificatioD the snine 
wibh Cassiterides.* Is it not highly probable 
that Jews came over to this island with the 
Phffinicians, and named it accordiug to its 
peculiar quality ; which designation was ul- 
timately adopted by the aborigines when 
they began to have intercourse with the 
Jews. 

Any one having paid critical attention tvi 
the early history of this country, can scarcely 
[r&maia in doubt as regards the existence of an 
liiititnate acquaintance between the Jew& and 
the old Britons or Welch. Aa eminent Cornish 
scholar of last century, who devoted a great 
[deal of his time to prove the affinity between 
Lthe Hebrew and Welch languages, observes,! 
'• It would be difficult to adduce a single ar- 
ticle or form of construction in the Hebrew 
grammar, but the same is to be found in 
[Welch, and that there are many whole sen- 
[tenoes in both languages exactly the same in 
lie very words." From two columns of quo- 

•See Appcndii I". 

tSee Moullily Magazine, 1796, vol. ii. p. 543. 
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tations, which he adduces, I select the fol- 
lowiog for your satisfaction, and shall trans- 
late them according to the Welch ; — 

Bern Elyv, 
Aeared ones of power, — Ps. xxix. 1. 

o'rio ,Trra 

Mychweii Methiou, 
Thou dost quickca those tbnt have failed. 

:ipv rviNJ Sj nK yist uSd 

By-Uwug odaa-ydb holl neuadh lago, 

The Lord has snaUowed up all the taheruHcles of 

Jacob.— Lam. ii. 2. 

IPX' nn'a yn 

DjTBc butb-hi qi-i-aengjd, ^^ 

The aveime of her dwclliug he would go to tread. — 
PrOT. Wi. 8. 

mo nin ^s nnii' nn»3 ':^^ftt' »3ti 

Dyrticci s&[ buth-hi ea-warededh ill cadeiriau ni&th. 
That leads to Tilenessi is her abade, going the de- 
scent to the seat of failing. — Prov. vii, 27. 

D^ipn 1^0 utiSn mnt nr\» Tna 

Barwch wytti ia el-eini maclog y-bnjlma, 

Seftt of inciease art tbou. Supreme, our intellcctnal 

power, poBseasOF of the space of revolution.* 

* The first Bcnteuce of almost all Jewish thaDks- 
givings to tbia v«ry Haj. 
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H D-rhtt Sy 'j'm 

^r Meigen-i hwjl elyr. 

My protection is from the InteUigenceB. — Pa. vii- 11. 

"iii33n "fpD Min AIMS ni,i» "iiasn "(?o ht sfia'o 

Pj- yw-o $j' mftclcc y-carnd I-A-YW-VO eavwjfld 

yw-o maeloc y-Gavatl. Sels. 
Whoiahe thatispossessQrofattiuniiients? I THAT 
AM HIM of hosts, he is the pcisses^r of attain- 
^ ment — Bebold. — Ps. xxiv, lO.* 

B Now, if the aborigines Britons knew not 
the Jew3, Tvhere could they have got hold of 
such whole Hebrew, purely Hebrew, sen- 
tences ? I gay, then, again^ la it not highly 
probable, if not demonstrated, that the Jews 
visited this island at a very early period, and 
tried to teach the natives the lessons which 
they have themaelves learned ? 

They possessed already the simple but 



I 

I 



* This psssnge must have been h great favourite 
with the Jews. The whole of the twenty-fourth 
Fsftlm 19 supposed to have keen written for, and sung 
on the occasion of the removal of the ark. bj- David to 
Jemsalem. It is m&reoTer aupposed, and ferj justly, 
that this Fs&liii had \ma employed when the ark 
ms carried into the majestic temple which Solo- 
mon had erected. The Lerites are regarcEed aa ap- 
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most suWime Mosaic records, written above 
1000 years before the history of Herodotus; 
the Psalms and Proverbs ■written 1040 years 
before Horace ; and probably Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, for tlicy were written 700yrars before 
Virgil. Many Jews were fathers in literature 
before any of the prtisent nations, eapecially 

proacbing iii solenan procossion, bearing the sacred 
depository of Bacniniental treasures. As the/ ap- 
proached the massiTi! gates, they fltkimed admission for 
the King of Glory, who was perpetually to dwell be- 
tween the cherubim that sboiitd overshadow the ark, 
in the words of the Psalmist, "Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, aad he ye lift up, je everlasting doO'rs, 
an^ the King of Glory shall come in !" The fce^ 
ers pf the gate» are supposed to have heard the 
Bumnions, and they demanded from within, "Who 
is this King of Glory ?*' The answer was, "The Lord 
strong tkoA mighty in battle ;" and then we are to ima- 
gine the ponderous gates thrown open, and the gor- 
geous throng of priests and Lcvites pressing towards 
the recesses of the sanctuary. Such a glorious scene 
could not fail to make a lasting impression on the 
Israelite's mind, and cause him to adopt the above 
paasag« alluded to as a motto for his God, of whom 
he }iad e-very reaaou to be proud. It is not at all un- 
likely that the aborigines Britons ultimately chose the 
same aa their motto r 
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those of Europe, had their existence. Did 
lAme permit,* I would haye called your at- 
tention to some of the proper names which 
have prevailed among the aborigines Britons, 
as Solomon^ of which name, accordiug to 
Xloyd'a Cambria, they anciently had three 
kings. We read of a Duke of Cornwall, 
Solomon by name, openly professing Chria- 
, tianity about the middle of the fourth cen- 
Mtury; Dnniel, also Abraham, Asaph, and 
BAdam, from which circumstance some anti- 
qnarians attempted to prove that the Welch 
are descendstnts of the children of IsraeLf I 
think thiit I am very moderate in endeavour- 
ing only to establish a probability of the Jews 
B mixing with the Britons earlier than it is 
^kperally supposed. 

^F It may not be out of place here to state 

"that "The isles afar off" (Jer. xxxi. 10) 

were supposed by the ancients to have 

been Britannia, Scotia, and Hibernia. The 

following statement was made by a cele- 

* See Appendix G. 

t S«e Jewish Expositor, iS28, pp. 125-130. 
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brated and venerable divine of the Church 
of England, when pleading the cause of 
the " London Society for promoting Chris- 
tianity amongst the Jews" — I mean the Rev. 
Dr. Marsh :— "The command is to declare the 
Lord's purpose concerning Israel ' in the isles 
afar off' (the expression always used by the 
Hebrews for these islands — known to them 
through the reports of the merchants of 
Tyre — Britanniaj Scotia, andHibcmia). The 
proclamation is to be made here." This 
notion receives additional force from, ihe 
commatid contained in the 7th ver3e of tie 
same chapter. " For thus saith the Lord, 
sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout 
among the chief of the nations : publish 
ye^ praise ye, and say, Lord, save thy 
people, the remnant of Israel. 

" Hear the word of the Lord, ye nations, 
and declare it in the isles afar off, and say. 
He that scattereth Israel will gather him, and 
keep him as a shepherd doth his flock." 

The prophet seems to hthold Britain in 
his visioB. There can be no doubt that Bri- 
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tain is now the chief of the nations. Her 
mooarch's territory is one upoE which the 
sun never aets^ The espresaion *' The end 
of the worldj'^ mentioned in Isaiah Ixil. 11, 
is also supposed to mean Britain, which was 
a common appellation for this island in re- 
mote ages. An expression which readily 
brings to our mind the phrase 



. . . ulcimoa 
Orbis Britannos." 



^^^T wish now to call your attention to another 
W circumstance, which also gives colour to the 

Iidea^ that the Jews visited this country 
earlier than is generally supposed. 
There existed once a very amicable alliance 
between the Hebrews and the Komans. It 
is a well-known fact, that many Jews served 
as soldiers iu the Roman army ; they resided 
in great numbei-s at Rome and other western 
countries in the days of the Csraars. Jose- 
phon ben Gorion informs us that when Julius 
became Caesar, Hyrcanus sent messengers 
to Rome to renew the alliance, which had 
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juat then expired. Now (b. c. 55) Csesar 
invaded Britain twice, and defeated its gal- 
lant natives in several battles, and compelled 
them to give hostages, and ultimately planted 
the Koman standard in this country. Why 
should it be a thing unlikely that the Jews 
went with him as warriors into Gaul, and 
aided in his contjuests, and from thence ac- 
companied him into Britain, and remained 
here under the protection of the Roman ban- 
ner. For to assist each other in war waa 
juat in accordance with their original agree- 
ment^ which ispreserved in the 1st book of the 
Maccabees, viii. 22-29j and which is as fol- 
lows ; — " This is the copy of the epistle whic^ 
the senate wrote tack again, in tables of hrass, 
and sent to Jerusalem, that there they might 
have by them a memorial of peace and con- 
federacy : — 

"GoodiSuccGSsbe to the Romans, and to the 
|ieople of the Jews, by s»i and by land ibi 
ever : the sword also and enemy be far from 
them. If there come first any war upon 
the Romans, or any of their confederates 
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BETWEEIS THE JEWS AW» THE ROMANS. 

throughout all their dominionj the people 
of the Jews shall help them, as the time 
shall be appomtedj with all their heart. 
Neither shall they give any thing unto 
them ttiat make war upon them, or aid them 
with victuals, weapons, money, or ships, as 
it hftth seemed good unto the Romans, but 
they shall keep their covenaut without taking 
any thing therefore. In the same manner 
also, if war come first upon the nation of 
the Jews, the Komans shall help them with 
all their heart, according as the time shall 
be appointed them. Neither shall victuals 
be given to them that take part against them, 
or weapons, or money, or ships, as it hath 
seemed good to the Romans, hut they shall 
keep their covenants, and that without de- 
ceit- According to these articles did the Ro 
mang make a covenant with the people of the 
Jews." 

A copy of a letter preserved in Josephon 
ben Gorion, which the Jews of Asia sent to 
Hyrcanus and to the nobles of Judah, con- 
tains the following passage : — 



AUGUSTUS EDICT IS FAVODK OF 

" Be it knovrn tx) yott tbtit Augustus Caesar 
sent, by the advice of his ally, Antoninus, 
thraiighout all the countries of his dominion, 
as far us beyond the Indian Sea, and as far as 
beyond the British terntory, and commanded 
that in whatever place there he man or 
woman of the Jewish race, servant or hand- 
maiden, to set them free without any redemp- 
tion money. By the command of Cicsar 
Augustus and his ally, Antoninus.''* 

In the TIT nns, or " Branch of David," 
ii Jewish chronicle of sorac importance, writ- 
ten by Rabbi David Ganz, we have the follow- 
ing paragraph : — 

"A. M. 4915. — Ceesar Augustus was u 
pious and God-fesTing man, and did execute 
judgment and justice, and was a loTer of Is- 
rael. And as to that which is recorded in tho 
beginning of the book, ' Sceptre of Judah,' 
that Cffisar Augustus caused a great slaaghte 
amongst the Jews, his informant deceivetl 
him, for 1 have not met even with a hint res- 

* See Appendix H, 
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pecting it in all the chroniclea I have ever 
seen. On the contrary, in all their [i. e. Gen- 
tile] annals, and also in the fifteenth chapter 
of Josephon , it is recorded that he was a faith- 
ful friend of Israel. He also records in the 
forty-seventh chapter, that this Caesar sent 
an epistle of freedom to the Jews in all the 
countries of his dominion ; to the east as far 
as beyond the Indian Sea, and to the west 
as far as beyond the Britiish territory (which 
is the country Angleterre, and which is de- 
Mgnated Englan4 in the lingua jTanca.")* 
The Jews in this country chronicle the 
same event, annually, in their calendar ; 
in the following words :- — "Augustus's edict 
IK infeyour of the Jews in England, C. M. 15," 
J, An ingenious antiquary of the seventeenth 
if WDtury, Mr. Richard Waller by name, came 
t t« the same conclusion in consequence of a 
e curious Roman brick which was found in his 
al time in Loudon, when digging up the foun- 
» ilatjon of a house in Mark-lane. The brick 
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had on one aide a bass-relief, representing 
Sampson driTing the foxes into a field of 
corn. The whole circumstance is thus re- 
lated in Leland'8 Collections, in the preiaee 
to tlie first ■volume, pp. 70, 7 1 : — 

" And now I shall take notice of a very 
great curiosity found in the Mark-lane— 
more properly called Mart-lane, it being a 
place where the Romans, and not improbably 
the ancient Britains, used to barter their 
commodities, aa tin, lead, &c, with, other na- 
tions, it may be the Greeks, "who often came 
into this island to purchase the like goods. 
• , . , . , The curiosity I am speak- 
ing of ia a briok, found about forty years 
since [«'. e. about 1670], twenty-eight feet 
below the pavement, by Mr. Stockley, aa he 
was digging the foundation of an house that 

he built for Mr. Wolley 

This brick is of a Roman make, and was a 
key-brick to the arch of a vault where a 
quantity of burnt corn was found. 'Tis made 
of ciirious red clay, and in bass-relief on the 
front hath the figure of Sampson putting fire 
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to the foxes' tayles, and driving them into 
a field of com. This brick is deposited in 
the museum belonging to the Royal Society's 
liouae,neet-atreet." Dr.Leland then giveaan 
extract from a letter of Mr. Itichard Waller, 
which is the following : " How the story of 
Sampson should be known to the Romans^ 
much less to the Britains, so early ailer the 
propagation of the Gospel, seemg to be a great 
doubt, except, it should be said, that some 
JeiPSy after the final destruction of Jerusa- 
lem^ should wander into Britain ; and London 
beings even ia Ciesar's time, a port or trad- 
ing city, they might settle here, and in the 
arch of their granary record the famous story 
of their delivery from their captivity under 
the Philiatinea." 

All these circumstantial evidences are 
sufScietit, to my mind, to establish a proba- 
bility, at least, that the Jews visited this 
country at a i-emote age. 

Baronins may therefore be right after all, 
that St. Peter preached the Gospel in Bri- 
,, notwithstanding the learned Stilling- 
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fleet's opposition. The principal argument 
which the Bishop of Worccater advances 
against St. Peter's visiting this island for 
the purpose of preaching the Gospel, is, 
that St- Peter was emphatically called the 
" Apostle of the Circumcision ;" but — argues 
the learned prelate — -as there were no Jews 
in Britain at that time, consequently Ba- 
ronius must be wrong. With aU due de- 
ference to the most learned Stiliingfleet, I 
venture to say, that his lordship took for 
granted what remains to be proved. Baro- 
nius himself must certainly hare been con- 
vinced that there were Jews in this realm in 
the days of the Apostles, or else he must have 
contradicted himself. He states that, until 
the 65th year of our Lord, the Gospel was 
preached to none but to the Jews ; but he 
also tells us, that a. d. 61, Peter came over 
to Britain in order to preach the Gospel, 
Of course, he must have meant, to the Jews 
of Britain. 

Lippomanus declares, and Nicephorus 
makes use of his declaration^ that St. Petre 
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'preached also to the Britons ; " for he car- 
ried," says the latter, " the same doctrine to 
the Western Ocean and to the British Isles. " 
But methioks I hear one say, Suppose 
there were a fQvr Jews in this island, would 
that cireumstctnce afford St. Peter sufficient 
encouragement and invitation to ™it it. I 
answer, yes — there was encouragement and 
invitation enough for an apostle to the Jews 
to travel such a great distance. The Jews, 
l>eing thus far removed from JeruBalemj had 
no opportunity of hearing any thing of the 
awftil scene that was exhibited on Calvary, 
tliey would, therefore, be free from al] the 
prejudices which prevailed in the breasts of 
their brethren in Palestine. The apostle 
might, therefore, calculate on sure success, 
for he would come to them, and preach the 
things noted in their Scriptures of truth re- 
siK;cting their Messiah, who was then uni- 
versaJly expected by them. St. Peter would 
unfold to them the ninth chapter of the Book 
of the Prophet Daniel, where the time of 
Messiah's first advent was ftsed, as also that 
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He was to ^' be cut oS, but not for hiniself ;' 
all of which Is, to uaprejudiced and unbiassed 
miDds, so self-evident, that the then British 
Jews could not but believe, especiaUy when 
preached by a holy and pious countryman of 
their own. Dr. Wolff's last journal of his 
travels to Bokhara convinces me, that where 
the Jews are ignorant of the controversy at 
issue between Jews and Christians, the Gm- 
pel meets with an easy and favourable recep- 
tion by them, as you will perceive from the 
following extract : — 

" Here I may as well notice the Jews of 
Yemen generally. While at Sanaa, Mose 
Joseph Alkaree, the chief rabbi of the Jews, 
called on me. He is an amiable and sensible 
man. The Jews of Yemen adhere uniquely 
to the ancient interpretation of Scripture in 
the passage (Isaiah, vii. 14), 'A virgin shall 
conceive," and they give to the word nn^i- 
the same interpretation, virgin, that die 
Christiana do, without knowing the history 
of Jesus. Rabbi Alkaree asserted, that in 
Isaiah, liii. the suffering of the Messiali is 
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cribed as anterior to his reiga in glory, 
lie inlbrmed me that the Jews of Yemen 
neTer returned to Jerusalem after the Baby- 
lonish captivity ; and that wlien Ezra wrote 
a letter to the princes of the captiyity at 
Tanaan — a day's journey from Sanaa — in- 
nt'mg them to retui-n, they replied, ' Daniel 
predicts the murder of the Messiah, and aiio- 
tler destruction of Jerusalem and the Tem- 
ple, and therefore we will not go up until 
He shall have scattered the power of the holy 
people, until the thoustind two hundred and 
ninety days are over.' I demanded, ' Do 
you consider these days to be literal days ?' 
The Alkarec repliedj ' No ; but we do expect 
the coming of the Messiah from the coramo- 
tJrms now going on at Yemen. We think 
hu begins to come from Teman, i. e., Yemen, 
for you see the tents of Gushan are now in 
affliction, and the curtains of Midian tremble. 
There is now war in the wilderness unpre- 
cedented in our memory. There are twelve 
pites at Sanaa. As soon as one of them — the 
Bab Alstraan, which is always kept closed — 
Js opened, we expect Him. Eechab and 

D 
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Haindan are before it' I then expounded 
Isaiah, liii., and read him the holj history of 
Jesus. He said, ' Your exposition is in Iwtr 
ter agreement vrith the ancient interpreta- 
tion ; I approve it mach more than that of 
our nation, which ascribes the passage to Jo- 
siah.' This kind Jew assisted me in the dis- 
tribution of Testaments among his. people. 
Sanaa contuins 15,000 Jews. In Yeniea 
they amount to 20,000. I conceive the tctaf 
l»pulation of the Jews throughout the world 
amounts to 10,000,000. I baptized hereaix- 
teen Jtiws,aiid left them all New Testaments/* 

The latest intelligence we received from 
Persia bears testimony to the same strUdBg 
fact. The following is an extract from a 
letter of the Ket. H. A. Stern, dated Teh- 
ran, June 19, 1845 : — 

"May 16th, Kermanshah. — We were 
visited by Hassan Khan Kalentar : he iraa 
Very polite, and offered us the use of liii 
house, but we declined his offer, prefer- 
ing to remain where we were. We wen 

• Vol, i. p. GO. 
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Jewish quarter, which is situated 
ke lowest part of the town, and in^ 
Id for the synagogue. A crowd of Jews 
kly Burrounded us, and conducted m 
t. We had to wait several minutes 
E a mesaenger was despatched for the 
^ On entering, we descended into an 
Emely poor place of worship, affording 
strongest evidence of the poverty and 
jESsion of the Jewa here. They told us 
fthey had repeatedly laid down expensive 
tots, and ornamented the booka of the 
Ibnt the soldiers had as often broken in 
pght, and stolen every article of value, 
then called upon one of the mullahs or 

r, and preached Jesus of Nazareth to 
He confessed he had never heard of 

I. 

Wessage of salvation, and was entirely 
tent of every thing respecting a lie- 
fcer. He repeatedly said, ' Did our fore- 
fcrs BO err?' Duriug our conversation 
■re&ter part of the Jewish population 
Icrowded round the door, and the pople 
\ anxiously listening to what was said. 

d2 




ISVITED TO ADDRESS THEM 

" May 17 til. — We went again to the syn 
gogue, and liad scarcely entered before wi 
were called up to the oratory. The mullahj 
with Vfiiora we had the conversation after 
our former visit, said he was very sorry that 
we did not come before the reading of the h% 
as h.e would have conferred the honour upol 
ns. Some of the Jew3 gave us vases of roses 
which were standing near the reading-desk; 
and at the conclusion of the service, tifO 
of the mulltihs and another influential Jew 
requested the congregation to remain quid 
while we addressed them. We did so 
for some time, on the first advent of the 
Messiah, his rejection by the Jewish nation 
his sufferings, and atonement, the reason c 
his coming in humility the first time, and 
his future coming in glory. We entreatei 
them to believe in Christ, and no longer t 
reject the proffered salvation. 

" OnE OF THE Mullahs — ' We are in cap 
tivity, and groan under oppression. Wha 
can we do ?' 

" I — ' Believe in Jesus Christ, and he wil 
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'edeein you. It grieves us much to see you 
scattered like sheep without a shepherd — in- 
stead of hearing the lovely songs of Zion, to 
hear the wailings of affliction. Shall the 
gold always remain dim, and the sword al- 
ways reek with your blood ? No : come to 
' Jesus, hear the blessed Gospel, and you will 
then find peace here and life eternal here- 
after.' Upon which, the whole synagogue — 
men, women, and children — loudly answered, 
'Amen ! speedily, speedily ; and may the 
Messing of God rest upon your heads !' We 
ipoke Hebrew, and the miillahs interpreted 
^ we said to the people. We gave each of 
the mullahs a New Testament, and presented 
1 Bible to the synagogue. Thus were we en- 
abled, hy God's grace, to preach Christ to no 
less than three hundred soula^ o-nd in a pub- 
h synagogue. 

" As we were on our way home, one of the 
mullahs sent a messenger to invite us to his 
house ; but his wife being ill, and he poor, 
we did not accept the invitation."* 



'■ See Jewiah Iat&Uii»i)ce. 1S45. r>n. 362, 363. 
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But Dr. WoliTs late enterprise couvinca 
us, likewise, that it is possible for a man whi 
is inBpir&d with benevolence and zeal, to tr» 
vel 5,000 miles, in order to deliver two fel* 
low-creatures only. Considering the supe- 
riority of the Apostle's mission, there will hi 
no reason to object to the probiibjlity of 8t 
Peter's visiting the Jews in this island, kit 
as they may have been, in order to rescna 
them from that eternal death which evei 
dying never die^. 

As to St. Paul's being one of the firs 
heralds of aalvatiou in this island, then 
can scareely be any doubt on the subject 
Indeed, if we do not believe it we must maki 
up our minds to reject all the hitherto lu; 
thentie historians. By them we can proti 
to a demonstration, that St Paal did preac 
the Gospel in Britain. However, as ' 
prove this k not my object at present, 
shall, therefore, only confine myself to a ie 
writers on the subject. 

Dr. Burgess, late Bishop of Sarum, one Q 
the most learned and pious hishops ofou 
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Cliiirchj has shown most satisfactorily, in the 

p tracts he ptiblisheil, that whilst to the Apos- 

itles generally — to St. Paul most particularly 

' is Britain indebted for tiie foundation of her 

national Church. Clemens Romanus, who 

(Tas an intimate friend and fellovr-labourer 

of St. Panl, declares in his Epistle to the 

Conntliians, that " St. Paul hnviog been a 

Iierald of the Gospel both in the east and in 

tbe west, he received the noble crown of 

faith, after teaching righteousness to the 

whole world, and gone even, itri to rlpfia 

rij^ Jujffffctu^, to the utmost bounds of the 

west :"' an expression, well known to every 

Bckolar, that always designated, or at least 

included, the British Islands. 

Theodoret, one of the moat learned and 

Mund Church historians of the fonrtli cen- 

ttury, mentions Britain among the nations 

[which had received the Groapd. He states 

^in his observations on Psalm cxvi., that 

"Paul carried salvation to the islands 

which lie in the ocean." Jerome shortly 

afterwards writes, when commenting vn 
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the fifth chapter of Amos, that " St. Paul's 
diligence in preaching extended as far 
as the earth itself." Again, " after his iin- 
imprisonment he preached the Gospel in the 
western parts " (De Script. Eccl.), in which 
(as is evident from a passage in his Epistle 
to Marcella) ho included Britain. Venen- 
tins Fortunatus, Bishop of Poitiers, who lived 
in the fifth century, states that " Paul hav- 
ing crossed the ocean, landed and preached 
in the countries which the Britons inhabit" 
I could multiply quotations on this subject 
almost without end ; but they would be aa 
tedious, as they are unnecessary. I may, how- 
ever, observe, that some of the greatest men of 
this country, who spent a great part of their 
lives in such researches — viz. the most 
learned Ussher, Parker, Stillingfleet, Cave, 
Camden, Gibson, Godwin^ Kapin, and a great 
many others — have clearly shown that St. 
Paul was the founder of the British Church. 
Eut Archbishop Ussher proves also, that St. 
Paul did not quit this island before he had 
appointed the first bishop or bishops, and the 




other ministers oi tue uimrci 
\)iilus -wiLS the first hishop he had appointed. 
Some of the old Welch writers stiite, thiit 
Bran, son ofLljr Llediaeth (who had been 
n hostage for several years at Kome^ for his 
son Caradoc or Caractacus), brought with 
him as preachers, on his return from Eome, 
urie Aristobulus, an Italian, and two Israol- 
itts, named Hid and CynTan (Hughes' Hora 
liritanicaj vol. ii. p. 23), which must have 
taken place soon after St. Paul left Rome. 

As far as the inrestigation of my subject 
is concerned, all the above rays of historical 
light converge to one point, wliich is, that 
leome Jews must haye been in this country 
.during the first century ; yea, the government 
if the British Christian Church was estab- 
ed and set in proper scriptural order by 
Jews themselves, be they who they may- 
Peter, Paul, Simon Zealotes, Joseph of Ari- 
raathea. So that the British Church actu- 
ally owes to the Jewish nation a great debt 
|of gratitude, for her beautiful and scriptural 
[finler, and for all her godlike religion. 

D3 
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TttE fgllowing is au extract from a letter 1 r*«iTS 
from the governor of Dartmouth, A, H. Holdswortt 
Esq., a man of great research and scientific attaU 
incitts, I have every ruLsou to bcllere that its pent 
sul may prove interesting to some, as well as iustnu 
live to others ; I offer no apology, therefore, for gtl 
in* it so largely. The letter I allude to was dBt^ 
" Bmokliill, October 13tlv, HSJi :■'— 
"MYDEARSIR — t believe that ma.u, as lie wa 
created, liad. a. laind in that state of periectiun wbu 
We can best understand liy the term ' cii'ilized' — thi 
is, capable of discerning the menna of gratifying ever 
wish and providing for every want, whether bodily d 
intellectual, that circumstances brought upon his 
imtil society became so corrupt that tlie Almight 
found it necessary to destroy the whole human raa 
escept Noah and his family, whom he preserved i 
the ark, and tbat througb them the aame civilut 
miud was transmitted to those that uere horn < 
them, flind to those' who descended from them ; eh 
that all the heathen nations (as thoy are now termet 
have fallen off from that state in whicii their fon 
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Bttera esistedj and tLat a.5 the local disLancf increaied 
wliich diviileJ their several I'amiliea from the parent 
KocW, so did their minda become more degraded and 
ignoTant, until they arrived at the state Id whieb they 
m now found, endued with sufficient intellect t» 
CMble them to avail themselves of the means whi<^h 
nUnre bfls plsced around them to supply their bodily 
wuts^ but continuing from father to son in the same 
Maleof m'entiO igaarance, and devoid of allimprove- 
mnt or intelleetual enjoyment. I was first impressed 
<iitb this tiew of the heathen nations from finding 
Ihu the eaaie cauoes eiList At tills time, the same 
mitaor bitkfts iir9 seen on the same coasts ns were 
diiind there when those consts or islands were first 
I'liited by our earliest navigators, although owt own 
tbip3 havo been so much improved during the same 
itiice af time as to be most sensibly dlstlnguisliahle^ 

"These facta induced me to ask myself this ques- 
tion. If we can trace the same unimproved cantiea 
tliroDgli such a series of years, how happened it that 
ihips were ever built ? How did those persons who 
flfat discovered the people possessing these canoes, 
|et ihe ships which c«»veyed them to those distanS 
tl^ns? Or why should one act of men turn their 
Euioes into ships (if our ships greip out ol~ canoes), 
Kind other sets of men never make any improvenieut 
ui theirs ? Why have not the natives of ihc coasts 
of Africa tnrned their ennocs into ships, iis well as 
[the natives of Britain? To solve these questions I 
*itd to trace hack the history of shipping ffam cen- 
to century — risini; and tailing nith the nations 

which it belonged, varying in siz.e find form a» 
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(tdopted liy newly cmlizcd cvuntricsr ho-i maLntaiiiiug 
the same principle of cftaatmction; and when 1 
searched from nation to nation in the Mediterranean, 
and tbeace up the Nile to Thebes, I could aot Had 
Any period of time in which it did not appe&r that 
ships have existed— that is, vessels composed of ribs 
and planks with beams and decks, as are seen U the 
present day. We may pass over the more recent 
time and go back 1000 3rea,rs before the birth of 
Christ. We then find Solomon s*ith a fleet of ships 
in the R«d Sea, and we read in the 1st of Kings — 
'And Ilimm sent in the navy Iiis servants, shipmen 
that had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of 
Solomon,' Hiram, therefore, had long possessed a 
Aevt; and 450 years before Solomon's time we find 
Balaam saying — ' And ships shall come from the coast 
of Chittim and shall afllict Asshur,' from which it i« 
L-lear that Balnam must have known that tho'S« whom 
he addressed understood what he meant by ships, or 
his prophecy would have been useless. But there is 
little doubt but that at that time there was a large 
fleet of ships in the Red Sen. Sesostris is said to 
have had about four hundred- *ail of war ships, wiUi 
which he carried his army to the conquest of varioai» 
countries down the coast, and which are represented 
on the walls of hispalace at Thebes. The pictures 
cu the nails of the tombs also afford much informa- 
tion on this subject, as well as some on the inside ot' 
tnuunty cases. 

"The size of these vessels is to a certain eirtent 
ascertained by the number of men which are rcpre^ 
sented within tbeoi, bat more accurately by the 



tno(I(^Ia of two vessels wbicli were found iii a tomb, 
and brought l-a Engimid \>y Mr, Salt. These were 
bought for the British Museum nt the sale of his 
Egyptian relics. 1 Iibtc measured tliem, and tnking 
the figures On tbe detk as a scale, snd cailiag them 
six feet, I make tlie vessel to be thirty feet Ioqj, six 
feet wide, and four SeH deep ; and whea to the size 
19 «dded the form, which is that of an irregular half- 
moon, it is clear that such tesseU could not be made 
out of a single tree, hut must have becu regularly 
built with ribs, planks, and beoms to s^ippart th-e 
deck. And as tliesc nere said to have bei?n found in 
an early tomb, it is clear to my mind that the per- 
gOQS who built them must have been in a state of 
civilizfltion, that they had a thorough knowledge of 
the art, and that it affords a proof that those persons 
who established themselves at Theh-es at ft very short 
space of time after the Mosaic flood, had no difficulty 
in constructing vessels, when such machines were 
found necessary to them. If the fftcts are, as I be- 
lieve them to be — viz., that the canoes of Che uncivi- 
lized nations or tribes are in the same state as when 
firat seen by our enfliest aavigatcn-s, pjid if we caimot 
find tiDy trace that canoes were used by the Thebans 
before they constructed vessels or ships, although we 
can find boots or smaller vessels of dift'erent sorts 
existing at the aame time with such ships or vessels 
upon the waters of the Nile, have wc not a right to 
believe thai the ship is the work of a civilized miiid, 
uid that it has been eoiistriieted where it has been 
required by the civilized inhabitants of our globe from 
the earliest periods of its existence 7 Much might 
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I>e added as to tli'e stitte of eltijipiiig at tbe^ 
periods of history^, as nntiona ruso iuto euiinen 
fell again into o^iscuritr, nnd ns nations becam 
li;z?d and adopted the usages cf those who he 
ceded them in civilization ; but this is not net 
to the subject at present. There area Tariety o; 
tilings which are to be foujid eqUfiUy curio? 
worthy of notice, indirectly eauueeted with thi 
ject, but leading to Tery different eonsiderntii 
will not, therefore, touth vi[»t>a theni." 



B. 

"His perlectia non puto quemqnam esse qi 
rideat Tarsit, vel esse Ilispaiiiani, ^el nispaui 
tern, quain Tyrii maxinie freqaeafflbaiitj Gades 
rum el Tnrtcsauni, in loco KnecLiclis t^uo Tjr 
compell&t, cap. 27, v- 12, Tccrju /lei/otiai/ 
priB mpia ommu.m divitianmi .- argento, ftn'fi, i 
ct plwmho iiegolia/i siini hi nundintt tuh; cum h; 
metaLlis divitem I'uissc: Uispiaiijnm, et hanc illec 
Tyrios eo terrorum pellesisse, jam abunde pro) 
mus. Tartessua aliis est Carlcia tivitas prope Citl 
de ioitiutn Ireti HercuIeJ, aliia insula Gades in 
aliia deuique insula et urlis iiiteromna inter duo 
OBtia, qui et ipse Tartessus dicitur ab Aristotele 
bone, Pausania ct Avicno. Inde et Straboni T 
sis est regio cirea Beeti$ oMia. Circa htec local 
fnissB Tarais. 

" Qyin et nomen HebrDeum l^arm potuit a I 
cjbus mutari in Tatteaxiun, rel prima gcrai.nal 
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Da&amuin, tcI in •,r''.£nn Tarsis iJtero ip id n iiiu- 
>, utcum *^1i1K Aturia ilicitur prolltTK Assyria, 

A iru BafoTiaa pro ppa Bamn." — Bochart, vol. i. 

p. 170, 

c. 

Vfllalpnndo «ai. others hEtve it thua : — 

A slight ncqunintaat^e with the Hebrew langunge 
"ill sLow that the transcribera knew Tcrj little or 
ooliiiiig of that language, and 't la th-CTefoT*? natuntl 
tb»l lliey should mnke auph mistakes. 



D. 



Ex quibus omaibus aperte dentonstrari potest He- 
l>tieos obii] usque n Daviilb, et iSalmouis letate totum 
pene terrarum orbem replenisse: eosdpm^u* trihuta, 
nee pauca, nee parvi precii qaot annis umnu suprenii 
tribiitoruin Printipis tnisisac Hieroaolymam." — Vil- 
latpaMtlus ia Ezeehielum, vol. li. part ii. p. 644. 

E. 

Ptfljbiua, Ptolemy, Pliny, and Strabo havo men- 
tiuaed a pcopli^ inhabttiug Andalusia arid the modem 
Algarre, diffi-'riug from all their neighbours, speaking 
a peculiar lauguage, using refined gimmmalical rules, 
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and ijo^sesslng iDscril)i>d tnonuments of' mntiqiiity, ss 
also poems, and even laws in verse. Strabo mentiona 
that they say " their law3 are of 6,000 yenrs." Pal- 
meriuB proposes to read " six tbouaand verses," by 
iutrodiLcing iwwv inatcnd of irSiv. Men of great eru- 
dition and research moiiitained that that people was 
a Jewish popolation, descendants of the old colonists 
in Ihie times of Solomon, A.in8zmh, and Nebuchadnex- 
zar. They also maintained that the books of Geresii, 
Exodus, aud Deuteronomy contained po-ems, to wlucb 
may be added the Psalms and Proverbs. The ahflfc- 
mcintioned district olso inchided TflTshish ; and many 
other arguments were advanced to prove that it was 
a Jewish colony. However, the theory is rejected 
by others, and I must say that L think on too slen- 
der grounds. It is argued that "these people ore 
denominated Tnrdetani and Turduli, by authors 
whoae iuforinfitioii was extensive upon nAtioaal pecu- 
liarities, and who were at least bo "well acquainted 
with the Jews as to have been able to pronounce nt 
once, if warranted by facts, that these Andalusians 
were of that nation." Now, it might as well he 
argued that the people whom Haman sought to de- 
stroy were no Jews, because he did not pronounce 
them so at once. He only " said unto King Ahasue- 
ms, there is a certain people scattered abroad and dis- 
persed amou^ the people ia all the provinces of thy 
kingdom ; and their Inws are diverse from all people, 
neither keep they the ting^'s lawa, therefore it is not 
ibr the king's profit to suffi^r them." — EstEier iii. 8. 
The acquaintance of the heathen authors with the 
history of the Jews, is nothin^more than an aasump- 
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lion. Trogus PampeiLS, a writer iu tlie time of 
AiiguslTiB, professes to have been best acquainted with 
the Jews, iiideeJ, at that tiiBe lie ought tu base been so. 
Uc vrrtite the histury of all natlous io Ibrty-five 
volumes, of which we have only an abridgtneat by 
t Justin. Judge from the fallowing chapter of the ac- 

quaiatance which the heathen bad witli Jewish bis- 
L torj- : — 

" Nantque Judieis origo BamasceoB. Syrise nobilia- 
jimA civitas ; imde et Assyriis regibus genus ex regioa 
[ Semirami fuit. Nomen arbi a Damasco rege indi- 
I tnm ; in cujus houorem Syrii sepulcrum Arathia 
I uxoiis ejus pro tcmplo coluere, tlenmque eziude Banc- 

tissimee religionU habent. Post Damasfnim Azelus, 
' raos Adores et Abraham et Israhel reges fuere. Sed 

lETftbekm fells decern filionim proyentua ruftj-oribua 

snis clftriorem fecit. Itacjue populam in decern regna 
I'diybwDi filiis tradidit, omnesque ex nomine JuJbc, qui 

putt diTisignem decesserat, Judteos appellarit i colique 
I eJDs memoriam ab omnibus jussit, cujus portio omni- 
' liiis accesserat. Minimus oetate inter fratres Joseph 

fiiit -, cujus escellcaa iDgeniuin veriti fratreg, clam in- 
I eeptum peregrinig mercatoribus vendiderunt. A qoi- 

las deportatiis in ^gyptum, cum magicas ibi artea 

tolerti ingeuio percepisset, brcvi ipsi regi percarua fuit. 
[Nam et prodigiorutii sagaciasimuB erat, et soraniorum 
[primus intelligentiam condidit; nihil<]ue dlTtni juris 
[boiDBDique ei intxignitum videbatur; aileo, ut etiam 
I sterilitatem agrorum ante multos annoa provident; 
I perissetque omnia j^^ptiis fame, nisi monitu ejus 
j Ki cdlcto scirari per multoa annoa fruges jussiaset; 

Uatatjue esperimenta ejqg fueruut, ut uon ab homine, 
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56(1 B Doo responsa ilari vidcrentur. Filius ejus Moses 
fuit, quern prater paternse scientiie her ejita tern, etiam 
formee pulcritutlo eoraaiendabftt, SedjE^^ti, qnum 
scabiem et vitiligitiem patercntur, response uioniti, 
eum cnni legris, ne pcatis adplurea serperet, terminig 
jEgypti pelluDt Dux igitur «xs(i!um ftttus, stefr* 
Jlgyptiorum furto abstulit; quie repetentfls armiB 
jEgyptii, dtmiTim redire temp estati bus cotnpulsi sunt. 
Itnquc Moses DpiiiHaceiifl aaliqiia patrsa rep^tita flion.- 
tem Sjnro occupat; quo septeni dienim jejanio per 
deserta AmbtBe cum popnio suo fetigatua, cum taudem 
Teaisset, septimum diem more gtntis Sabdatum flp- 
pellatum in omne levmn jejunio SBcravit, quomam ilia. 
dies ■fiimeni illis errorenique finierat. Et quoniam 
oietu contngionis palsos se ab .-Egypto ineminerant. 
ne «adem cnusa invisi apud incolas forent, caTeTunI, 
ne cum peregjiuis communicarEnt : quod ex causa 
factum pBulatiiu in discLpliaam religionemque coQ- 
vertit. Post Aloaen etinm filius ejus Aruas, sacerdoa 
sacris jUgyptiia, mox rex creatur ; scmperque exinde 
Ilk mos apud Judffios fuit, ut eosdem, reges et saccrdo- 
teshaberenti quorum justitiareligiunp permixta, iucre- 
dibile quantum coalaere." — Justini, lib. sxxvi. cap. ii. 



1. 



" Et Bfitanniam Stfabo passim nppellat Bp«T^d- 
vtjci/v, et uno T B/if ravLjcijir. Porro Sretanica mihi 
quidem niliilTideiuresse aliud quBoi TiMTna Barai- 
attaa, id est, ager, bcu terra iiannii f( pluni^i, tPl3 
i/ara, et iu regimme nil bara/ S^ris agruni esse sciunt 
omnea, et ex Danicle nbande notum. . . Et *]»t 
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anae stannum aut plumbum Hebfeei esplicniit in 

Amos 7, 7. Nempe utruni(jue aignificat . . . . 

Mvhi docuiss? sufficit ab horura mct&llorain fcccundi- 

Ule has insalas, ut a Grseci-s CassiteTidus, ita a PhcE- 

nicibos dictas tuisse TJjrma fmrai anac agrum stanni 

ft plmralji."— Samuel Bochart, yqI. i. col. 647-650. 



G. 



"I may instauce Rice ot Rees (written in Greek 
P^BB— sec Lnlic, iii. 27), DaTis, Jones, Lewis, &e., 
"hifh nre nwncs gteatlj- abounding in Wales^ and 
Mjy Uter co-rruplions, ns I appreliend, of Jewish 
pUronyinics. The final e is, I belieye, admitted to 
^, io an/et proper names, not tbe sign af tbe plund 
uuiDber, but of tbe genitive case, and is one way of 
signifyiiig the son of the person, an^l thns we have 
DlTid's-son, David's, Davis ; — Jonah's-son, Jonah's, 
Jones; — Leris'-son, Levis', or Lewis. 

" Levi, by the writers of the New Testament, is 
Kfitten Acf<i and also Arc:!-, which la the identical 
Lewis of the Welch, and possibly a corruption of the 
Greek genitiTc Ibr the nominative, hy a siTnilar pro- 
ceas ■with the ahave, and perhaps also Iwra^. The 
other Welch form of denoting a man's soa — vk., by 
tbe word ap, ns Davis-np-Rees, or Rice, whence it 
slides into the word itacif, and from np-Bice becomes 
Price, is probably Hebrew also ; since the sacred his- 
torian tetls ns that Ah-ner is son of Ner. A/i indeed 
tigai&ss/a/.ker rather tba.n son, and it would appear, 
from many of their names, that they were in the 
hsbit of recogniring a man by the person whom he 
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had for his father ; but it comes pmcUcallj tc 
sa.me thing as if it literally meant son : for "we 
scarcely avoid saying of him of whom wc would h 
a.3 having Ner for his father, he is N«t's sou 
Abdiel in the Jewish Expositor, 1828, pp. V16, 



H. 



nan Di:':m:K nxM id'p diudijn nW o 

w lay Dnin*n nm ntrx is b"« 15 la's i 
DiDDi3« iD'pn mxD^ line xSd D'tt^cn cr^ipV 

; nan umk 



I. 



O'nSs tn'i I'on t^'S n^n 'uiriw iD'pn iis n 

ainat? noi : Vtnw aniNi npix^ isBiPO na^it? 
m r\r\ rvirs 'jscun iD'pir mm' Miff idd t: 
nio rai T'SXD mS 'a i"? tr-n-a tjoh xSn □■•■ 
♦16D 'rsa Mi-iN 'D'O 'n'ifia' O'p'ji-ipn 
low aniN n'nir ani lo ib pD'bri d: crrn 
ana nSip nin -iD'pntr ana id pica qj Sw 

H'H) MW'Jitsna pK 13PD iif 3iro*?i nin 
: t'-ijV '7J3ir sSa tnpjn n-r-uSsajtr r 
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LECTURE ir. 



I had the honour of addressing you 
this platform on Tuesday evening last, 
ciideavourcd to estahlish, by circiimstan' 
ial evidence, the probability that the Jews 
'isited this country at a Tery early period 
If dieir history. I flatter myself, however, 
Biat I have succeeded in demonstrating that 
ime Jews were certainly in this island in 
le very first century of the Christian ei-a. 
hyi few, or how many, ie doiihtfd. 
It is not too mucli, however, to expect that 
[Hue of your minds, at least, have been exer- 
iwd on this important inquu-y since we last 
let together. It is not at all unlikely that 
itne ohjectiona against my arguments sug- 
.gested themselves to your minds — objections 
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which may at first sight seem both plai 
and natural. For instance, I know t 
question suggests itself on taking my 
of the 'early introduction of the Jews 
this country — why did not Jiilins C 
mate any mention of them in his history 
of Britain ? I meet it by another question. 
Did Csesar omtC nothing else ? Kead lis 
writings and compare them with the works 
of later historians, and then tell me whether 
his silence on the existence of the Jews in 
this country furnishes any argument against 
their having really been here. If indeed he 
omitted nothing else but the Jews, there 
would then be some force in the argument, 
but since we know that Csesar's history of 
Britain affords us but a bird's-eye ^dew of 
the state of the country in his time, what 
then is the value of such an nrguinent ? 
Again, sup^xoing that Caisar wrote a minute 
and detailed description of Bi'itain, would 
there have been any necessity on his part to 
mention the existence of the Jews? Cer- 
tainly not ; he wrote for the benefit of his 
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countrymen, to give them some information 
TCspecting the Britons. The Romans knew 
who the Jews were ; it would have been a 
^aste of time on Caesars part to have given 
tfaeni information on a subject they were al- 
ready acquainted with. He might aa well 
hare described the Roman armjr ; especially 
ce it is supposed that many Jews accom- 
■nied him as soldiers to Britain. 
Another argument has been advanced 
against their establishment in this country 
so early a period, which was — " It is not 
tbable that a total silence respecting them 
iDid have prevailed among the British 
iters of those days, had any portion of 
ifiui been then established in Britain." I 
lention those objections because they are 
the strongest which have l>een produced, and 
jou. will find them in the eighth volunje of 
the "English Archseologia," page 390. 

Now, I must meet this again by another 
^aestion. To what early British historians 
does Mr. Caley refer ? — for that is the name 
of the writer of the article on this subject in 
the "English ArchaBologia." — England had 
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no literature for a very long period. Gil 
commonly called the Wise, is the most 
cient British historian now extant> 
one wlio has ever taken the trouble to 
through his *' De Calamitate^ Excidio, 
Conqueatu BritaniUEe" (this is the only worli 
of his printed, and probahly existing), 
despair of finding in it any thing of im-j 
portance. Next to him comes the vene 
i-able Bede, who was, indeed^ the brightaftt 
ornament of the eighth century, but he oOE-i 
fined himself to ecclesiastical history. Bede,] 
however, does incidentally mention the Jews 
as 1 shall presently show, which proves 
they mast have been here anterior to his time.) 
I wish, however, first to call your attenij 
tion to a striking feature in the history 
the Jews in this country. The Jews ar 
never mentioned in the early history of Et 
land, except to record some flagrant pel 
cution, or horrible massacre ; to reckon aE 
the amount of sums extorted from them bj 
kings in distress, or to detail some st 
about the crucifixion of infants, got up 




WHEN DO TBET NOTICE THE JEWS. 



their enemies for the sake of making the ol)- 
jects of their injustice odious as well as un- 
fbrtimate. And when these subjects did not 
occur to the monkish hLstori-an@ of the time 
— tiat is to say, when the Jews were unmo- 
lested, peaceably employing tLemselTes in, 
traffic, and gradually accLuiring wealth which 
Tras not demanded from them too largely or 
too rudely, in return for their safety and op- 
portunities of commerce — it would be con- 
ceived that they were unworthy of mention 
on any other account. Historians always 
find the most prosperous to be the most barren 
periods of history; as the richest and most 
fertile country affords but an uninteresting 
landscape to the poet or the artist, when 
compared with the wild rocka, rugged preci- 
picesj and unproductive solitudes of moun- 
tain scenery. So we may fairly conclude 
that, until the reign of Stephen, they were 
JKijoying, without molestation, the benefits 
■ their traffic, and increasing in riches and 
iBalUit whilst the peace of their Gentile 
brethren was all that time rent asundei' by 
different invasions and seditions. 

e2 
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The first mention I find of the Jews J 
English works, is that in Bede's " Ecclesiast 
Gal History," in connexion with, the ridia 
lous and absurd controTersiea which pr 
vailed between the Eomish and British moah 
viz., about the form of the tonsure and tli 
keeping of Easter, The priests of all tl 
then Christian churches were accustomed 6 
shave part of their head ; but the form ^ve 
to this tonsure was different in the Briton 
■from that usied by the Roman monks, whi 
came over to this country witli Augiistim 
The latter made the tonsure on the crown ( 
the head, and in a circular form, whilst th 
former shaved the forepart of their headfroi 
ear to ear. The Romish monks, in order t 
recommend their own form, of tonsure^ toaih 
tained that it imitated symbolically tlie crowi 
of thorna worn by our Lord in his passioi 
But as to the Britons, their antagonists ii 
sisted that their form was invented by Simo 
MaguSj without any regard to that represei 
tation. The Britons also celebrated East* 
on the very day of the full moon ia Maro 
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[that day fell on a Sunday, instead of wait- 
tUl the Sunday following. The Britons 
led the antiquity of their usages ; the 
amans insisted oathe iiniversality of theirs. 
1 order to render the former odious, the 
[latter affirmed that their native priests once 
ua aeven years concurred with the Jeics in 
[the time of celebrating that festival. 

This incidental circumstance proves that 

[there must have been Jews here who had 

'synagogues, and observed the feast of Pass- 

ffver. The Jews must also have had learned 

men amongst them to arrange their cafen- 

' (iars : and such an arrangement requires a fair 

astronomical knowledge, or else the charge 

would have been totally unintelligible to the 

! 8asons. 

The above charge will Eiccount for the 
edict published soon after by Ecgbright, Arch- 
liishop of York, in the ^'- Canonical Excerp- 
tiones" A. d. 740, to the effect, that no Chris- 
sbould be present at any of the Jewish 
sts,* which establishes the tact that Jew-s 



* See Appendix A. 
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must have resided in this country at 
time of tlie Saxoa heptarchy, in tolei 
numbers, and celebrated their feasts act 
ing to their own law; and what is morCil 
they desired to live peaceably with theit 
Christian neighbours. 

It also appears from a charter granted by 
Whitglaff, King of the Mercians, to Croy- 
land Abbey, ninety-three years after the 
aboTc edict was issued, that there were Jews 
in this country at that period, and possessed 
landed property ; and what is moat remorV 
able,, they endowed Christian places of wor 
ship. 

Ingulphus, in his " History of Croyland 
Abbey," relates that in the year 833, Wliit- 
glaff. King of the Mercians, having been de- 
feated by Egbert, took refuge in that abbey, 
and in return for the protection and assist- 
ance rendered him by the abbot and monks 
on the occasion, granted a charter, confirm- 
ing to them all lands, tenements, and pos- 
aeaaions, and all other gifts which had at any 
time been bestowed upon them, by his pre- 
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Bssors or their nobles, or by any other 
kithful Christians, or hj Jews,* 

The Jews in this country chroniele now 
|iu their almanack the following: — " Canute 
|lMaiished the Jews from England," a. d. 90l.f 
, Basnage also asserts that " they were baniah- 
I ed from this country in the beginning of the 
deventh century, and did not return till after 
. the conquest," I cannot find the authority 
■ upon which these two statements rest, and 
'moreover it seems to me that some Jews 
irere certainly resident in England towards 
the middle of the elcTenth century, and prior 
to die Norman invasion. By the laws, at- 
tributed to Edward the Confessor, it is de- 
' elfired that " the Jews, wheresoever they be, 
are under king's guard and protection ; nei- 
ther can any one of them put himself under 
the protection of any rich man, without the 

(king's license, for the Jews and all they 
* Se« Appendix B. 
+ This is deddedJy erroaeona, for "We knov that 
Cuiute did not arrive la England before the bcglo- 
niog of the eleTenth century. 




80 WILLIAM I. FIKST INVITED THE JEWS. 

have belong to the king ; and if any person 
shall detain them or their money, the ting 
may claim them, if he please, as his own :"* 
another proof that the Jews were resident, 
in this country prior to the invasion of Wil- 
liam, the Conqueror- 

From the time of the Conquest, the infor 
mation afforded by your historians respecting 
the Jews, beoomes gradually more extcnsi^'e. 
"William the First, soon after he had obtain- 
ed possession of the throne, invited the Jens 
to come over in large numbers from Rouen, 
and to settle in Englantl ; and he is reported 
to have appointed a particular place for their 
residence. 

Of tie name of this town we are not ac- 
curately informed. Bat Peck, in his annals, 
relates that many of the Jews who came over 
in this reign, took up their residence at 
Stamford. And Wood, in his " History of 
Oxfoitl," shows, upon the authority of some 
ancient deeds, that in the tenth year after 
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Conquest, the Jews resided already in 
Bftt numbers in that university. 
It appears that there were two distinct 
ilonies of Jews — the one within the walls of 
le city of London, the other in the liherUes 
the Tower. I am inclined to adopt the iden 
at the Jews who came to this country under 
.e encouragement of the Conqueror, settled 
ithin the jurisdiction of the constable of his 
lalatine Tower ; and that the Jew3 who set- 
ed in England before the Conquest, a.nd 
'ho, according to the laws published by Ed- 
«rd the Confessor, were declnred to stand 
inder the immediate authority and jurisdie- 
ioa of the Iiing, were found immediately a*l- 
wning that quarter of the city which up- 
irars to have been the court end under the 
Hon monftrclis- Mathew Paris, a monkish 
istorian, asserts that St. Alban's Church, 
hich stands nearly in the middle of a line 
rawn from " the Jewerie" within the city, 
D the angle of the wall at Cripplegate, was 
he chapel of Kin^ Offa, and adjoining to his 
palace. Mund mentions in his edition of 

E S 
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Stow, that tte great square tower remaining 
at the north corner of Love-lanej in the yew 
1632, was beliered to be part of King Athel- 
stan's palace. The name of Addle-street ia 
derived hj the same antiquarian from Add 
or Ethel, the Saxon for nohle. The original 
council chamber of the alderman is known 
to have stood somewhere in AldermanbaiT, 
which had its name from it. Without » 
certain, a positive belief in any one of thae 
statements, their coincidence seems to ren- 
der it extremely probable that the royal re- 
sidence was in ttat quarter, which may ac- 
count for the king's men — the Jews — ^taking 
up their residence near it,* 

"William the Conqueror, as soon as lie got 
the Jews into this country, adopted the policy 
of Edward the Confessor. The chronicler 
Hoveden statea that in the fourth year of 
William the Conqueror's reign, he held a 
council of his barons, in which, among other 
things, it was provided " that the Jews set- 

* See Knight's Loadon. 




tied in this kingdom should be under the 
king's protection ; that they should not aub- 
ject themselves to any other without his 
leave : it is declared that they and all theirs 
belong to the king; and if any should de- 
lain any of their goods, the king might chal- 
lenge them as his own."* 
I The first regular account we meet respect- 
ing the Jews in England is during the njign 
of TVilliam Rufus, who, according to the 
unanimons testimony of historians, seemed 
to have a mind capable of rising above the 
^aperstition. and ignorance of the age in 
which he liTed, although not sufficiently en- 
lightened to receive the glorio"U3 light of the 
Guspel ; and owing to the distorted exhibi- 
tion of Christianity by the teachers of the 
mie, he almost fell into infidelity, and from 
the consistent conduct of the Jews, he was 
led to believe that Jadaism was at least as 
^d as Christiamty, He went therefore so 
far as to summon a convocation at London 

* See Appendix D. 
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of Christinn Inshops and Jewish rabbles, fo 
the express purpose of discugsing the uvi 
dences of their respectiye creeds ; and the 
king gwore by St. Luke's face — a, favour- 
ite oath of his majesty — that if the J 
got the better m the dispute, he would 
brace Judaism himself. Tlic Jevyish dispu- 
tants seemed to stand their ground witli 
vigoEr, for the Christian champions appeared 
rather apprehensive of the result. At the 
conclusion, as it is generally the case in 
puhlic controversy, both parties claimed tk* 
victory. The former added, however, pub 
Hcly that they were overthrawn more h/ 
fraud than by force of argument. The Chris- 
tiana claimed the victory in consequence oil 
a tremendous thunder-storm and a vioknl 
earthquake. All this, however, pnxlnced but 
little effeat on the ting's mind. 

The conduct of Rufns towards the Church 
and hia frequent disagreement with th^ 
clergy, rendered him an object of dislike toi 
the monkish writers, who were the princip^ 
historians of this period. The following la 
recorded of him by Hollingshed, and if true 
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lis cfindact u'as certainly chargealile with no 
mall measure of guilt : — 

"The ting being at Rhoan on a time, 
ftiere came to him divers Jews who inhabited 
that city, complaining that divers of tJiat 
nation had renounced their Jewisli religion, 
aad were become Christians; wherefore they 
Iiesoiight him that, fora certain su.m of money 
Which they offered to give, it might please 
iiim to constrain them to abjure Christianity, 
and to turn to the Jewish law again. He 
was content to satisiy their desires. And so, 
receiving their money, called them before 
bun ; and what with threats, and putting 
them otherwise in fear, he compelled divers of 
them to forsake Christ, and to turn to their 
&ld errors. Hereupon the father of one Ste- 
ven, a Jew converted to the Christian faith, 
being sore troubled for that his son was 
himed a Christian (and hearing what the 
ing had done in lilcc matters), presented 
nto him sixty marks of silver conditionally, 
hat he should enforce his son to return to 
is Jewish religion ; whereupon tlie young 
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man wag brought before the king, unto whom 
the king aa^id — .' Sirrah, thy father here C02»- 
plaineth that without hia license thon art 
become a Christian. ; if this be true, I com- 
mand thee to return again to the religion of 
thy nation, without any more ado. To whon 
the young man answered — ' Tour grace {as I 
gnesa) doth but jest.' Wherewith thekingbeing 
moved, said — ' What ! thou dunghill knaTe, 
shouldljeatwithttee? GettheehencequicHy, 
and fulfil my commandment, or by St. Lute's 
face, I shall cause thine eyes to be plucked 
out of thine head.' The young man, nothing 
abashed thereat^ with a constant voice an- 
swered — ' Truly I will not do it ; tut know 
for certain that if you were a good Christian, 
you would never have uttered any such 
words ; for it is the part of a Christian to 
reduce them again to Christ which are de- 
parted from him, and not to separate them 
from Him which are joined to him by faith.' 
The king, herewith confounded, commanded 
the Jew to get him out of his sight. But 
the father perceiving that the king could not 
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persuade his son to forsake the Christian 
faith, required to have his money again. To 
whom the king said, he had done so much as 
he promised to do ; that was, to persuade 
i him so fex' as he might. At lengtli when 
I le ¥Ould have had the king dealt further 
ID the matter, the king, to stop his mouth, 
I tendered back to him the half of his money, 
and kept the other himself. All which in- 
creased the suspicion men had of his in- 
adelity." 

The state of the Jews in Oxford at that 
"time became very interesting ; they were so 
exceedingly numerous and wealthy in that 
pfftce, as t& become the proprietors of the 
'principal houses, which they let to the stu- 
dents. Their schools were at this time called, 
&om their Jewish proprietors, Lombard Hall, 
Moses Hall, and Jacob Hall ; and the parishes 
<jf St. Martin, St. Edward, and St. Aldgate, 
were designated the Old and New Jewry, 
because of the great number of Jewish resi- 
dents there. In one of these parishes they 
had a synagogue wherein their rabhies in- 
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structed not only their own people, butse 
ral Chi'istinn students of the university. 

When a see or living in the gift of 
wary king fell vacant, he was in the ha 
retaining it in his own hands until he became 
pretty well acquainted with its revenua, 
when he sold it to the beat bidder * The 
royal simonist was in the habit of appoint- 
ing Jews to take care of the vacant benefices, 
to farm thetrtt and to manage these negocia- 
tions for hia benefit ; from this mark of con- 
fidence, and from the increasing wealth of 
the Jews, we may conclude that the reign of 
Rufiis was very advantageous to the inte- 
rests of his Jewish subjects. This king, how- 
ever, did not enjoy hia kingdom for any long 
durntion. His tj-agical end is well known. 

In the long reign of Henry the First, we 
hear almost nothing of the Jews, which I look 
upon as evidence that they went on prosper- 



* "WTien Laii&anc, Areli bishop of Canterbury, die<^ 
"William Rufus appointed no successor for five years 
after, but kept the possesaioa of the airchljishopTic 
in hia own hands. 
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r, and perhaps began to make some pro- 
amongst their Christian brethren. 
?i7nne,aPiiritanwriter,andtheiiiostviru]ent 
Enemy of the Jews from among ProteatantSt 
informs us that the Jews were then begin- 
jning to proselytize and even to bribe some 
j Christians with money, in order to induce 
'them to embrace Judaism, which may ac- 
count for the incident mentioned in thia 
reign, that monks were sent to several towns 
in which the Jews were established, for the 
Kpress purpose of preaching down Juda- 

m. 

We read in Peck's " Annals of Stam- 
ibrdj" that " Joffred, abbot of Croyland, in 
tie tenth year of Henry the First, sent 
ioine monks from his abbey to Cottenham 
snd Cambridge, to preach against the Jews ; 
and about the same time some ecclesiastics 
! B«re sent Iroiu other parts to Stamford, to 
'oppose the progress of the Jews in that place ;" 
where, as we are told by Peter of Blessens, 
that "they preaching to Stamfordiana, ex- 
ceedingly prospered in their ministry, and 
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strengtbeued the Christian &ith agams 
Jewish depravity." 

It appears from, the history of Philip, prioi 
of St. Frideswide, of Oxford, that the Jew* 
used then to mock publidj the lyiag fabla 
of the ptiesta. 

The prior, when writing of the miracle 
performed by the body of that famous saint 
(which was preserved in his monastery), tells 
us that " whereas people flocked from aJl parts 
of the kingdom to worship St. Frideswide, 
and were cured by her of all manner of dis- 
tempers ; a certain Jew of Oxford called 
Eum Crescat, the son of Mossey, the Jew, of 
Wallingford, was so impudent as to langh at 
her votaries, and tell them that he could cure 
their infinnities as well as the saint herself, 
and therefore hoped they would make him. 
the same offerings. To prove which he wouli 
sometimes crook his fingers, and then pre^ 
tend he had miraculously made them straight 
again ; at other times he would halt like 9 
cripple, and then in a few minutes skip ant 
dance about, bidding the crowd observe how 
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iilenlj' he had cured himself. Wherefore 
tie most devout amongst them wishing some 
semplary judgment might befall him) St, 
Frideswide, no longer able to suffer his inso- 
EEce, caused him suddenly to run mad and 
ig himself; which he did with his own 
Je, in Ilia father's kitchen." Upon which, 
aya the historian, " he was, according to 
stom, conveyed ia a cart to London, all 
lie dogs of the city following his detestable 
corpse, and yelping in a most frightful man- 
ner." 

The Jews having experienced so much 

fsvour and protection from the first three 

Norman monarehs, were naturally led to 

bope that they had found in this comitry 

a permanent asylum from their persecutions. 

Under this impression, they had employed 

the season of their tranquillity in the ac- 

qidrement of property. They were, however, 

soon made to experience the fallacy of their 

expectations ; for with the accumulation of 

wealth their security vanished, and as their 

riches increased, so, in proportion, did their 
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Oppressions. From the period of this iim> 
narcli's death to the time of their expulsion, 
your histories abound with details of thdf 
hardsliips. A melancholy monotony pe^ 
vadea the history of those two hundred years. 
Indeed, the treatment which they received 
in this country, during that period, was of* 
nature more disgraceflil than that they re- 
ceiTed in other parts of Europe ; for while 
elsewhere, as in Spain and Germany, the 
monarchs generally exerted themselves to re- 
press the hostility of the clergy and peopla, 
the English kings, gcarcely one excepted, 
manifested as persecuting a spirit as any of 
their subjects. It would be as useless as it 
would be tedious, to notice each particulof 
instance of cruelty and tyranny which is 
mentioned to have been exercised towards 
them, for there is scarcely a year without 
some records concerning them, and hai-dlj a 
record which relates to them but fiirniBhes 
some evidence of their sufferings. Taxes and 
contributions to an exorbitant amount, were 
continually imposed upon them at the mere 
will of the crown, and payment enforced by 
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ipe of their properties, by imprisonment, 
j and frequently by tlie infliction of the most 
cruel and wanton bodily torture. Crimea of 
every description — many of a nature the most 
absuiti and groundless — were kid to their 
charge, and the severest penalties inflicted 

■for them. Tumults were, on the most frivo- 
lous pretences, excited against them; their 

[houses pillaged and burned, and hundreds of 
them massacred by the populace, without re- 
giU'd to either age or sex. That, under such 
an accumulation of misfortunes, the Jews 
should not only have continned to reside in 
England, but greatly to increase in numbers, 
cannot fail to excite wonder and surprise. 

If Jews were the historians who banded 
down to us the accounts of their sufferings, 
we might doubt the veracity of their state- 

[ments, or believe them greatly exaggerated. 

[It is not, however, from themselves that 
much of my information is derived, for, as I 

' have already stated in my last lecture, they 

' did not bequeath us any annals of their own 

[in this country ; my information is derived 



M WTTn THE EEIGN OF STEPHEN 

principally from the testimony of Christian 
writers — from autborities wliich admit of -. 
dispute. 

With the reign of the usurper Stephen, th 
Jevfish troubles commenced, lie being/- 
licitous to obtain the good-will of the clerji)', 
the best means to compass such nn eii>] 
in those days was to inflict cruel iiijiirii 
on the poor Jews ; and as he gave up tbi 
sources of income which his predecessors bul 
enjoyed — viz., the appropriation of the k 
venues of the vacant sees and benefices, he 
therefore fixed his avaricious eye upon the 
wealth of tbc Jews : and in the fifth year of 
his reign exacted a. heavy fine, amounting to 
-£2000, from the Jews residing in London; 
under pretence that some one of their body 
had been guilty of manslaughter. 

The Empress Maud, to whom, as it wm 
vtqW said, " moderation in prosperity was n 
virtue unknown,"* during the eight months 
of her authority in England, compelled the 
Jews settled at Oxford to pay her an ex- 

* Henry's Britain, vol. v. p. lU-l. 
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longe of money. Stephen, upon coming 
|wn t-o the possession of power, followed the 
sample of the empress, and required the 
ews at the same place to give him three and 
■lialf exchanges ; thi-eatening oa default of 
mmediate compliance to set fire to their 
nusea. Xhe Jews first attempted to evade 
le payment; the king, to show that he 
'as in eameat, ordered the house of one 
fthe richest of their body to be burned, and 
9ii3 command having been put into execu- 
m, the whole siun was forthwith produced. 

In the ninth year of this r&ign, the Jews 
Ifcre for the first time accused of the crime of 
Briicifying aninfant — Williambyname. The 
ircumstance in this instance ia only shortly 
Dticed by historians, and is stated to have 
Jten place at Norwich ; so that to the England 

the middle ages are the Jews indebted for 
e many persecutions which they had to 
idergo in conaeijuence of that tbul calumny 

different parts of the world. Various are 
absurd reasons which were advanced to 
Bcount for that base and faLse calumny which 
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was subsequently brought against the ui 
tunate Jews, in various countries of tfi? 
captivity. 

SoQiie asserted that the Jews requiredj 
Christian blood for the celebration of 
Passover. Another set of ignorant fanfttica 
affirmed that they wanted it to put into their 
unleaveaed cates at Easter. It wsis also 
gravely stated that the Jews used Christiun 
blood to free them from an ill odour which 
it was supposed was common to them ; others 
said that of Christian blood they made love 
potions j others that with it they stopped the 
blood at the cirenmcision of their childreP i 
others that it served as a remedy for the 
cure of secret diseases ; others that it was 
required for the Jewish bride and bride- 
groom during the marriage ceremony ; others 
that the Jewish priests were obliged to have 
their hands tinged with it when they pro- 
nounced the blessing in the synagogues; 
others that it helped Jewish women in child- 
birth, and promoted their recovery; others 
that the Jews used blood to make their sacri- 
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fices acceptable. But the most common story 
was, that the blood was used to anomt dying 
Jews ; that at the point of death the rabbi 
inointed his departing brother, and secretly 
whispered into his ear these words — " If the 
Uessiah oa whom the ChristiaDS believe, be 
the promise<i, true Messiah, may the blood of 
tliie innocent murdered Christian help thee 
to eternal life !" " Pierius Talenanus as- 
sures us that the Jewg purchase at a dear 
rate the hlood of Christians, in order to raise 
up devils, and that by making It boil, they 
obtain answers to all their questions."* 

Eaglishmen nowregardsuch talesas but the 
VBtiges of a long passed-by period ; you listen 
til it with a smile as belonging to the " olden 
time;" and l>ecause such base calumnies are 
no more brought against the Jews in this 
jour highly-favoured and enlightened coun- 
try, you may think it ill-timed to rake up 

* See Dr. M'CAura excellent pamphlet, entitled 
RcBsoiis for belieriDg that the Charge lately revived 
Againat th? Jewisli People is a btu«Ieas Falsehood," 
23 ; Appendix E. 
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acts of fanatics of the dark ages, -wlucliluiw 
long since been buried in oblivion. Bui 
is not so in the other countries of Chri 
ilnm i the same iDoredible cliargea are 
now brought against the Jews, and! are 
believed. Not longer than five years ago^ 
the Jews of Damascus suflered greatly becaiw 
of such accusations. Only eighteen mondtf 
since, a poor Jewish blacksmith in Lithuania, 
in Polandj v^^aa incarcerated in consequence 
of such a charge, and was on thy point of 
being transported to Siberia, when the zeal- 
ous Christians of the nineteenth century, rf 
that pi-oviuce, who brought the accusation, 
quarrelled amongst themselves, which di^ 
covered the real culprit, who was a Christiaa 
by profession, and perpetrated the murder 
on a young girl, in order to accuse iJie Jew. 

In the annals of the reign of Henry the 
Second, we read of the same charge being 
brought against the Jews twice. In the sixth 
year of that reign, the act is stated to have 
been perpetrated at Gloucester, 

The ecclesiastics were already debtors to 
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i Jews, and therefore began to charge them 
th usury, which was on all occasions held up 

the clergy to be a crime of the greatest 
iignitude; though, when the same eccle- 
asties wanted money, they did not scruple 

trust those sinners with the vessels of their 
lurches; for, in the records of this rej^ 
'hich have come down to us^ we find it 
ted among other things, that a Jew of 

ttry St Edmund's, Sancto by name, was 
&ed five marks for taking in pledge from 

le monks of that place certain vessels de 

icated to the aervice of the altar. Another 

ew of Suffolk, Benet by name, was fined 
tiifeaty pounds for taking some consecrated 
vestments upon pawn. 

A curious story is also related by Hove- 
den and Brompton, respecting William de 
ffsterville, the Abbot of Bury. He was 
deposed for having entered the church at the 
lead of a band of armed men, and taken 
hence the arm of St. Oswald, the raai*tyr, to 

^WB it to the Jews. 

One of theclaims advanced by KingHenry 
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against Archliishop Thomas a Becket, wi 
iu respect of a aura of £500, for which that 
prince had been surety for Mm to a Jew. 

All those thin^ coming to light, 
ever, could not fail to swell that animi 
against the Jews which had already 
in the breasts of the clergy, who even 
regarded them with partieular abhorrence' 
They seized, therefore, every opportunity of 
prejudicing the people against them, and ren- 
dering them the objects of general deteata- 
tion. Fos, the martyrologist, favours us with 
a list of admonitions which was given to King 
Henry the Second, and in that list we find 
him required by the bishops " to banish all 
the Jews, allowing them to take with them 
sufficient property to pay their travelling 
expenses." What "tender mercies !" 

Buring the reign of Henry the Second, 
the Jews were subjected also to severe exac' 
tions from the crown ; on one occasion ( 
tallage of a fourth part of their chattels was 
levied upon them. When ambassadors were 
5ent over to the king by the Emperor Ba 
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BTOSsa, to induce him to take part against 
'ope Alexander in a schism which then 
sisted in the Church of Komet respecting 
le right of succession to the papal chair, the 
I of 5,000 marks was demanded of the 
ewsj to be applied for the purpose of enlist- 
ig the emissaries to the king's interest.* 
hia sum was directed to he paid without 
elay, and those who reiiised to contribute 
ere immediately banished from the country. 
esides these demands upon the body of the 
ews generally, individuals amongst them 
ere also compelled to pay sums to a large 
lonnt. 

We read of a Jew of Gloucester, Josce by 
,me, who was fined for supplying the Irish 
ibels with great sums of money. 

* Heniy II., King of England, and Louis VII., 
ing of France, held respectively counoils of their 
srgy in Jnly, II6I, for tlte purpose of taking into 

isidexatioD the pretenaions of Alexander III, and 

ctor IV., both of whom claimed the papal throne. 

lemonarchsmetatagieacralcuiiiiciliDThoiLlouse, in 
ugust, and agreed to acknowledge Alexaader a&Pope. 

W. Natftriffea, L. 2, c. 9. 
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However, King Henry, in the twent 
fourth year of his reign, was pleased to shoi 
the Jews some slight indulgence. He &\hvF« 
them to have cemeteries at the oatsid 
every town they inhabited, for until thati 
they had only one place of interment, whwil 
■was near London, is. the parish of St. (ril 
Cripplegate, commonly designated in ancient 
deeds " The Jews' Garden." 

Having experienced such an especial ft- 
TOUT from the hands of the king, their spirit 
were raised a little, and they even ventured] 
to show their independence in the presence " 
their bitterest foes, "riz., the ecclesiastics. 

We read in Giraldus Cambrensis of " i 
certain Jew, who about this time chanced' 
travel towards Shrewsbury in company irit 
Richard Peche (Sin), Archdeacon of Ma 
pas (Bad-steps), in Cheshire, and a reveren^ 
dean, whose name was Deville. Anaoi 
other discourse which they condescended 
entertain him with, the archdeacon told hii 
that his jurisdiction was so large as to rt 
from a place called Ill-street, all along 
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tbey came to Malpas^ and took in a very 

wide circumference of the country. To which 

the infidel, being more witty than wise, im- 

I mediately replied, " Say you so, sir ? God 

I grant me then a good deliverance, for it seems 

I I am riding in a country where Sin is the 

archdeacon, and the Demi himself the dean ; 

L where the entrance Into the archdeaconry 

m is Hl'Streefj and the going forth from it, 

I Bad-steps'' — alluding to the French words 

pecfte and mal-pas." 
L It was properly observed^ that " it is per- 
F haps too much to judge of the state and 
condition, of a body of people by a casual 
jest which fell from an individual of thatbody^ 
and yet we would not wish for better infor- 
mation coacemiDg the actual condition of a 
small society of men, dwelling in and at the 
mercy of an alien country, than the manners 
and character of a single person out of the 
whole community,"* 

Dr. Jost thinks that the above piece of 
wit owed its existence to the French schools, 

* RetroapectiTe Review, toI. i. p. 207. 
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aad justly observes tiat it does not follow 
from It that the Jewa were prone to abuw 
their feUow-creatures (as Dr. ToTcy inti- 
mates), even if they disregarded the clergy. 
Truth to speak, they merited nothing else 
from the hands of the Jews but disregard 
and contempt* 

The priests, however, did not appreciate the 
buoyancy of their spirits, and were not bi 
wards in depressing them,and their indid] 
therefore was but of short duration, 
watched every opportunitj for doing so, 
the king's extremity afforded them a co] 
nient season. The king wanted money, 
the monks knew it; they therefoi'e accused 
the Jews of crucifying a boy at Bury St. 

* " VoT ihren. Baage zur WitzeUi, der tick hti 
alien, die avi der fraxSsischen Sahule entsprosaen 
itind und nock tntspriessen, immerjindet, hat unsdii 
Zeit noch eine Anecdote erhalten, die mr alt cho' 
racteristisch nicht i^ergehen Aiinnen. , . Dtt- 
aux folfft nun gerade nicht, uia» der Berichterttat- 
ter daraus entnehmen wilt, doss die Jvden sa ffenU' 
ihre Nebeitmenschen beleidigten, da tie sogar die 
Geiitlichen nicht gesckonc hdtten" — Josf e Geschichte 
der Isr&elitcn, vol. vii. p. J 14. 
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Imund's, Robert Ly name, which proved a 
;e of great income both to Church and 
ite. Bury St. Edmund's had already be- 
ime famous for its monastic establishments, 
lud the monks, it seems, who were settled 
there, did not fail to derive advantage from 
le feelings which the helief of the crime 
leicited. They caused the body of the child 
' be interred with great ceremony and every 
irk of respect ; the shrine was declared 
capable of prodacing supernatural effects, and 
I speedily became renowned for the miracles 
rich it wrought. Persons from all parts, 
ierled by curiosity, or induced by feelings 
ofsuperstition, visited the shrine. The offer- 
ings which were made on the occasion could 
Bot fail to be productive of considerable pro- 
fit to the Church. 

The Itiog, on the other hand^ took advan- 
rantage of the supposed crime, and banished 
the wealthiest Jews out of this country, and, 
ss a matter of course, confiscated their pro- 
perties, and fined heavily those he allowed 
to remain. 

r 3 
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ThiB alone wns enough to damp their p- 
rita, and make them very low; but tlie met 
flure of their sufferings was not as yet full in 
this reign. The crugading mania revived. 
King Henry determined to take an 
part in that affair, together with Phili 
gustus, King of France ; the want of 
such an expedition waa inevitable. Ti 
the Jews had by no means either any 
for, or any interest in, the planting of 
crosa at Jerusalem, the king saw fit, howeref 
to assess them at £60,000 towards it, wlillrt 
the whole Christian population of Englati 
were only required to furnish £70,000. U 
IB easy to imagine in what a state of conateT 
nation this poor, persecuted race must Lava 
been thrown. 

I can easily conceive a fast-day proclaimadj 
and an eapecial pmyer-meetiag announced 
that God would avert that impending calft 
mity. Happy for the poor Jews, however, 
that the then dispensation wag a quarrelsome 
one : tlie harmony between Henry the Se 
cond of England and Philip Angnetus, soon 
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le to a termination — the British king 
supposed to have died of grief la canse- 
|nence, and with his death the Jewish pros- 
its of prosperity revived ; the Jews began 
hope that their apprehended troubles had 
^disappeared, and that an era of better days 
. was on the eve of being introduced into their 
British anaale. 
They began again to apply themselves to 
I commerce, of which they were the masters: 
they traded with the south of Europe, and 
thus accumulated vast sums, which they 
transferred fi^m one hand to another by 
means of bUla of exchange — an invention for 
which commerce ia said to be indebted to 
them, and which enabled them to transtier 
their wealth from land to land, that when 
threatened with oppression in one country, 
their treasure might be secured in another. 
• The learned amongst them employed them- 
selves in literature and science, and pro- 
moted the same amongst their Christian 
neighbours. Whilst the Christians of that 
period were groping in tlie darkness of super' 
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3tition and ignorancej the Jews enjoyed ami 
improved the suashine of intellect and 
ledge. They were honoured in Spain by 
appellatiou of sapientissimi. Whilst 
Greek authors were totally neglected 
Christians — and even John of Salisbury' 
though a few Greek words are to be found 
in his compositions, seems to have had onlj 
the slightest possible acqualatance with that 
language — the Jews, however, were re 
in their own language, several works of 
Cotle, Plato, Ptolemy^ ApoUonius, Hip] 
crates, Galen, and Euclid, which thej de- 
rived from the Arabic of the Moors, wlo 
brought them from Greece and Egypt, and 
employed much of their time in writing dis- 
^rtations and controversial arguments upon 
them. They were the means, therefore, of 
the old elassics being actively disseminated 
amongst the western colleges of Christen 
dom. 

The Jews also held the principal chairs o 
mathematics in the Mahommedaa colleges 
of Cordova and Seville ; they came in con- 
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aict with many Chriatians, and spread them- 
selves into various countriea ; they taught 
the geometry, the aJgebra, the logic, and the 
chemistry of Spain, in the universities of 
Oxford and Paris, while Christian students 
flrom all parts of Europe repaired to Anda- 
isia for such instruction.* 
In this country, th« Jews had schools in 
ondon, Tnrk, Lincoln, Lynn, Norwich, Ox- 
ird, Cambridge, and other towns, which ap- 
ear to have been attended by Christians as 
fdl as by those of their own persuasion, 
lome of these seminaries, indeed, were rather 
olleges than schools. Besides the Hebrew 
nd Arabic languages, arithmetic and medi- 
ine are mentioned among the branches of 
nowledge that were taught in them ; and 
iftmaaters wore generally the most distin- 
BBbhed of the rabbies.f 



* S« *'the FiiiHlmneulBl Priui'iiiles of Modern 
idaisin Intestl^iatfcl," j>p. 23S, '239. Also "An 

.pology for the Study of Hebrew and RaliljitiicflE Li- 

iTBture," by the llev. Dr. M'Caul. 
t Knight's "Weekly volume, xvii. p. 64. 
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In this reign the celebrated Aben Ezra 
visited ^England, and wrote his work rnjjt 
n'zmry, Egereth Ha-Shahbath, or Epistle on 
the Sabbath, rrom the date the rfl.bbi pre- 
fised to that work, which runs thus^" And 
it came to pass in the year 4919 [a.m. 1159, 
A. D.] , in the middle of the night, even on « 
Sabbath night, on the fourteenth day of tha 
month Tebath [corresponding to January], 
and I, Abraham Aben Ezra, the Sephardy [« 
Spaniard] , haTc been in one of the cities rf 
the island called * the end of the earth,' "*— 
it is evident that that rabbi visited thia coon- 
try a gi-eat deal earlier than Dr. Tovey fan- 
cies, who thinks that it was in King Richard's 
time-t 

They practised successftJIy as physicians 
in this country ; they possessed a thorough 
knowledge of the medical science in all its 
branches. The monarcha and powerful barons 
of the time frequently committed themselves 
to the charge of some experienced sage 
amongst them, when wounded or in sickness ; 

* S« Appendis F. •}■ Anglia Judaiea, p. 35. 
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and in consequence of the many cures wWch 
leir superior medical skill enabled them to 
fecfc, they incurred the envy of the monks, 
rho pretended to effect cures by the means 
sainted relics. They therefore circulated 
report that the Jewe were acquainted with 
le occult sciences and with the cabalistic 
and therefore performed their cures by 
icantatioDs and witchcraft, and a general 
:lief was soon entertained that the Jews 
fere sorcerers,* which proved a source of no 
loll calamity to them in subsequent reigns- 
lus also the second baseless accusation 
,inst the Jews owes its existenee to tlie 
Iritish ecclesiastics of that reign, whose 
fsnoming and evening delight was to do foul 
;om to the poor Jewish nation. 



* See Appendix G. 
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The] 4&t}i paragraph of the "Canonical Escecptiouei* 
of Archbishop Ecgbright runs thus : — " A Lavdkew 
act. — That no Christian presume to Judaize, or be 
present at Jewish feasts." To nhich Johnsoo, in 
his collection of ecclesiaatiical laws and canons, addit 
" By this one would suppA^e there were in this ige 
Jews !n the north of England." — JoHttsoA's CoUectm 
of Eccleaiaslicai Law. 

The following is the 1 49th pa.ragp-(Lph of the sauiv 
" Canonical Excerptionea :" — " A canon of the saints. 
If any Chmtiao sell a Christian into the hands v^ 
Jews or Gentiles, let him be anathema : for it is wril- 
ten in Deuteronomy, " If any man be caught Iraffick- 
iog for $iij of the stock of Israel, and takes a priw 
for Iiim, he shall die." — Johnson's Collection of£o- 
rletiasdcal Iiaws^ 



B. 



" OmQes terraa, et tenemeutas, posaeasioues, et 
eoniin peculia, qua reges MercioruTn, et eoruui Pro- 
ceres, vel alii fideles Christiani, Tel Judosi dictis Mo- 
narchis dedemnt," 



JU'PENBU TO LECTURE H. 




|2, U« Judesis. — " Sdendom quoque quod omnes 
ei ubicunque in legno sunt sub tutela et defcn- 
none Regis Vigea. debent esse, nee quilibet eorum ali- 
pm ^viti se potest gnbdere sine R^gis licentia. Ju- 
AxA enim et omnia sua Regis sunt. Quod si (juis- 
piam detiuuerit eoa vel pecuniain eorum, perquirat 
Rex si volt tanquam suDm proprium." — Spelmaa's 
Concilia Decreta, l^c. toI. i. p. 623. 

H "Sciendum est quoque, quod omues Judni, ubi* 

Bkniiue in regno sunt, sub tulela et defensioae Do- 

Hlini regis simt ; a^t quilibet eofum flli'Cui diviti ae 

"potest subdere, sine Regis licentin. JudBei, et omnia 

9iu Regis sunt. Quod si quispiam detinuerit eis pe- 

ciuuam su&na, perquJrAt lUx teiLC|aam suum pTO- 

priuai." 



D. 



i 



E. 



Dr. M'Caul goes on to aay — " Wagenaeil igrftvely 
undertakes to disprove most of these charges ; but it 
is to be hoped tb&t the mere mention of them toge- 
ther 19 suffieieat to show their falsehood. It is ra- 
ther too bad to reproBch the Jews, on the one baud, 
ffith unbelief, hatred, and contempt forChristianSj and 
thea to rharge them with such faith in the wonder- 
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working nnd soul-saving power of Christiati bli 
that to obtain it tbey c?ipose th^tnselTea to the I 
of their enemiea. Thu enormoiis lying, profound a 
ranee of Jodaism and iKe Jows, as well as the de 
mg anperstition involved in some of th«5e cha 
throws discredit upon all. The mere recital of iLbbI 
follies showa thai they are the offspring of an imbfrj 
lieriug imftgi nation, if not the iavention ofHraal^J 
naijt heart.'" — Reason, ^c. pp. 23, 24, 



F. 

niET iWTii msti: rrni d»bSm nwis ruM 

nrw Tpa 'n"n enti? ^3N 'tidd oniaK ijsi rat 

This vork has bees published in Prague in leSJi 
in a learned Hebrew periodical, called ion D13 Aerm 
Chetned. In tbc thirty-fifth volume of the " Quarterly 
Review," in an article headed " Hurwita's Hebref 
Tales," p. 1 13, the following passage is to be ratt 
with: — "It may astooisb. the inquirer into the Uw- 
rary productions of our country, to be informed thlt 
one of the earliest books written here after the Con- 
ijucst, was by one of the most eminent of the rbb- 
bica, Aben Ezra, In 1 IS9, the sixth year of HentJ 
n., he wrote from London a letter on th« proper 
time of keeping the Sabbath, in Terse; and in thf 
same year his Jesod Mora (the Foundation of Fear) 
a treatise in twelve sections, on the various requisitn 
for the study of Scripture and science, &c. 
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are afraid that there is not a copy of it in the 

Atuh Museum, and yet it ought to be there as a 

ttoaii] curiosity. It would be ttmuauig to specu* 

oa what were the O'pimoos of the critical and 

eotific Jew oo the state of civilization and literature 

ch he saw ahout him." 



G- 



"Die Gelehrten unter ihnen Iriclien die Ar:enci- 

sekajt, dock mchralsKunat, und. sit sind durck 

ekannti-e.kafi ntit gefieimen Beilmitteln so berilAmt 

dass die GeistlicMeil in ikrem ffunder- 

Zwen^estiirl ward, u-nd m*r dadvrcit tinen Ausweif 

te, dasa sie die Juden fiir ZatJ}crer versckrie. 

Her hat daa gemeine Volk sick ge'ingstigt t/aden 

■ Krankenbette m ru/en." — Jest's Geachiehte der 

inelitea, toI. »li. pp. 113, 114. 

Dr. M'Caul, after dilating on the Jewish Icnowledge 

FaatroDoniy, writes thus : — " Their attention to rae- 

le is ft matter of equal notoriety. Their medieal 

erature is cunaiderahle, aiid would, no doubt, throw 

light on the history of that acieace. . . . For 

Liang list of Jewish medical writen, see Bsrlolocii, 

tiv.; Repertoriumlibr. per Materia)^, p. li. ; end the 

Jogue of the Oppenheim Library, pp. 171, 497, 

15." — An Apology for tlie Study of Hebreio and 

Jtabdinicat Literature, p. 6. 
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LECTURE III. 



my last lecture I brought down the bis- 

ory of the Jews in this country, to the death 

Heary the Second. The reign of that 

lonarch seems, upon the whole, especially 

Fhftn compared with subiseciuent reigns, not 

have been very unfavourable to the pros- 

ity of the Jews. They experienced the 

aua) share of imprisonment, £ne, and ba- 

lishment, which does not seem to have 

luch depressed their general state. From 

[the nature of some of the fines, which I 

escribed to you on Friday evening last, we 

[may infer the wealth and power of indivi- 

fduals amongst them. One Josce, it seems, 

was fined by the king for supplying the 

Lrebels in Ireland with large sums of money ; 



ISO 
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another Jew was fined for taking in pa' 
the abbey plate of St. Edmundsbury. 
the king intended to proceed to the Hi 
Land, after having made an agreement 
the same effect with Philip Augustus, 
of France, at the parliament held at No 
aropton in the year 1188, the Jews 
commanded to supply nearly half the sui 
requisite for'the undertaking — the Chrisi 
being taxed at £70,000, and the Jews 
£60,000; and though this money wasO' 
levied, in consequence of a disagreenieQE 
tween the two kings, and Henry's su' 
quent death, as I have already stated,* j 
these are facts which clearly prova the flou- 
rishing state of the Jewish finances in Enj 
land during this reign ; and although lhi\ 
Jews had l>een frequently subjected to hea' 
pecuniary exactions under the reign 
Henry the Second, still the vigorous admi 



* From Henry's History of Great Britain, oiiel 
would be led to believe tliat the " one hundred sm 
thirty thousflfld pounds were raiKd," — VoL t, p, Wi/ 
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^tratiou of that prince had shielded them 

am popular Tiolence. They were still able 

carry on their trades and their profes- 

>ns. In spite of the reports circulated by 

monks, that the Jews were sorcerers (in 

snsequence of their superior medical skill), 

iristian patients would frequent the houses 

[the Jewish physicians in prefereace to the 

lonasteries, where cures were pretended to 

vfe been effected by some extraordinary re- 

ics, such as the nails of St. Augustine, the 

treraity of St. Peter's second toe, the breath 

'our Lord, which Kicodemus secnred in a 

plore, the feathers of the wings, of the arch- 

igel Michael, and more such-like relics. I 

leed hardly add that the cures eifected by 

Jewish physicians were more numerous 

than those hy the monkish impostors. 

Andrews — who was evidently no friend to 

ie Jews — in his continuation of Henry's 

Jritainj observes — "The partiality in favour 

'Jewish physicinns was unaccountdhie, and 

abably iil-fonnded ; yet Elizabeth chose to 

jst her health in the hands of the Hebrew, 
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Rodrigo Lopez, ratlier than, have recot 
to many English, students in medicine, of c 
siderable abilities, who attended her 
And in a note he adds — " The same fant 
preference had made Fraacis I., when 
posed with a tedious complaint, ^PP^J 
Charles V. for an Israelite, who was the; 
perial phyaician. Accordingly, the 
wliom he sought for visited Paris ; buti 
king, finding that be had been converEel^ 
Christianity, lost all confidence in his' 
vice, and applied to his good ally, SoUi 
II,, who sending him a true, hardened . 
the monarch took his counsel, drank 
milk, and recovered."* 

When Kiog Henry died, the Jews 
to hope for better days. They were enc 
raged in their hopeg by Richard's condil 
who, after his return fromNonnandy — ^whe 
lie had been as prince — proclaimed lil 
to all prisoners and captives, even to 
greatest criminals. The coronation 



* Vol. ii. p. 63. 
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ffhiah was to take place in the begmning of 
Che month of September, x, J>. 1 189, was pro- 
claimed by the intended king to be an uni- 
Pial day of joy ; and to crown all, that year 
believed by all Jews to have been one of 
their jubilees. 

All these circumstances conspired to flat- 
ttr the oppressed Jews, and to raise their 
ppectation that tliej also would experience 
ercj from the lion -hearted monatc^h, and 
d them to hope that together with this 
lign an era of better days would be intro- 
iced into the annals of their hiatory in this 
iantry. But, alas ! hope told them a flat- 
aing tale. 

From the accession of this sovereign to the 

rone, the Jews had to date in character 

blood the commencement of a new and 

ost severe series of sufferings and outrages; 

eir footsteps in this country from the days 

Richard to the days of Edward the First — 

lien they were finally banished — may be 

acked by their blood ; against them sym- 

fcthy has been steeled, and for their rights 

u 2 
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justice has had no balunces. So fiir has the 
bitterness of their affliction been from excif- 
ing commiseration, or their hopeless 
tration frora distirming cruelty, that howi 
Norraan, Saxon, Dane, and Briton may ha' 
differed in other respects, and however 
verse they were to each other, they concu 
in treading down the Jews, and contended 
which should look with greatest detestatioa 
upon a people whom it waa accounted a po-iiil 
of religion to hate, to revile, to despise, to 
plunder, and tn persecute. 

How truly was it said, that " except, par 
haps, the flying fish, there was no race exist- 
ing on the earth, in the air, or in the waters, 
who were the objects of such an unintermit- 
ting, general, and relentless persecution m 
the Jews of this period. Upon the slightest 
and most nnreasotiable pretences, as well as 
upon accusations the most absurd and ground 
less, their persons and property were exposed 
to popular fury."* 

* Sir Walter Scott. 
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It may not l>e unmstructive, however, to 
IweU on. the history of the Jews in this 
liealm during that period — though a dreary 
tale of woe — as it throws a great measure of 
Hght upon the national character of the 
people of this country, and the nature of its 
government during the dark ages of its an- 
Bftla; and if it be painful to you to hear of 
inassaeres, extortions, and persecutions per- 
petrated by your ancGstors, upon a defence- 
less people, it is still a subject of congratu- 
lation that you are permitted to turn your 
eyes upon the improved state both of the 
persecuted and the persecutors — an idea 
which is naturally reflected from the opaque 
surface of these barbarous times with a lumi- 
nous brightness, upon your owu more happy 
epoch. 

Richard C<sur de Lion, whose whole 
thoughts were engaged in the contemplated 
relief of the Holy Land, and the recovery of 
Jerusalem, seems to have regarded the Jews 
with feelings of especial antipathy, as bein^ 
Ithe determined and sworn enemies of a reli- 
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gion of which he professed Iiiraself so zealous 
a champion. Tlie courtiers and the clergf, 
especially Baldwin, Archbishop of CaDte^ 
bury, endeavoured to make the king believe 
that the Jews wera in general sorcerers, and 
might possibly bewitch him if allowed t-o be 
present at his coronjition. Actuated by these 
sentiments, and desirous, perhaps^ to give 
proof of the so-mreign contempt he entertained 
towards the opponents of Christianity in ge- 
neral, Richard, a& one of the first acta of hia 
reign, caused a proclamation to be issuGd, the 
day before hia inauguration, forbidding any 
woman or Jew to approach the paJace dup' 
ing the ceremony of his coronation. BoHi 
women and Jews were considered by the 
ministers of the Church to practice sorcery 
and witchcraft.* 



* MisaStriclclaiidgires the following is a reason for 
the escluaion of women: — " As the etiquette of the 
queen-mother's re<«jit widowhood prevented her from 
sharing in this splendid festival, all womcD were for- 
bidden to be present at its celebration." — Queens oj 
England, voi. i. p. 373. 
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iThe issuing of such a proclamation at the 
tonimencement of th« reign, was an ill omen 
wf the treatment which the Jews were to 
expect under the government of the Dew 
monarch. They were desirous, if possible, 
to reconcile the mind of the king, and with a 
view to this purpose, deputed some of the 
clii<if men from amongst them to carry rich 
presents to him.* These persons, hoping th:it 
Ltbey would be protected by reason of the gifts 
Bwirhich they were the bearers — which, as 
^r. ToTey says, " were full worthy of his 
■Kseptance" — Tentiired to approach the court- 
' yard of the palace at the time of the coro- 
Dation» in order to crave leave of adniit- 
Unce, but the confluence pressing forward, 
they were, before they could obtain permission 
te enter, forced within the gates. The atten- 
dants trho were stationed at the entrance, 
charged them with disobedience to the king's 
immand, and with blows forced them back 
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* Tliose who came from a distance must have lieeii 
talljr ignorant of the loyai proclamation since it 
only one day old- 
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ioto the street. The mob who were agsen, 
bled at the outside, when they saw what ttwA 
place, raised a cry that the king desired lie 
proc]aiQiitioii he had issued to be eaforcei 
and forthwith fell upon such of the Jews ai 
were mingled with the crowd, and beating 
them, many were severely wounded, aoine 
killed, and many were left half dead. A re- 
port was now quickly spretid through the city 
that the king had ordered all the Jews to 
be put to death, for the disregard they had 
shown to his proclamation. The people 
lost no time in putting this supposed order 
into eseoution. The Jews were sought out 
hy the populace in every quarter of the cily, 
and wherever thej were found, were slain 
without mercy. Many took refuge in their 
houses, and defended themselves with deter- 
mined courage, till the rabble, whose ftuy 
was increased by the opposition they expe- 
rienced, set fire to their houses and burned 
them to the ground, the Jews and their 
families perishing in the flames. The cruel- 
ties that were inflicted were so atrocious, 
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it the more sober-minded citizens, who had 

Tain endeavoured to restrain the mob, sent 

formation at len^h to the king of what 

s taking place. He was at the time seated 

the banquet, but immeiiiately gave direc- 

ina to Randulph de Grandville, the Lord 

gh Steward, to quell the tumEilt. This 

icer, taking with him some of the chief 

bility, used his endeavours to put a stop 

the outrage ; but the populace would pay no 

;ard to hia authority, threatened him with 

olence, and compelled him to retire. No 

terference of the chief justice and his offi- 

;, whom the king had despatched to quell 

tumult, availed, until the multitude were 

'ged with spoil, and tired with the labour 

aughter. The tumult continued duriuy 

whole night; the houses of all the Jews 

plundered, and most of them burned, 

it was not till the next day that an end 

put to the proceeditigs, by a large force 

,t into the city by the king. A few of the 

bet active of the rioters were apprebencied. 

Id three of them were afterwards executed ; 





130 



RABIII JACOB ONE OF THE SLAIN. 



not, however, for tLe pillage and miinlef of 
the unfortunate Jews. One of them ww 
hanged because he did not confine his vil- . 
liiny to the Jews, biit took advantage of the ^ 
uproar to plunder the house of a Christian; 
imd the other two — who also met with the 
samt fate — because bj" setting fire to tifi 
house of iL Jew they had exposed the dwel- 
lings of the neighboui'ing Cbristians to Jfr 
struction. And we are further informed 1»J 
another historian, " that the inquirj^ sooD 
stopped, m many conaidemWe citizens were 
involved in the guilt, and as the priicsts ap- 
plauded the pious zeal which destroyed so 
many enemies to the Christian faith."* 

The celebrated Rabbi, Jacob of Orleans. 
was among the great number of Jews who 
were slain on this night ; as appears from 
the following short notice of that awfij event, 
by RabbJ GedeUah ben Joseph Jachija, in his 
Shahkeleth Hakahbalahy fol. cxi. col. i. : — 
" In the year 4930 [A. M. L190, A. d.] when 

* Noorthouclt, p, 34. 
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ichard became new king in tbe city of Lon- 
m, which is in England, our Rabbi, Jacob 
Orleans, was put to death in. glorification 
f God's name, and many other Jews witli 
im."* 

The following circumstance, which occur- 
ed during that dreadful uproar, will give us 
ome idea of the means which the Christian 
Jhurch of that period employed in order to 
ring the Jews to a knowledge of salvation. 
fhilat animated by the above-mentioned 
lad frenzy and murderous rage, a Jew who 
ras called Baruch (being interpreted, Bene- 
ict or Blessed), ofTork, was seized, and 
■mmanded to choose either to profess Chris- 
fflity or to die immediately. Thi? man, 
save his life, called out that he would 
brace the Christian faith, whereupon he 
'as carried by the mob to the Prior of St. 
Ary of York, and was by him baptized. The 
, hearing of the conversion, or rather of 
baptism, commanded the Jew to be brought 



* See Appendix A. 
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into bis presence, and catechised him whe- 
ther he had sincerely renounced his tbrmer 
Ikitb. He answered that he had not, but 
only through fear of death submitted to what- 
ever the Christians required of him. Kiebard, 
who was at the time attended by the chief 
dignitaries of the Clmrch, asked the Arcli- 
liisbop of Canterbury what punishment shoufd 
he inflicted on the apostate ? The arch- 
bishop replied — '* Not any ; for if he will not 
be a man of God, let him be a man of the 
devil." 

" With which answer," says the author 
of the Anglia Judaica, " the king being some- 
thing surprised, suffered the man to slip away, 
and there was no further notice taken of 
him." He continues — " This archbishop, de- 
lighting more in carnal than spiritual war- 
fare, had his brains knocked out, within a 
few months after, at the siege of Acre." 
Poor Benedict, however, did not survive 
more than a few days after that. 

The Jews, in order to secure the king's 
favour, came forward with large supplies of 
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aoney towards the holy expedition — pro- 
lely so called — wMch the Hag undertook 
I that year, and were therefore declared by 
L proclamation to be under the king's especial 
[protection. 

But the spirit wliich had broken out in 

London against tliem, was speedily conimu- 

I nicated to other parts of the country. To 

pilit an end to these disorders, the king caused 

writs to be issued through all the counties, 

forbidding any molestation to be offered to 

the Jews. But notwithstanding these writs, 

the Jews were, in many places, subjected to 

severe persecutions ; they were attacked in 

so many places at once, that their utter ruin 

.seemed determined and inevitable. Bromp- 

[toii tells us that the citizens of Norwich were 

Fthe first who followed the bad example of 

the Londoners, and were soon followed by 

those of other places. In Dunstable and 

some other towns they saved themselves by 

professing to renounce the Jewish faith, and 

by being baptized into the so-called Church 

Christ. In the town of Lynn they were 
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treated with grent severity and cruelty. And 
here must be remarked — ^for it U the part 
of an impartial historian to state the whole 
truth, pro and co?i — that the Jews were 
themselves the authors of their sufleriags at 
Lynn. 

The circumstances under which the tumult 
there took place, were the following : — a Jeff 
had been converted to Cliristianity ; his bre- 
thren were enraged at his conduct, and sought 
to be revenged. They waylaid him, ami one 
day as he passed through the streets, enilei' 
vottred to get liim into their power ; he, toff- 
ever, fled, and took refuge in a neighbour- 
ing church ; some of the Jews pursued hiin 
thither; whereupon the sailors belonging to 
a ship then lying in the harbour, raised a cry 
that it wag intended to put the convert to 
death, and being joined by the townspeople, 
under the plea of saving the man's life, fell 
upon the Jews, drove them to their dwellings, 
and entering with them, slew many, carried 
off whatever valuables they could find, and 
then set fire to their houses. The mariners, 
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eimched by the spoil, embarked ioimediately 
on. lnoard their vessel, and putting to sea, got 
dear otF. The townspeople were caUed to 
Mcoimt for the outrage which had been com- 
atted^ in disobedience to the proclamatian 
Bed by the Hng, but escaped puuishment 
I7 laying the whole blame to the charge of 
the sailors. Dr. Jost betrnys here — as well 
Jis in many other platea — no small measure 
<tf partiality, whea he taJkes upon himself, 
Tfithoiit any reason whatever, to assert that 
"it was doubtless Aij? [i. e. the convert's] 
faalt that he was persecuted in the open 
street, by his former co-religionists.*" 

The same spirit of animosity still pervades 
the feelings of the Jews towards their con- 
verted brethren. A circumstance to the same 
effect happenedin this town (Liverpool) about 
three years ago. A Jew who had been ground- 
lessly suspected of incLuiring into the doctrines 
fof Christianity, entered a. Jewish shop on 

* Den Anlass dazu gah ein getavfter Judr, der, 
tihne Zureifel durcfi seine Schuid, van &mrir;n ehema- 
ligea Oenasien air/ opener Straae ver/bijft wiirde. 
GcBcbichte der Israeliten, vol vii. p. Il9. 
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the eve of the Passover, and was accosted 
another Jew who was in the shop, by the sa- 
lutation, you are an accursed jirshoomad,* 
which the accased repudiated with disdain. 
The accuser, thinking, I suppose, that he 
had an opportunity to do God service, 
his brother a tremendous hlow on his iaaar 
by which he almost broke his nose. As I 
said before, the charge was made without 
any ground ; the insulted Jew therefore, who 
was ignorant of the precept, " pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you," took out the offender, on the first daj" 
ofPassover, from the synagogue, andbrougli!: 
him before the mayor of thia town, and had 
him duly punished. 

The Rev. Mr. ?anli, missionary to 
Jews at Amsterdam, writes thus on 
eighth of June last:f — " This moment I h( 
of the following extraordinary occurren( 



* A nicknaine given hy nnocmvertecl Jews to their 
brethren who believe ia Christ. See Appendix* 

t See Jewish Intelligence for July, 1845, p. 25! 
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t night a Jewish, gentleman, no doubt 
m the country, was passing the Jewish 
T. Some Jews took him for me, and 
a second a tremendous crowd, chiefly 
ortuguese Jews, was assembled, and in 
ate of all remonstraneea of the poor man 
,t he was not ' Domine' Pauli, they rushed 
m him and beat him unmercifully, and 
Lim half dead. When the mistake was 
;fcimd out, they did all they could to prevent 
tke ill-used gentleman from giving notice of 
tlie affiiir to the police. He complied with 
titeir request, only wishing heartily that his 
bmises and broken head could be transferred 
to me.'* 

The Eev. H. S. Joseph, formerly a Jewish 
fiabbi of Bedford, now a clergyman of the 
Church of England, was called upon after hia 
feonversioa to Christianity, by a Mr. Moses 
J. Anaell, a conneaiion of his, who professed 
to be friendly disposed towards him, and wiah- 
ing to discuss in a quiet manuer the doc- 
trines of Christianity, with which Mr. Joseph 
readily complied. The discussion lasted for 
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some time, during wtich Mr. Joseph enii 
voured to prove to his friend tluifc bis rea 
for embracingChristianity were cogent am 
Mr. Ansell^ finding that be could not 
prove the convert's argiimenta from 
hire, said to bim — " Kow we are by 
selves ; you need not be afraid of me, I 
divulge your miod to nobody. Tell me, 
do you really believe that Jesus of Noza 
the crucified one, was the Messiah ?" 
unbelieving Jews fancy that it h im] 
for a Jew to be really a believer in Ci 
however powerful the arguments ore in^ 
vour of Ghristianity.) Mr. Joseph replied' 
" I believe from my heart that Jesus of Na- 
zareth was the true Messiah, and in him 
alone do I hope for salvation." No sooarf ' 
did he utter that confession, than hie gaest 
laid violent hands on hinij and knocked hini'i 
down to the^ound. What carnal weapons?' 
It was well for Mr. Anaell that Mr. Jos 






* See ft $ll)fi|l pamphlet of his, entitled, " lUasona' 
for believing that Jesus of Nazoieth was the expe 
Messiah." 
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a Christian. To return, however, to 
e twelfth century. 

By this time King Richard had passed oyer 
the Continent, to join the king of France 
the crusade to Palestine- Those who had 
:en the cross were assembled in most of 
le principal towns, preparing to follow him. 
ihe&e, the greater nnmber were ill pro- 
ided with funds to defray the expenses of 
thdr journey to the Holy Land, and their 
zeal in the sacred cause readily justified any 
duct, whereby the pious object to which 
they were pledged might l>e advanced. They 
observed with envy that the Jews were pos- 
seaaed of wealth ; they regarded them as in- 
fidela, and worked themaelves into a belief 
that they should render good service to God, 
jf, by wresting the riches from the hands of 
unbelievers, they obtained the means for aid- 
ing in the overthrow of the enemies of Chria- 
tianity in the East. 

On the seventh day of March 1190, a 
public fair being held at Stamford, had 
lirawn together to that place great multi- 
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tudea of people, and amongst them whok 
troops of those roaming saints, as they were 
called. These zealous men, indignant that 
the enemies of Christ should abound ifl 
wealth, while they^who wereHis great friends, 
were obliged to strip their wives and chil- 
dren of common necessariGs, in order to be 
equipped with travelling expenses, argued 
that God would be highly honoured il'they 
should first destroy all the Jews, and tlien 
possess themselves of their property. " So 
ready are men to believe what makes for 
their worldly advantage" — observes Tovey — 
" accordingly they flew upon them with 
great vigour and resolution, and finding 
very little resistance from an oppressed and 
spiritless enemy, quickly made themselves 
masters both of their [persons and fortunes ; 
the former of which thoy treated with s^ 
kinds of barbarity. Some few of them, it- 
deed, were so ibrtitoate as to get shelter in 
the castle, whither, as they fled without their 
riches, the source of all their misery, they 
were not earnestly pursued. And as these 
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rout pilgrims pretended to do all this for 
advancement of God's glory, to show they 
pre in earnest, they took shipping as fast 
I they could, and fled away for Jerusalem ; 
^t so much as one of them being detained 
the magistrates, or any further inquiry 
ie hy the king into such a aanctifiod piece 
■viliany."* 

The same outrages wore committed in seve- 
other parts of the kingdom. The Game 
rit prevailed also at Lincoln. An attack 
on the point of being made on the help- 
Jews there ; but as by that time the me- 
icholy intelligence was noised abroad, and 
lie Jews were every where made acquaint' 
that thG faithful {?) aimed at their de- 
action, they retired, therefoi-e, as soon as 
sible into the king's fortrcBS, which liberty 
liey purchased, with a large aum^of thegover- 
lor ; so that the majority of them escaped 
Hth little damage. At York, the popular 
feeling communicated itself to all classes of 



Anglia JuJajica, pp, 19, 20. See Appendix C. 
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the inhabitants, and many of the nobles a. 
principal gentry of the neighbourhood asse- 
ciated themselves with the soldiers of die 
cross, and with the knights of the tentpH 
whose characters were stained with the vilest 
of human passions. 

The origin of their persecution at Toifc 
waa the following. It appears that Benedict 
and Jocenns, two of the richest Jews of Tori, 
were deputed by their brethren of tliat city to 
carry presents to the king on his coronatioa 
day. The fate of the former you have al- 
ready heard ; the latter wtis so far fortU' 
nate as to be able to return to York, where 
he related the gad catastrophe which bod bo- 
fallen his brethren in London ; hut insteed 
of exciting commiseration in the breasts of 
his Gentile neighbours, his narrative had 
the effect of stimulating them to a like out' 
rage. The houses of the richest of the 
Jews were accordingly spoiled and burned, 
and many, together with their families, were 
murdered. The common people, urged by 
the example of their superiors, fell upon such 
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escaped tlie first aasaulta, and with aarage 
fury slew them, without regard to age or ses. 
^teen hundred, with their wives and chil- 
en, escaped to the castle^ and, by permia- 
on of the sheriff and keeper, took refuge 
Afterwards, thinking — for which they 
good reason — that these officers also 
taken part with their assailants, they 
id to allow them to enter, wherenpon 
he sheriff assembled an armed force, and 
siege to the castle. The mob joined 
the attack, and though they were before 
iciently bent upon destruction and plun- 
r, they were — to the shame of the eccle- 
HrfasticB of that day be it recorded — further 
^fltimnlated by the exhortations of the clergy. 
le in particiJar, a canon of the order of 
pKBtnonatratenses, displayed uncommon zeal 
the occasion. For sereral days he appeared 
longst the [Deople, dressed in his surplice, 
^r having eaten a consecrated host, and 
satly incr^sed their fury by continually 
calling out in a loud voice — " Destroy the 
enemies of Christ ! — Destroy the enemias of 
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Jesus !" At length the priest received the 
punishmeat his conduct justly raeriteJ; for 
having approached too near the walls, lie 
was crushed to death by a stone which was 
rolled down from the battlements 

For a time the Jews defended tliemselves 
witli desperate bravery ; Imt the assault 1>eiiij 
warmly pressed, they found that they had no 
hopes of escape, and they otFered a large aum 
of money that their lives might be sjMred, 
This was refosert, and they proceeded again 
to take vigorous measures for their defence, 
determining to hold out to the last monient; 
calling at the same time — which was ri^t 
_a council, to take into consideration what 
was to be done in case of their bemg 
driven to extremities, which consultation al- 
tered their purpose completely. For whfiiL 
they gathered themselves toegther into one 
place, one of their rabbles, a man of great au- 
thority amongst them, and who also made the 
convocation, stood up and addressed them in 
the following words : — ■" Ye men of Israel, the 
God of our fathers, to whom none can say, 
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doest thnu ? commanda us nt this time 

'die for his law ; and behold ! death is even 

are our eyes, and there is Eothing left ns 

consider but how to undergo it in the 

st reputable and easy manner. If we fall 

the hands of our enemies (which I think 

liere w no possibility of escaping), our deaths 

. not only be crael but ignominious. They 

not only torment us, but despitefully nse 

My advice therefore is, that we volun- 

arily surrender those lives to our Creator, 

hioh He seems to call for, sind not wait for 

ay other executioners than ourselves. The 

ct is both rational and lawful ; nor do we 

fant examples from amongst our illustrious 

Dcestors, to prove it so : they have fre- 

IpJently proceeded in the like manner upon 

he same occasions."* Thus spoke the old 

abbi, after which he sat down and wept. 

The auditors looked first wistfiilly tit each 

her, and then gave utterance 

Ithougbts — some loudly approving the ad- 



See Appendix D. 
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vice of the Rabbi, wtilst others, with teai 
in their eyes, sivowej tiieir dissent from tlie 
Rabbi's opinion. 

To which the rabbi, standing up a sec«i4j 
time, replied — " Seeing, brethren, that we i 
not all of one mind, let those who do not 
prove of this advice depart from this assei 
Idy." The less courageous departed. 
liy far the greater number adhered st 
fustly to tlie leatler's proposal. And as sooa i 
as they perceived themselves alone, wliichl 
increased their despair, they first bumwLl 
every thing belonging to them that was coii". 
sumable by lire, and buried the remainJer 
in the earth (to prevent its falling into the 
possession of their enemies); they then set 
fire to sevefal places of the Gastle at onfle,af- ' 
ter which each man took a sharp knife, Oii 
first cut the throats of their own wivea and 
children^ and then their ovm. The persons 
who remained last alive were this rash coun- 
sellor, and the aforementioned Jocenus, who 
were possessed of a strong desire to see every- 
thing performed according to their directions; 
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< they did not survive much longer ; as 8<.K>ri 
it atrocious work was over, the lliilibi, 

;of respect to Joceuus (who was a person 
iportance), first slew him, and then hiiii- 

f* When this dreadful act was com- 

*, tlitffie who retuained alive took up 

dead bodieSj and threvr them over the 

8, on the heads of the besiegers ; and de- 

ained at last npon the expedient of their 

Bthi-en. They also burned their clothes, 

such of their valuables as woidd con- 

3, and threw the rest of their treasures 

■ the sinks and drains of the castle ; and 

greater part of those who survived, col- 

pting themselves together in cue of the 

idings, set fire to it, and resigned them- 
to the flames. A few only, of less 

arage than their brethren, tJtill remained. 

' Dr Jo9t states, that " Joceiiua first stranglf^d hh 

Hnniiali wicU hb five cliildr^ti, und then allowed 

IKelt' to be slain hy tte Habbi, whose example whs 

owed hy all tlie remainder." 

JoKfn eru>iir</le Sfiiie fnru Uiiitim iiiii /'"if Kin- 

inn, lint/ fiega sieA dann pan deni Ralibi aieiler- 

nkiiichleii. Semem Beiapiel foigten alie Uehrlgen. 
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These, coming forward upon the rampar 
called out to the assailants, and showed the] 
manner in which their companions had fell- 
en, and offered to receive baptism, if their I 
lives might be spared. This was granted to 
them ; but they no sooner passed the gate] 
than the people fell upon them and sle 
them, with the exception of one or two who] 
escaped ; which proved that tl« Rabbi was 
not far wrong in his calculation. The popa- 
laee afterwards betook themselves to the de- 
stroying and burning of all the houses of] 
the Jews in the city which had not beeol 
previously demolished. Thus perished fif- 
teen hundred Jews at York on this occa-| 
sion, besides those who fell in the other parts 
of England. 

Now conies the secret. No sooner did the 
English make an end of butchering that un-j 
happy people, than many gentlemen of the' 
province — who having been their debtors,] 
and took, therefore, the most active part] 
in the carnage — repaired to the cathedral, 
where their bonds were denosited. coojiieUeii 
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the officer to deliver those obligations, and 
Ourned thnm ia the church widi great solem- 
lity before the altar. 
When tie account of these outrages reach- 
the king's ears, he was exceedingly en- 
iged at this insult upon hie authority, which 
^t the same time affected his revenue ; he sent 
BTer immediate directions to the Bishop of 
Sljj his chancellor, to apprehend and punish 
(ihe offenders. The chancellor accordingly 
, proceeded to York with a strong force, to 
teeute the king's commnnds : but the prin- 
ipal actors in the massacres there, bt^ing 
warned of his approach, made their escape ; 
some of them taking refiige into Scotland, but 
Lthe greater number proceeding on their jour- 
I ney to tiie Holy Land. The governor of the 
castle and the sheriff were, however, appre- 
hended, and not being able to clear their con- 
dact, were deprived of their respective oihces. 
A heavy fine was also imposed upon the inha- 
bitants of the city, for which the chancellor 
[took one hundred hostages with him. Ri- 
ichard, maJa hestia (wic'ked beast), or as he is 
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callnd Mallebisse, waa obliged to pay twen 
i!i!irks for the use of his land, as also 
protection to biraself ami liis two esquires,* 
till the king^s return ; but, with these en 
tions, it does not appear that any individi 
was brought to punishment for the 
had taken in the late disturbances. 

When Richard ruturni,;d home, after his 
captivity, the affairs of the Jews were again 
liruught under his consideration ; and he a\i- 
jjointcd justices itinerant to proceed throtigli 
the different parts of England for the iiiiriwse 
of making further inquiries concerning the 
slaughter of the Jews — who were the mur- 
derei-s ? — what lands and chattels belonged 
to them at the time they were slain ? — who 
took possession of the same ? &c. He estab- 
lished very curious regulations, professedly 
for the protection of the Jews, but really 
— as it was well observed — '* that he luigbt 
deece them at his pleasure." He estab- 
lished the famous excubqueb of the Jews. 

* See .appendix E. 
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le reTennes arising froni them were placed 
mder the care of an office for the pur- 
ose, in which i^Q justiciaries of the Jews 
presided. To these places Jews and Chria- 
tians were indifferently appointed. They 
not only the Jewish revenues under 
^tiieir care, but were also judges of all civil 
latters, where a Jew was one of the parties. 
)rd Coke takes notice of this court, and 
sails it the " Court of the Justices of the 
FewH." 

"In order to know" — observes Dr. Tovey — 
" what were the particular moniesjgoods, debts, 
real and personal estates belonging to every 
Jew in the nation, he commanded (something 
after the manner of the Conqueror's Domes- 
day) that fill effects belonging to Jews should 
[be registered. 

^ That the concealment of any particulai- 

ihould be forfeiture of body and whole estat*. 

" That six or seven public places should 

the appointed, wherein all their contracts were 

(to be made, 

" That all such contracts should be made 
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in the presence of two assigned lawyers, 
were Jews, and two that were Christi 
and two public notaries, 

" Tliat the Clerks of WUliam de Sancta 
Maria, and William de Chimelll, slioidd likfr 
wise be present at all siKjh contracts. 

" That such contracts should likewise 
rande by indenture: one part of which was 
to remain with tlic Jew, sealed with the seal 
yf him to whom the money was lent ; and tlie 
other in a coraraon chest, to which there was 
to be three locks and three keys, 

" One key whereof was to be kept hy the 
said Jewish lawyers, the other by tlie Chris- 
tian lawyers, and the third by the aforosaiil 
Clerks. 

" The chest also was to he sealed with 
three seals. 

"'The aforesaid Clerks were also coramaiiii- 
ed to keep a transcript roll of all such con- 
tracta; which roll was to be altered as often 
lis the original charters of contract were al- 
tered. 

" And the fee for drawing every such char- 
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iwas to be three pence ; one moiety whereof 
to be paid by the Jew, and the other 

jiety by him to whom the money was 
"Whereof the two writers were to 

Lve two pence, and the keeper of the rolls 

tie third. 
" It was ordained likewise^ that as no con- 
uts for money, so no payment of it, or ac- 

aittance, or any other alteration in the 

hartera, or transcript rolls were to be made, 

at in the presence of the aforesaid persons, 

it the greater jjart of them. 
" The aforesaid two Jews were to have a 

upy of the said transcript roll, and the two 

christians another. 
" Every Jew was to take an oath ii]>on liis 

pil,* that he would tndy and faithfully regia- 

all his estates, both real and personal, as 

ovB directc 1 ; and discover every Jew 

ioni he should know guilty of any conceal- 

Bnt; as likewise all forgers, or falsifiers *>f 

barters, and clippers of money." 



* Parchment MS. of the Peotateucli . 
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Under those regulations the Jewa li^rf 
[leaceably ; for they Tery seldom, on their i 
part, violate any regulations established' 
between tliemselves and others ; and as it 
uas the king's interest to adhere to the 
iibovG regulations on his part, the Jeitt| 
therefoi'6 enjoyed comparative tranquillity. | 
But at no small expense. 

The jasticcs of the Jews at that time were ' 
a certain Benedict, and Joseph Aaron. Theirj 
contracts, or, as they were then called, SAto- 
vy;/A, from th« Hebrew, or rather Chaldee, 
word loa? Shtar^ were written either in indif- 
ferent Hebrew, or bad Latin, or the same 
sort of French.* That conrt where all those 
documents were deposited, obtained the nami; ' 
id' "The Star Chamljer."+ It was well re- 1 
marked that Kichard made the Jews most 
nnfortimate. He used them as a press, with] 
wliich to squeeze Kis subjects. By whiiili] 
they incurred no small degree of animosity 
irom their Christian ueighbours.J 

* See Appendix F. f See Appenili.x G. 

X See Gescliichtc cEer Israeliten, rol. vii. p. 130- 
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'yriih I'ira icnn ^'7o mpn ni-na a"pnrn njiua 
■y'jiisfo apy la-ST 'n wn»pi ma (Ti'ijSjrNaT 

The same Habbi Gedaliah, author of the SheiUht- 
tk Ha^cfiahh, makes mention of Kabbi Jacob of 

Meana, in another part of the same book, vis., when 
teaking of the age of the celebratetl Maimonides, 
irchi, &c., he names oTir Rabbi Jacob, as "a dia- 

npaished sage," and also tells ua that he was one 
d the sa.me with Rabbi Tarn, grandson of the fa- 

loua Rabbi Solomon Jarcbi, who was one of the aii- 
lors of the Tosppkntk. The fallowing are Hjibhi 
ddiah's own words : — 

p3 xim j"pnpi n:r a^nji jSeiq can ,ij,i 

\aljihele(.h Hahttf/utaht fol. 5U, coL 2 : — 



B. 



^C'.I'Q M'sAoomad literally signifips destroyed 
le; but it is iis«d by the Jews to denote a brother 
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Jew who embraced the religion of Jesus, It is 
rather curious that the first time the word ia miidpj 
use of, occocdLng to the Jews* own showing, 
pears to hove been bj Jesus, against those J 
who disWli^v^il hiru. The foLicwiiig passa^ 
proBching the Jews Tor their infidetity and blw- 
phemj — occurs in the W nn*?!,-! ToMoiA Jeiliv 
— ft most blftspheraoua production, |)ur}H>fttng togi'f 
n narraUTe of Jesus Christ : — 

Indeed, whenCTer a Gonyerted Jew giets an Opportii- 

nity of coinpariiig notes with nn unconverted erne, it 
always appears moM palpably that the epithet ^I:11V0 
STahoomad ia more applicable to the latter tliaa to 
tie former j for the former gene-rally can jirove to de- 
monstration, that he is a fuithful follower of Moses 
and the Prophets, whilst the latter caa do do aicti 
thing. 



c. 



Henry (le Knyghtou.inhis "DeEventiliusAjitglife," 
gives as the following piece of information : — "' One 
John, & inost bold Christian, flying from Stanford 
with manyspoyls of the Jews, tO' Northampton, was 
there secretly slain by his host, to get his money, 
and thrown without the city in the night, the mur- 
derer flying thereupon. After which, through the 
dreams of old women, and fallacious signs, the simple 
people, attributing to him the merits of n martyr, 
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boriaared his sepulchre with solemn vigils and gifts. 
TdU was derided by the wise me-ii, yet it was nccept- 
*ble to the Clerks there limig, hy reason of llje 
gains."* Strange, howeverj Englishmeu will allrt- 
bute avarice and love of money to the poor Jrws, 
rxtLer tlmn to iheit otvd ant'estors, who possessed by 
fu the greater share of both. 



D. 



Tlip Rddrosa of the York Rabbi is eriilently a di* 
tof EleaEar'a speeches in the fort orMnsada. After 
destruction of Jerusalem (a.b. 72), * great num- 

r of the Jews entrenched themselves in that fort, 

d for apnie time defended themsclTea so brnTely, 
t it east the lUnnpns one bloody battle niore. 
iwever, when the besieged beheld that in coiise- 

lence of the tire which the Roman engines sent 
iia their fortfesB, its further Jcfence was impos- 

ile, the whole garrison, at tlie instigation of Ele- 
ir, their commanders surrendered themselves to a 

rluotary d«eth, alayittg first their wives and chil- 
li, and then each other, to the number of 960, 
but they might not fall into Uie hands of the hated 

laiegers. As the nnfnl tragedies are so strikingly 

ke, it mn^ nnt be uninteresting to the reader to 
e a view of both leaders* addresses at the same 
e i i therefore give here the speeches of Eleazar, 
g though they are ; — 



• 8«e PtTnne'i Damarrer, Part U p. 13. 
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" Since we long ^;o, mj generous friends, resoiTsJ , 
never to be servants to the Ramans, nor to anj otha 
than to God himself, whn alone is ibe true and jus! 
Lortl of mankind, the time is now come that obli|e 
us to mak? that rcsaluCion true in pr&cti(^e, AndlM 
lis nut st this tinto bring n reproach upon oarsrhci 
fur self-contradiction ; while we formerly woiiM no* 
undergo slavery-, though it viete then without Jan^'i 
hut must now, tflgether with slavery, chouse sod 
punishments also as urc intolerable ; I mean thia. 
upon theauppositiou that the Romans once reducfi* 
under their power while we are alive. We were iht 
very first thnt revolted from them, and we nrc ttn 
last that fight sgninst them i snd I cannot but e^Hem 
it fls a favour tlmt God li&lh granted us, thnt it i< 
still ill our power to die bravely, and in a slate <i( 
freedom, which hath not been the caae of others who 
were comjuered nnespectedly. It is very plain that 
we shall be taken within & day's time ; but it is still 
au eligible thiug to die after a glorious munnfr, 
together with onr dearest friends. This is what oni 
enemies themselves cannot by any mesLS hinder, fil- 
though they be very desirous to take ua nlive. Nor 
cftu we propose to ourselves any more to fight tlieai, 
and beat them. It had be«n proper, indeed, for us 
to have conjectured at the purpose of God much 
sooner, and at Iho very first, when we were so desi- 
rous of defending onr liberty, nnrl when we received 
such sore treatment from one another, and worse 
treatment from Our enemies ; sud to have heen sfii- 
sible that the same God who had of uld taken the 
Jewish nation into his favaur, had now condemned 
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t\tein to destruction ; for hnd he eitheT continued ta- 
tonrable, ot been but in a lesser degree displeased 
witt u&, he had not OT«flook^d the deatructloti of so 
y men, or delivered his most lioly city to fc* 
ed and demolished by our enemies. To be aare 
weaklj hoped to hApg preened OLirselves, and 
■selves alone, still in b. state of freedom, as if we 
been guilty of no sioa ourselves against God, nor 
in partaera with thos< of others : we also taviglit 
ler men to preseri'e their liberty. Wherefore, con- 
how God hath convinced us that our hopes were 
vdjn, by bringing such dtstresa upon ua in the des- 
|ierate state vie are now in, and which is beyond all 
our expectations ; for the nature of this fortress, 
vhich was in itself micontiuentbje, hath uot j>roved 
a means of our deliverance ; and even while we havt 
still abundance of food, and a great qoantity of arms 
and other ticccssnries more than we want, we are 
openly deprived hy God himself of all hope of deliver- 
ance ; for that fire which was driven upon our ene- 
mies did not, of its own accord, turn back upon the 
wall which we hnd boilt ; this was the effect of God's 
an^er against us for our manifold sins, whic:h we 
liave "been g^iilty of in a moat imsoletit and estrnva- 
gant manner with regard to our own eountrymeu ^ 
the punishment of which let us not receive from the 
Bomaus, but from God himself, aa executed by our 
own hands, for these wdl be more nindGrate than the 
other. Let our wives die before they are abused, and 
our children hel'ore they have tasted of slavery- ; and 
after we have slain them, let us bestow that glorious 
benefit upon one another mutanl 
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selves in frccilom, as an excellent funeral mouume 
for us. Hut first let us destroy our raonej and tli6 
fi>rtre9a by fire j for I am well assured thnt this irflJ 
be a great grief to the KomaDi, tlint lUiey shall nirf 
lie able to seize upon our bodies, and ahall fflii o^ 
our wealth alan ; and let us spare nothing bnt our 
provisions ; for they will be a. teatiriiotiia! wiien w 
are dead, that we were not subdued for want of M- 
ceasarjea; but that, aceording to our original resolu- 
tioti, we bave preferred death before slavery." 

The above address wfta not at first opprorcd of I9 
all, and consequently a second impetutvus speech wii 
elicited, which is tbe following ; — 

"Truly, I wa^ greatly mistaken when I thongbl 
to be assisting to brave men wha straggled hard for 
their liberty, aud to such as were resolved either to 
live with honour, or elae to die; hut 1 fiud that yon 
are such people as are no better thun others, eillier 
in virtue or in courage, and are afraid of dyin 
though you be delivered thereby from the greatest 
miseries, while you ought to make no delay in this 
matter, nor to await any one to give you good advice ; 
for the lawa of our country, and of God hLiuself, have, 
from aticient times, and as soon as ever wc could use 
our reason, continually taught us — and ourforefathera 
have corroborated the same doctrine by their actions, 
and by their bravery of miad— that it is life that is & 
calamity to men, and not death ; foT this last affords 
our souls their liberty, and sends them, by a removal^ 
into their own place of purity, where they are to be 
insensible of all sorts of miacry; for while sonds are 
tied down to a mortal body, they are partakers of its 
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niserles; and really, to speak the tnilli, they ore 
iem.&elves deitd ; for the miioiL of what ia divine to 
lirlkKt is mortal is dissgreeabEe. It is true the power 
lof tbe soul is gr«at, even when it is imprisoned in a 
[mortal body ; for by moving it aft^er a way that is iii- 
Itixible, it makes the body a sensible instrument, and 
I causes it to advance farther in its actions than mortal 
Mature could otherwise do. However, when it is 
freed from that weight which draws it down to the 
earth, and is conue<^ted with it, it obtains its own 
proper placet snd does then hecnme a partaker of 
that blessed power aad thoae ebilities, which are then 
every way incapable of being hindered Jii their opera- 
tion. It continues invisible, indeed, to the eyes of men, 
as does God himself ; for certainly it is not itself seen 
nhile it is in the body, for it is there after an invi- 
sible manner, and when it is freed from it it is still 
dot 9een. It is this soul which hath one nattirej and 
that an incorruptible one also ; but yet it is the cause 
i>f the change that is made in the body ; for what- 
wever it be which the s^ul touches, tlist Uvea and 
flourishes ; and from whatsoever it is removed, that 
tvithera away and diea ; such a degree is there in it 
of immortality. Let me produce the state of sleep as 
1 most evident demoustration of the truth of what 1 
say, wherein soula, when the body does not distract 
them, have the sweetest rest depending on them- 
selves, and conversing with God, by their alliance 
to him; they then go eperywhere, and foretell many 
futurities beforehand. And why arc we afraid of 
death, while we are pleased with the rest that we 
ha.ve in sWp ?— -and how absurd a thing it is to pur- 
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sue after liberty while we are aliire, and jet lo et»j il 
lo oiirselrea where it will be eternal I We, therefore, 
who havp been brought up in a discipline of our dvb, 
ought to become an example lo others o( our re»di* 
neas to die ; ret if we do rot stand in need of forrifa- 
era to suppott ns m this matter, let us regard Ihose 
Indians who profess the exercise of philosophy ; for 
these good men do h«t unwillingly undergo the lime 
of lifp, and look upon it as s neceasary s>eTvitDde, and 
make haste to let their souls loose from their bodies, 
nay, when no misfortune presses them to it, nor 
drives them upon it, tliese have suoh a desire of a liff 
of immortality, that they tell other men heforebMni} 
that they are about to depart ; and nobody hinders 
them, but every one thinks them happy men, •nd 
gives them letters to he carried lo (heir familiiir 
friends (that are dead) ; so Brmly aad certainly do 
they hcheTe that savia. converse with one onother (in 
the other world). So when these men hnTe hearJ 
all sueh eomntands that are to be given them, they 
deliver their body to the lire ; and in order to their 
getting their soul a separation from the body, in tlie 
greatest purity, they die in the midst of hymns of 
commendation made to them ; for their dearest friends 
coDiluet tliem to their death more readily than do 
any of the rest of mankind conduct their feliow-citi- 
acns when they are going a very long journey, 
who, at the same time, weep on their own nccouut. 
Iiiit look upon the others as happy persons, as bo 
soon to be made partakers of the immortal order of 
beings. Are not we, therefore, ashamed to ha*» 
lower notions than the Indians ) and by our own 
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eawRrdiGe to lay a base reproscb upon tSie laws of our 

' oonntry, "liich are so iriich JesireJ anil imitated by 

' all maiitiiitl 1 But put til? cn^e that n£ hud heeu 

hrooght up uud«]- nsother p^rauasion, and taught 

that life is the greatest good whicli men are cnpaWe 

of, and that death is a calamity; however, the cir- 

icumstatices wo nrG now in ought lo lie an inducement 

[tOTisto bear such cHlnmity courageously, since it is 

by the will of Gwd nnd by necessity tLat we are to 

' die ( for it now appears that God hnth inade such h 

decree Rgainst the whole Jewish nation, that ve are 

[to b* deprived of this life, which (lie knew) we would 

Inot make a due use of; for do not yon ascribe the 

|o(M»3ioii of your present condition to yoiiraelves, nor 

t'thiiik the Itotn&as are the true occ&aion that this tvar 

[we hsTe had with them is become so destructive to lis 

r«U: these things have not come to pass by their power* 

[but B more powerful cause hath interrened, and niade 

DsalTord them an oeeasiou of their appearing to be 

anquerors over us. What Roman weapons, I pray 

"ion, were those by which the Jews of Cesarea were 

Mn? On the contrary, when they were no way 

^tlisposed to rebel, but were all the while keepinf; 

[their se^euth dny ftstiya], and did not so much as 

. up their hands against the citizens of Cesarea ; yet 

[did those citizens nin upon them in great crowds, and 

lit their throats, and the throats of their wives snd 

ehildren, and this without any regard to the Romans 

themselveSi, who never took ua for their enemies till 

we r^Tolted from them. Ewt some m»y be ready to 

My, that truly the people of Cesarea had always, a 

quarrel agaiost those that lived among them, and 
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that when an o|)portuuity offered itself, thev only 
!tatisfled the old rancour they had against tJien. 
What, then, shall we saj to those of Scjthopaliii 
who veotured to wage war with vs on account of till 
Greeks 1 Nor did they do it by way of rerejip 
Upon the Romans, when they Acted in concert intli 
our countrymen. "Wherefore you see how little ow 
good will aijd fidelity to them profited us ; w!iile titjr 
were sEain, they and their whole families, alter tlw 
most inhuQian munaer, which wls all the TC!|uiHl 
that was made to them for the assistance they W 
afforded the others ; for that very same destnictiM 
which they bad prevented fram failing upon tlic 
othera, did they suffer themselves from them, as if 
ihey liad been ready to be the actors against ih»l^. 
It would he too long for me to speak, at this liste, at 
every destruction brought upon us; for you cannot 
but know tluit there was not any one Syrian city 
wlii^rh did not »lay their Jewish iiihnbitjiuts, and vtct 
not more bitter enemies to us than were the Ramam 
themselves ; nay, even those of Damascus, when they 
were able to allege ao tolerable precence against uti 
filled their city with the luost barbarous ^laughtei in 
our people ; aud cut the throats of eighteen thcussiid 
.lews, with their wives and children. And as to tlie 
multitude that was slain in Egypt, and that: with tor- 
monls also, we have been informed tliey were more 
than sixty thousand ; those, indeed, being in a foreign 
country, and so naturally mcetiug^ with nothing to 
oppa5.e agiuost their euemies, were killed in the marL" 
ner foremen tinned. 

As fur all those of m who have waged wiir against 
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Komana in our own coimtryt had wc not suffi- 
ent reason to have sure hopes of victory ? For we 
arms, and walls, mid fortresses so prepared, as 
, to be easily taken, and courage not to be moved 
■any dan^rs in the cause of liberty, wbich cncou- 
us all to revolt from the Romans. But, then, 
deae advantages sufficed U9 hut for a short time, and 
nlj raised our hoyes, wliile they reallj appe&red to 
! the origin of our miseries ; for all we had. Lath 
en taken from us, and all hath falleQ under oitr 
aemie-s, as if these advatitagi^s were oaly to render 
ieir rictory over us the more glorious, and were not 
['disposed for the preservation of those by whom these 
I prepftfiititins were rnnde. And as for thpae that are 

[■Iready dead iu the war, il isreasonable we should es- 
feetn th«m blessed, for they are dead indefeudiug, and 
i»t ifl betraying their liberty ; but as to the multitude 
of those that are now under the Romans^ who would 
J not pity their condition? And who would not make 

ilt&ste to die, before he would suffer the same miseries 
■*ith tliemT So-oie of them have been put upon the 
^ack, and tortured with fire and whipping, aiid so 
■liied. Some have beeu half dewonred by wild beasts, 
■nd j€t have been reserved alive to be devoured br 
them a second time, in order to atford laughter and 
mpott to our eucinies ; and such of thoae as are alive 
kVttll, are to he looked on &s the most miserable, who, 
[being so desirous of death, could not come at it. And 
[where is now that great city, the metropohs of the 
^Jewish nation, which wa.s fortified by so niauy walls 
[round about, which had so many fortresses and large 
aweis to defend it, whicli could hardly coatain the 
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instnimenis prepared for the war, and which had 
many ten Lhoua&iKb of men to fight for it ! 
13 tliia citj tliat was l>elifveil to Lave God him 
linljiting therein r It is now deniolislicd to the 
toUQctations, and hath nothing but thnt tnoDumi 
it jircaencd, I menn the camp of those that 
(l&slfrtjed it, which still dwells upon its ruins, 
unfortuiiRte old men als^j lie upon the ashes o 
temple, and a few women are there preserved nlivi 
the enemy for our bittf^r ahame and reproach. Nfl«i 
■who is there that revolves tliese tbings in his mM, 
aud yet is able to hear the sight nf the aun, llioiigli 
he might live out of danger? "Wbo is theK « 
much his country's ememy, or bo unmnnly. and H 
desirous ofliviiig> as not to repent that he is still 
alive ? And I (-•niiDoC but wish that w? httd all died 
before we had seen that holy city demolished hf fht 
iiaiida (if our enemies, or the fuuudatioua of our hol^ 
tctnple dug ti|i after so proFiine a tnaon^r. But sla<6 
we had a generous hope that deluded iis, as if we 
mightj perhaps, have hi'eu nblc to avenge ourselrea 
on our enemies on that acL-ount, though it be now bN 
tome vanity, and halh It'll us alone in this diatrws, 
let us moke haste to die bravely. Let lis pity oar- 
selves, our children, and our wives, while it t& iu our 
power to show pity to them, for we are bom to die, 
as well as those were whom we have he^otten ; oar 
is it in the power of the moat happy -of our race to 
avoid it. But for abuses and slavery, and the sight 
of our wives led away after au iguomiaious loanner, 
with their children, these are not sucli evija as are 
nafiiritl and necessary among men ; although sueh sa 
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not prefer death before those miseries, when it is 
their power so to do, must undergo eveu tlien on 
sunt of their own cowardice. Wc reroUed from 
ic RoTnana with great pref&nsions to courage ; and 
en, at the verv last, they invitcfl us tn preserve our-- 
vtB, ne would not compij with them. Who will 
Bt, therefore, believe that they will eeTtninly be in a 
eat rage at us, in case they can take ub alive ? 
[Miaerahle will, then, be the yo-iing men who wiil be 
gug enough in tlieir bodies to suataiu many tor- 
ents; miserable also will be those of elder years, 
[who will not he able to bear those calamities which 
' yonng ineo wiight sustain ! One man will be obliged 
to hear the voice of his son imploring help of his 
kfttker, when his hmnds are bouiul! But certainly 
(«r baada are still at liberty, Bnd have a swotd in 
them. Let them, then, be subservient to ns in our 
glorions design ; let us die before we become slaves 
Under oar caemies ; Had let US go out of the world, 
together with our chiJdren and out wives, in a state 
of freedom. This it is that our laws commanil us to 
do ; this it is that odt wive:? «iid eliildreu crave at 
our hands ; nay, God himself hath brought tbis ne- 
cessity npon us i while the Romans desire the coil- 
Irary, and are BfrHiid onj of (is should die before we 
tre taken. Let us, therefore, make haste, and in- 
atead of affording them so mnch pleasure as they 
hope for in getting us under their power, k-t us leave 
them an example whi<;h shall at once eause their as- 
lonishmeiit ot our death, and their admiration of our 
hardiness therein." 

This secund harangue had the desired effect. 
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The Romans having scaled the walls, appreh 
aotnc treflcbery, hy reason of tlie death-like silt 
thnt prevailed uroimd the fortress ; but soon dn 
vered the alaughlered bodies and learned the i 
ful occurrence from the mouths of two women 
five children, who, by coticealiDg themselres, bad es*' 
oaped tbe tulhlnient of the f'atai compact, — JoJiepha/' 
U'ars, Book vii. Chnpa, 8, 9. 

E. 

"Ricardus Malebisse, r. & de XX. Marcis, proreW 
biudk Terri sufL usque ud adrentum Domiui RcgiSi 
quEe SBLsita fuit in manu Regis, propter ucclsioaem 
Judffiorum Eboroc, Et ut Walterus de Carton mii 
Ricardua de Kukeneia Armigtrri ejus habeant Pacem 
Regis usque ad adveutum ejus." Mag. Rot -1 B. !■ 
Rot. 4. b. Everwieh. 



F. 

The following Hebrew Slitar was adduced bj the 
learued John Seldeu, of the BLxtceuth ceaturj, id or- 
der tn prove that the title " Sir" was considered part 
of the possessor's tiame, ao tliat the Jews of England 
retaiued it in their cootrncts nitbout trsn&latiug it. 

•n-ifaQj? nmn3 nmtn mm ntio Binnn 'js 

ni'nS '^'iS'ttJi '> any nis'si np'Dn p Ss niSTO 
mKni? rf a?^-i'o T^ca nitspn NT'Tsaiva ji'jan iirS 
oasai ninoai insoi ppips nin'? hnt pMnn 'ipsn 
stia^'iar!* ■•tt'S riM tnpaty p'S'ienisxri "rs op 
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i» 'ip:,"i DNTM '"IT Sr ijnirt iM punS p'sia* 

ja"Btt'K n'.-iw am dvu? ri'j'Sps ipan ra'suiiBSin 
o'^ij .is»i3o insi nin' Dut^ ik »'? 3"n 'ip:n 
ijnr'j IN jrvDnS ns' dSjts mn' oiiu osi ibid 

pan rXiBiiSNn op "ipjn sn^aa'i'o pbcn 'jjt 
"n 'i^in Diii'pD (wai^iowK mmu Din Die? nh-'hr^ 
Bid if ahis nN'iaa D'7irs iMs nin' die*! is 'V 
o^Liabi o^'xn'?! D!^;n'> 'snna *iini* bri '■•jj- 



The above *A(ar, or starr, waa very indifferently 

pied by 3elden, and so badly transcribed by Dr. 

ey, that a reference to the original became abao- 

elynec&ssdi^, and which was after a little trouble ob- 

ained. The original has also a Latin note as follows :^ 

"latud starrum fecit Kagm. fil. M&gistri de Lon- 

Domino Adee de Stratona, de acquietantia de 

TANHEREde omnihus debitisinquiliusS. deCtieyn- 

Suit ei tenebalur. Ita quod idem Judeeus aec hiere- 

sui nihil exigere possint de prsedicto Ada nee hra- 

libus Kuis TatLone terrse de Stanmere de pracdictitt J 

ebitu." 

"The follawing specimen of the second kind is a 

er of release, made by oue Aaron, a Jew of Lin- 

dIu, to William Fosaard, so early as 1176, a. d,, or 

H. 2, long before the exchec|uer of the Jews was 

blished. 

" Sdaat omoes kgcotes et audieutes Litteroa has, 

1 
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quod ego Aaron Judieiis de Lincolniti, sttes 
hujus mere Cartte rjuietLxni clBmaTi ■Willieimum I 
urd de toto debito qnod ipse vel pater ejus tnilu I 
buerunt; et testiliicop, quod ipse est quietus del 
bito quod dctiuit vcl mihi vel Josceo de Ebornco, 
cteteria Judiei'S subscriptis, viz., Kersun £lyfie, SH 
ftonii, Isaac, Judseo Pulpeliej vel ipsi Pulcelle vel Dl 
ecresse de Dauemarchia, usque ad festum S. Hichti 
q.nni Inca/iuitignts Domini QulksimiceatesiimliSLXl 
Hanc quietam clamantiain feet ei pro milie M CC. 
LX. mnirds unde Monaclii'de Mealse ndqiiietavem 
eum Tersus me. Et scieodam quod quaadftm Clfl 
hujus debiti Jam reddidi, et <>as si quaa adbuc peE 
me bflbeo qua.mcitius potero reddom.^Stfag. RotJ 
R. I., Rot. 4, b, Everwicbseira." i 

MaddoXj in his " Formula Angticana," gives } 
following ns a specimen of a Jewish shtar, or stei 
ill the FreucL languiifie. It is a geueral release fi; 
a certain Jew, Fitz-Hagyn by name, who acted ui 
tomey for his rather, to & certain John de Say. 

" Jeo ke any enaele de suz, recoanuae verreje « 
nusauEiGe et testimoine pur mon pere Ha^^ le fiii 
stre Moss, kc Sire Johan de Say et aes auocestres 
3es Heyres quites sunt de mua Pcre avaunt dit, 
de SGs heyra, et de tuz ses enfauna, et de moy, 
de mes heirs, et de mea assignes, de totes dettea, 
maundca, chsleudes, et plegogea, ke eua a nus esU 
tenuz, pap Cliartre a par nule CLrograplie, u fti 
estrument ; fetes avaunt ke ceat Estar, del commei 
meat du Secle dek n In fyn, £t si aeit trove Chu 
u taille, u autre estrument, sur le nun le avaunt 
Sire .lohan, u akeun de ces aunicestrea, u akeun de 
heirei&i e ea le nun mua perc ayauat dit, u nkeoi 
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res, u &keun de aez enfaunz, u en mun nuQ, u 
etm di mes auaceatr«3, u de mes heir«s, en U Huchc 
ptre Seyiiur le Reyj u dehors, fttes avauDt ke eest 
fa feyt ; Je reeoniis et teamoyne pur mun pere 
tmt dit, et pvT tUz K$ heira, et pur &es eutauoK, 
or moy, et pur mes heirea, et pur mes cnfannz 
isi^nes, ke quites seeat a tuz jurz, et Ten ne vay- 
£ Jo €t mes heirea -namtatiriim aquiteracn et 
bndemm Ic BTaunt dit Sire Johui de Shj, et ses 
res, euver mun pere araunt dit, et enrera tuz ses 
., et ses assigoes il« tuttea deltea ke la avaunt 
Sire Johan a ens esteyut tenuz avaunt ces.t Eatar 
^t, du comcQcemeut du secle dek a la Ha. Act 
eaderdi procbeiii uprea la Seint« Lucy, laa du 
ne le B« Edeward le fiz I9 Rey Henry, secund. 
» ke jeo ay lecouu, ai ensele cum aturoe mun 
: avaunt dit en ceate chose. 

"Jacob le piz Hagin." 

G. 

Court of Star-Chamber {camera stellata), a fa- 
■e, or rttther infauDus English tribunaL, said to 
e been so called, either from a Sason word, sigai- 
ig to ateer or govern ; or for its punishing the 
lenef rliioTKttitf, or eosenage; or because the rofim 
in it gat — the old council-ehamber of the palace 
Westminster (Lamb. 148), which is now conyerted 
the lottery-office, and forsas the eastern side of 
new palaee-ynrd^ — was full of windows ; or (to 
ch Sir Edward Coke, 4 Inst. 66, accedes), he- 
rufy the roof thereof wag at the fipst garnished 
,|;ilded ft€ir«. As all these are merety conjcc- 

i2 
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tur«8 (for no sUts are now ia the roof, nor aremr 
said to hnve remained there so late as the r^igm of 
Queen Elisabeth), it may be aIlon'ab)e to propose 
othfrr conjectural etymology, u plausiblei perl 
aa any of them. It is nelt known that, before 
banishment of the Jews under Edvrnrd I., their coo' 
trsct3 and obligatioos wer« denominftted in out an- 
cient records atarra, or atarra, from a corruption ot 
the Hebrew word aheiar, a corenaot. These tlatrt, 
by an ordinfmce of Richofd the First, preserved Iff 
Horeden, were commanded to be enrolled nnd depo- 
sited in chests, under three keys, in certain placcsi 
one, and the most considerable, of which was in tbe 
king's exchequer at Westminster ; and no starr wu 
allowed to be valid, unless it were found in some nf 
the said repositories. The roam, at the exch^qoffi 
where the cheats containing these Starrs were kept, 
was probably called the star-chamber, and when thu 
Jews were cspelled the kingdom, was applied to Cli^ 
use of the king's cauncil, sitting in their judicial CI- 
pacity. To confirm this, the first time the star 
chamber is meotioned in any record, it is mi to 
have been situated near the receipt of the enchetjuei 
at Westminster (the king's cauncil, his chance^ 
treasurer, juBtic«s, and other sages, were aa: 
*)i la ckatimber des esCeilles presta rexceipt at 
minster, dause 41, Ettw. III. m. 13). For in 
cess of time, when the meaning of the Jewish stofri 
were forgotten, the word star-chamber was natUTBll] 
rendered in law French, la chaumbre des esteilles, K 
in law Latin, camera stetlata, which continued %a 
the style in Latin till the dissolution of that court." 
Eiicyclopi^dia Britannica, 
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lecture this evening commences with the 
fetory of the Jews in this country, during 
^ reign of King John — the reign of one 
BO has acquiTed an unenviable notoriety 
|k the political history of this country — one 
flio ia well known as a. disobedient son, an 
tiinatural brother, and a savage monarch — 

te who disregarded the rights of all men — 
e, in short, who trampled under foot all 
4ws, both Dirine and human. 
' What could the Jews expect from snch a 

tracter ? The natural effect of the cruel- 
to which they had been subjected dur- 
1^ the last reign, under Richard Cteur de- 
lion — who, though generous, was yet rash 
nd romantic, which was the cause of their 
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very great sufferings — I say, the nai 
effect would have been to deter them frMB 
attempting to accumulate any more wi 
in this country ; and it was to be a] 
heaJed that on the accession of such an un- 
principled man to the throne, and the seiU' 
barbarian state of the then people of Enp 
land, who were continually quarrelling with 
each other, and were ready at all times to 
plunge the sword or the lance into the breasts I" 
of each other : the Jews, under such cir- 
cumstances, instead of resorting to England, 
as holding out to them inducements for tie 
acquirement of riches, might have been 
expected to have quitted this island alto- 
gether. It was well put into the mouth ftf 
a Jewish maiden of that age, " Such is no safe 
abode for the children of Israel. Ephraim 
is an heartless dove — Jssachar an over-la- 
boured drudge, which stoops bet\veen two 
burdens. Not in a land of war and blood, 
surrounded by hostile neighbours, and dis- 
tracted by internal factions, can Israel hope 
to rest during her wanderings." It was to 
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apprehended that they would have be- 
Een themselves to Spain, where their bre- 
ren wetejust then highly honoured, and en- 
jyed great favour at the Spanish courts.* 
tat John was &a artful man as well aa a 
Lwicked one. 

The law which his brother Eichard enact- 
i, relative to the Exchequer of the Jews, 
rmitted the king to exercise unlimited 
jwer over the properties of the Jews. This 
circumstance afforded him great facilities for 
sbtaining supplies to a large amount, upon 
ly emergency. John wanted money con- 
tinually in consequence of his incessant dis- 
^ftgreements with his people. He saw it ne- 
sary, therefore, to deviae some measure 
irhich would have the effect of allaying the 
ITS of the Jews; and therefore began his 
reign with pretended kindness towards them, 
aiding out to their view the expectation of 
satei security in future. 
Accordingly, King John, in the first year 
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ot"his reign, to show the Jews that they wou 
not be molested by reason of any antipathia 
which he entertained towards them on ac- 
count of their creed, granted them permis- 
sion to nominate a person to tlie office of 
chief Rabbi of England, and confirmed tlie 
appointment by the following charter:— 
" The king to all his faithful, both to all tie 
Jews and English, greeting. Be it known, 
that we have granted, and by our present 
charter confirmed, to Jacob the Jeff, of Lou- 
don, Presbyter of the Jews, the jurisdietioii 
of all the Jews throughout all England. To 
be had and to be held by him dining his 
life-time, freely and quietly, honourably and 
entirely, so that no one may presume to 
molest or trouble him in any way, "We 
wish, therefore, and firmly command, that 
the same Jacob, Presbyter of the Jews of all 
England, may live secure, shielded^ and 
peaceably defended. And if any one shall 
presume to impeach him on that account, 
that without delay you cause amends to be 
made (our interference to be procured for our 
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ion), as also for our Dominican Jewa, 
e keep in our special service. We 
ihibit any plea to be entered in, con- 
ig ttny tiling that belongs to him, un- 
efore 08, or before our chief justice, as 
|)poiDted by our brother Kichard."* 
a;hly flattering as this appointment must 
to the Jews, the king compli- 
them still more by granting Jacob, 
their first chief Babbi, a charter of 
duct through his dominions, honour- 
in the record with the highest terms 
e and respect, and commandiog all his 
to regard his person with the same 
ce and aflection as they were bound 
allegiance to pay to the king him- 

lis was the first time that the Jewish 

was so honourably mentioned, and so 

Ij protected, it may not be unaccept- 

hear the whole charter. The origi- 

, mixture of Latin, Saxon, and French. 
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" John by the grace of God, &ft. T» 
his faithful subjects, to whom these lei 
shall come, as well beyond as on thia 
the sea. You are commanded and 
joined, that through whatever village 
idace, our well beloved and intimate Jaocfc 
the Presbyter of the Jews may p&ss, th»t 
you allow him and everything belonging to 
him to pass safely and freely, and that you 
make him comfortable ; and that yoa do 
not suflFer any injury, trouble, or violence, 
to be offered to him any more than to o^l^ 
selves ; and if any one should presume to 
injure him in any wise, that you cause 
redress to be made without delay."* 

In furtherance of the same purpose of 
coQciliation, the king, also, in the second 
year of his reign, granted two other im- 
portant charters j the one extended to the 
Jews of Normandy, as well as to those of 
England, the other was confined to Eng' 
land alone. By these charters it was 
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mongst other tMngs, granted to the Jews, 

lat they might live freely and honourably 

jthin the king^s dominions, and hold lands 

d have all their privileges and customs, 

quietly and honourably as they had, in 

!e time of Henry I. ; that if a Jew died, 

le ting would not disturb his possessions, 

■ovided he left behind him an heir who 

mid answer his debts and forfeitures ^ 

lat they should be at liberty to go where 

ley would, with, all their chattels and ef- 

cts, without restraint or hindrance. Cer- 

in regulations were also prescribed for 

le adjustment of any diflferences which 

light arise between the Jews themselves, 

with Christians ; as between themselves, 

disputes were to be settled accordiug to 

isir own laws ; If any Christian had a 

aint against a Jew, it was not to be tried 

the ordinary manner, but by a jury of 

ews, and before particular judges, as will 

B seen by the following literal translation 

f the same great charter of the Jews. 

"John by the grace of God, &c. Be it 
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known that we h&ve granted to all 
Jews of England and Normandy to hai 
& residence freely and honoarably in 
land, and they are to hold all things, 
us, which they held of King Henry, 
great-grandtather ; and all those thii 
which they now lawfully hold in IimJ) 
bonds, and mortgflges, and their chattels. 
That they may have all the liberties and cua- 
tonis which they had in the time of the said 
Henry, the grandfather of our father, in a bet- 
ter and more quiet and more bono nrahle man- 
ner. And if complaint shall arise between a 
Chrietian and a Jew, let him who shall 
have appealed against the other, prodoce 
witnesses to substantiate his plaint, viz., a 
lawful Christian and a law^ Jew. And 
if a Jew shall have a writ concerning his 
plaint, his own writ shall be his witness. 
And if a Christian shall have a plaint 
against a. Jew, the plaint shall be tried by 
the Jew'- peers. And when a Jew dies, 
his body shall not be detained above the 
ground ; and let his heirs have his money 
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his debts, so that he be not disturbed 
lence, that ia to say, if he have an heir 

E; would be responsible for him, and do 
ice as touching his debts and forfeitures. 
1 let it be lawful for Jews to buy every 
ig offered to them and to receive them, 
xcept such things as belong to the Church, 

r crimson cloth. If a Jew be summoned 
any one without a witness, let him be 
hee from such a summons by his single 
>alh taken upon his book ; &nd if he be 
itimmoned eonceming things which belong 
» the crown, let Iiim likewise be free by 
ais single oath taken on hia roll. If a diffe- 
rence arise between a Christian and a Jew 
about the lending of money, the Jew 
Bhould prove the capital, and the Christian 
the interest ; that a Jew may lawfully and 
quietly eell a mortgage made to him, when 
lie is certain that he held it a whole year 
and a day ; that the Jew should not be 
entered into any plea, esoept before us, or 
before the keepers of our castles, in whose 
Imiliwicks the Jews resided- That the 
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Jews, wherever they are, may go whi 
they please, with their chattels, as if 
were our own chattels, nor may any 
detain or hinder theca. And we o: 
that they should be free throughout £i 
land and Normandy, of all customs, 
and modiatioas of wines, just as much 
our own chattels are. And we commi 
and order you to keep, defend, and pro 
them ; and we prohibit any one from iia' 
pleading them in opposition to this charWr 
toucliing the things mentioned above, uudsi 
pain of forfeiture, as the charter of ffltf 
father, King Henry the Second, did reaeoH' 
ably oommand."* 

And as a particular eDCOuragement to 
the English Jews, he granted, moreoTer, bj 
another charter, dated the same day, that all 
differences among themselves, which did not 
concern the pleas of the crown, should be 
heard and determined by their llabbies, at- 
cording to their own law : a privilege w. 
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it have been of great importance to 
^etn, as the Jews consider it strictly un- 
lawful to go to judgment before G-entilea. 

In return for these charters, the Jews 
paid the sum of 4,000 marks. 

The Jews, encouraged by such extraordi- 
marks of respect and kindness, fancied 
more that they had found in England 
Home ; and great numbers began to come 
rer from the Continent. The royal faTOur, 
rever, tended to excite the envy of their 
itile neighbours, who began to accuse 
;m again of various crimes, as crucifying 
children, and falsifying the coin, &c. 

In the fourth year of this reign, a Jew, 
'Bedford, Bonefand by name, was indicted 
■^Ibr a crime of a very incredible nature ; 
which alleged crime, however, could not be 
proved, and the Jew was, therefore, honour- 
ably acquitted.* 

In the fifth year of this reign, the Jews 
were subjected to many ill treatments and 
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indignities from the citizens of LoEdo 
but the king still continued to show a de 
of affording the Jews protection. They] 
titioned him to interfere his authority, nndi 
tain them se^^urity from a recurrence of i 
grievances : whereupon he immediately ' 
a sharp letter to the mayor and barons 
London, in which he told them that, 
they knew the Jews were under his specid 
protection, he wondered that any ill had been 
goffered to come upon them ;" and aftct"' 
committing the Jews to their guard and pro- 
tection, concluded with saying, that if any 
fresh injuries should be allowed to befflll 
them, he should require their blood at the 
hands of the citizens.* 

These measures of conciliation had the 
desired effect : the Jews, ploelng reliance in 
the protection thus offered them by the king, 
again applied themselTes, with fullcon6dence, 
to the acquirement of property ; aad before 
ten years of this reign had passed away, theu 
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creasing wealth rendered them capEkble of 
Fording a rich harvest to the crown. When 
le fickle tyrant found that this was the case, 
J did not any longer keep the mask of kind- 
ess on his face : he began to throw aside 
le disguise he had assumed, and by every 
leans which lay in his power endeavoured 
5 reap the advantages which his policy had 
laced within his grasp. It evidently appears 
hat the reason he lavished so many privileges 
n them, was for the diabolical purpose of 
ing them into his power, that he might 
der and oppress them at pleasure. It 
aptly said by a French historian, that 
Jews were used like sponges — allowed 
9. time to suck up a large amount of 
, which was wrung out into the coffers 
the crown. 
In the year 1210, he laid a tallage upon 
Jews, of 66,000 marks, and enforced 
,yment by imprisonment, and by the in- 
fticti^n of various modes of bodily torture. 
commanded all the Jews of both sexes 
ughout England to be imprisoned, till 
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they would make a discovery of their wealtii, 
which he appointed officers to receive 
every county, and return to hia excbequffi 
The generality of them had one eye put 
One Jew of Bristol, who hesitated to pa; 
sum at which he was assessed (no less 
10,300 marks of silver) is stated to 
been condemned to the cruelty of having 
of his teeth torn from hi^ head each daji 
until he had discharged hia quota. Ftf 
seven days he submitted to the torture: 
the eighth day, having lost all his teeth W 
one, he produced the amount demanded t 
him. Both these facts are briefly noticed in 
the chronological table of Valentine's Hebrew 
and English Almanack. 

The many wars King John was eng^e 
in about that time, pressed him very hard fe 
money. He not only waged war again* 
France, Ireland, and "Wales, but also against 
his own barons. Money was indispensa-We, 
and the poor Jews were the sufferers. 

The nest year a further tallage was leviedi 
in respect of which one Jew alone 




BY MOST BABBABOUB TORTURES. 

1^00 marts. In the sixteenth year of his 
eign, John imposed another heavy tax, and 
ompelled its payment by imprisonment and 
ither measures of violence. Some of the 
pews of Southampton were rather backward 
n their payments ; they were ordered to 
ye imprisoned and sent to the castle at 
Bristol. 

, Besides the sums which were thus raised 
upon the Jews by means of taxes affecting 
their whole community, the king derived 
Bonsiderable advantages from appropriating 
lih>e property of indlviduak amongst them. 
Was he desirous of making; a handsome wed- 
iing-gifc to any one ? he did so by sending 
the favoured party a full receipt of all the 
iebts owed to the poor Jew, as was the case 
frith a certain Robert.* In some instances 
le would seize upon their houses, and ^ant 
iiem away to other persons, as was the case 
irith Isaac of Norwich, who had a house in 
London, which the king without ceremony 
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presented to the Earl of Ferrars.* Bi 

mode which, he more generally adopted' 
turn their acquisitions to account, wm 
enter into agreements and compromises 
their debtors — either releasiing in fiill 
sum which was due, or discharging the 
rest payable upon the amount. 

It would appear, that the right which 
king thus assumed of treating the debts due 
to the Jews as his own, although it brought 
consid'erable advantage to the crown, wtt 
found, in some instances, to he grievous in 
its effects to the people in general ; it placei 
all persons who were under engagements tu 
the Jews, in the same situation as the debt^ 
ors to the king, and thereby subjected them 
to liabilities much more extensive than thoM 
to which, in common cases, they would hai-e 
been exposed. When, therefore, the barons 
forced from King John the great charter 
of liberty, they included in it two several 
clauses, which had for their object the re- 
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itioQ of the claims in respect to tlieae 
3, and the twelfth clause of Magna 
irta declares — " If any one have bor- 
anything of the Jews, more or less, 
dies before the debt be satisfied, there 
U be no interest paid for that debt, so 
ig as the heir is under age, of whomso- 
Br he may hold ; and if the debt fall into 
hands, we will take only the chattel 
entioned in the charter or instrument." 
The thirteentJi clause further declares, that 
"If any one shall be indebted to the Jews, 
bis wife shall have her dower, and pay no- 
thing for the debt ; and if the deceased leave 
children under age, tbey shall have necessa- 
ries provided for them, according to the tene- 
aent of the deceased, and out of the residue 
the debts shall be paid, saving, however^ the 
service of the Lord."* 

The barons, who had assembled with the 
view of comiMlling the king to grant this 
charter, collected part of their forces in 
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London ; and whilst they remained thi 
imitated the king's conduct^ and brok« in 
the residences of the Jews, and pillagei 
them of whatever valuables they could find ; 
and then, pulling down the houses, carnal 
the stones of which they were built 
used them for the purpose of repairing tlw 
walls of the city. About two hundred and 
sixty yeai-s ago, when Ludgate was rebaill 
and enlarged, a, very large stone was di*; 
covered, with the following Hebrew inscrip- 
tion — '1 'n pns' 'I Din la nwn '^ aitT;— "The 
tombstone of Rabbi Moses, the son of die 
Rabbi Isaac the wise and learned."* 

There were some, however, in this reign 
who were interested in the spiritual welfer« 
of the poor persecuted Jews. The king him- 
self was indeed an infldel,t and cared for no 
religion, and loved no God but the god of 
money, and therefore cared for nothing but 

* The absurd criticism of Dr. Tovey oa tbe abov* 
epitaph has been already refuted by Dr Joat. See 
Ceschichfe der Israeliten, vol. vii. p. 405. 

t Bee Appendix K. 
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treasure of the Jews. There was, how- 

p, a prior, Rinhard by name, of Bermond- 

who, A. 0. 1213, built a house for the 

Uion of Christinn Jews, and called the 

Iding " The Hospital of Converts, ' ' The 

ior did it in honour to St. Thomas.* 

iThe last act of King John towards the 

re was to employ them in a barbarous deed, 

^execute which he could not compel any of 

Christian subjects. Having taken pri- 

Ere a great part of the Scotch army at 

rick, who assisted the barons^ he deter- 

led to inflict such a variety of cruel and 

fliuiURn tortures upon thera, that he eould 

td none except the Jews whose obedienoe 

: was able to command. The Jews in the 

Bghbourhood were, therefore, reluctantly 

Kged to become tkeir executioners. It is 

to be supposed that the Jews lamented 

ich his decease, since even a modern Jew 



tt appears that there wbs an institution of that 
pi much eiirlier in thecity «f Oxfgrd. SeeWood'a 
ory of the Uaiveraity of Oiford. 

K 
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can yet exclaim, at the mention of lusni 
" Thank God that there was only one £- 
John !" 

When Henry the Third succeeded to tl 
throne, he was only nine years old ; fti 
owing to the impious and arbitrary eontlui 
of the late king, the country was in a sW 
of general turbulence and discontent. It wi 
therefore fortunate fop the Jews, lu co 
with the nation at large, that the admini 
tpation of affairs, in the early years of tlua' 
reign, fell siicoessivelyinto the hands of men 
of distinguished ability and virtue. The Earl 
of Pembroke, whilst by his talents and vi- 
gour he reduced the disaffected to respect the 
power of the crown, reconciled all ranks 
of man to his authority, by the equity and 
impartiality of his measures. As soon fts 
he entered on his exalted office, as guardian 
to the youthfiil king^ he adopted measures 
for the special relief and protection of the 
poor persecuted Jews- Many individuals 
amongst them were exonerated from burdens 
which had been previously imposed upon 




"ffajirf 
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^M nmnbera were immediately liberated 
/ irom impriaonmenta, to which, upon various 
pretences, they had under the late king 
km condemned. "Writs and letters patent 
issued, directed to the principal l>ur- 
of each of the towns where the Jews 
lided, viz., London, Lincoln, York, Here- 
Worc^ter, Stamford, Bristol, North- 
ampton, Southampton, Winchester, Glouces- 
ter, Warwick, and Oxford, in all which 
]^es great numbers of the Jews resided, 
commanding that they should be held secure 
from auy injuries, either to their persons or 
to their properties ; and particularly that 
rfiey should be guarded against any violence 
from the hands of the crusaders. In ad- 
ditioB to these measures, a confirmation of 
the charter they had obtained in the begin- 
ning of the late reign was granted, by the 
terms of which it will be remembered that 
most impc^^tant priTileges were granted them, 
and their estates and persons were shielded 
from violence. At the same time with this 
confirmation of their former charter, the 

'2 K 
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Jews were further exempted from the juris- 
diction of the ecclesiaatical courts ; and, to 
secure them a more strict administration of 
justice, the judges who in the late reipi 
hiitl presided over their affairs in the ex- 
chequer, and who had shown themselves 
unworthy of their trust, were removed from 
their office, and persons of character ap- 
I»iiited in their place. Hubert de Burgh, 
who, upon the death of the Earl of Pembroke 
succeeded him in the chief direction of the 
government, was little inferior to him Ik 
the wisdom and probity of his conduct. Dt«- 
ing the fifteen years that these ministfirs 
continued in power, no instances are record- 
ed of any acta of violence having been offered 
to Jews ; but we are, on the contrary, in- 
formed that many unlooked for privileges 
were lavished upon them. In conjunction 
with these measures, the sheriflfa of the dif- 
ferent places, where the Jews resided, were 
directed to require that the Jews should dis- 
tinguish themselves by wearing, on all occa- 
sions, a particular mark upon their clotlree. 
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irk was to be attached to their upper 

itj and was to consist of two white 

of linen or parchment, and to be 

ted to their breasts. Some historians 

Eh to persuade us, that although this or- 

bore the appearance of being of a 

iture at once degrading and oppressive, 

had nevertheless been dictated by no 

Jnkindly intention. And it has been re- 

fiarked, that by making the Jews thus 
laioly known from other persons, any one 
ho offended against the directions given for 
leir protection, would be deprived of the 
excuse they might otherwise have made, 
being ignorant of their persons. This 
rtainly sounds plausible ; but a critical 
ler of history will at otice discover that 
Qh a reason is h. mere gloss- The real 
8on for the enactment of that strange 
Jer seems to be, that the Jews should be 
:ernible in the eyes of the king, in order 
hat when he wanted money he should know 
Jhere to find it without great search ; for 
Ire are informed by Dr. Tovey, that " the 
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next year [of Henry's reign], the Miig bt 
ing informed of his coiincLl that great profit 
would arise from the Jews if they were 
kindly dealt with, sent forth the following 
writs to the respective sheriffa and officere, 
commanding them to elect tweoty-fom' bn> 
gessea out of every town where the Jews re- 
sided in any aamT>er, to watch carefully over 
them that they received qo injury, and pa^ 
ticularly guard them against the insults of 
Jenisalem Pilgrims." So that, to my mind, 
it appears that the govermnent after ^ 
w&tched more jealously their purges than 
their persons ! 

However, the protection which was thus 
extended to them again inspired them with 
confidence : those who had survived the op- 
pressions of the last reign began afre^ to 
accumulate wealth ; and numbers of their 
nation were induced to eome over from the 
Continent, and settle in this country. Tie 
new comers were at first treated with vio- 
lence by the wardens of the cinque ports 
where they lauded- They were thrown into 
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Jrison, and pillaged of their effects- For 
ough the policy of the government towards 
Jews had changed, the hatred and cti- 
iity of the peupk in general remained un- 
ited. When, however, information was 
at court of the circumstance, relief 
quickly afforded. Writs were issued to 
ie officers of the different ports, command- 
that such Jews as had been imprisoned 
tould be set at liberty, and be allowed to 
re freely and witliout restraint, upon con- 
Jting to enter their names upon th^ Rolls 
' the Justices of the Jews, and not to de- 
irt the country again without pernm- 

The clergy, it would aeem, took umlragy 
the privileges which the Jews enjoyed, 
id resolved to attempt, by an exercise of 
clesiaatical authority, to overbear the ef- 
ctsof the protection which had been afforded 
the measures of government. Stephen 
ftngton, Archbishop of Canterbury, ia con- 
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junction with Hugo de Velles, Bisbop 
Lincoln, published a general prohibition, I 
■which uU persons were forbidden to 
anything of the Jew a, or to sell them an] 
victuals or other necessaries, or to have anj| 
communication with them ; declaring, 
the same time, that they were persons, wh« 
by the laws of tlie Church, were excommo 
nicated for their infidelity and usury. Ii 
deed the ecclesiastics had more cause to 
jealous of them then than at anj subseqi 
periods. The Jews were then a morei 
plished and enlightened racej than centurlfl 
of feudal oppression had made them four 
five hundred years later. Benjamin of 
dela, the great Jewish traveller of the pr 
ceding century, iaforma us, that every 
eociation of Jews in the more import 
cities of Europe, had its college, or serat 



nary. 



for trainiuK men learned in their 



law : whilst on the other hand, Christiaiif 
were then groping in the darkness of super* 
stition and ignorance. The laity, and even 
the priesthood, were then, in point vf ec- 
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lightenment, as far inferior to their descen- 
dants four hundred years later, as the 
Jews were superior to theirs. In England, 
the balance of learning and accomplishments 
decidedly preponderated in fuvour of the 
Jews, as I have shown in the lecture before 
last.* There was a difference, too, in the 
relative holds of the two religions upon the 
rainds of their votaries. Both rested upon 
one common tasis — the Old Testament. The 
faith which spiritualises the types and forms 
of that sacred volume was then comparo' 
tively new in the island ; many of its inha- 
bitants had been pagans only two or three 
centuries before, and were yet wavering in 
leir faith. On the other hand, the Jew? 
Tere stronger in faith then than they are 
now. The Jews were then a proselytieing 
36 : now they no more seek to make con- 
fverts than the Society of Friends. All which 
[tended to excite emulation on the part of 
: the Church.f 



* Sec p. 109. 




■f See Knight's Londaa. 
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STEPHEN LASGT0N9 EDICT. 

Stephen Langt»n issued, therefore, the fol- 
lowing edict respecting the Jews, at his pro- 
vincial synod : — 

'^ That the Jews do not keep Christtwi 
servants : and let the servants be compelled 
by ecclesiastical censure to observe this, &i)d 
the Jews by canonical punishment, or by 
some extraordinary penalty contrived by the 
diocesans. Let them not be permitted to 
build any more synagogues, but be looked 
upon as debtors to the churches of the 
parishes whereia they reside^ as to tithes 
and offeriBgs. 

" To prevent likewise the mixtui-e of Jew- 
ish men and women with Christians of eu^ 
sex, we charge by authority of the geiwH 
council, that the Jews of both sexes wear b 
linen, cloth, two inches broad and four fingers 
long, of a different colour from their own 
clothes, on their upper garment, before thelT 
breast ; and that they be compelled to du 
this by ecclesiaBtical censure. And let the^n 
not presume to enter into any church." 

Alas, how little solicitous waa the Ciuis- 
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tian Church in the middle ages to bring the 
Jewa to a knowledge of the truth ! The above 
Uct virtually acknowledges the friendly dis- 
sitiotL which pervaded the lireasts of the 
6wish people towardis their Christian neigh- 
; nay more, it virtually maintains that 
Jews desired to visit Christian places 
iof worship, but were forced back by Chris- 

En bishops. 
The Jews appealed to the crown for pro- 
tion, and obtained relief. Directions were 
sent to the sheriffs of the different counties 
and cities, to prevent the prohibitions being 
enforced ; and orders were given to imprison 
persons who, by reason of the commands 
the Church, refased to sell proviaions to 
ae Jews.* This edict of the Church was 
jblished in the scTcnth year of this reign. 
In the annals of the sueceeiling seven years, 
■ mention is made of the Jews, and we may 
Jiherefore conclude that during that period 
bey were permitted to live free from perse- 



* See Appendix M. 
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cution. They experienced marks of Ube* 
raJity evea from some of the clergy. We 
know an instance in the conduct of the prior 
of Dunstable, who granted scTeral of them 
permission to reside within his jiirisdictioD, 
and to enjoy all the priTileges in comiuoii 
with the Gentiles, for the annual payment 
uf two silver spoons, each of which was tu 
weigh twelve pennyweights.* Unfortunately 
for them, as well as for the nation in gene- 
ral, the conduct of public afiairs assumed » 
different aspect ; it was after that time taken 
out of the hands of Hubert de Burgh, who 
till then had continued in power, and was 
placed under the control of men whose prin- 
ciples and motives were entirely opposite 
to those of that minister. From hence- 
forth the Jews, in place of the security they 
had previously enjoyed, were subjected to 
continued violence and arbitrary exaction. 

The English subjects began to murmur 
that too much favour had been shown 

* See Appendix N . 
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the Jews, and consequently charged the 
ng with, indifference towards the Chria- 
an religion. The king therefore, wishing 
convince them that he was zealous for 
iJluistianity, and thereby quiet the tiirbu- 
ient mmda of his subjects, determined to 
Beize upon the whole eflFects of any Jewish 
miiTert to Christianity.* It is a pleasing 
Mnsideration, however, that in spite of such 
R cruel and anti-Christian conduct, there 
were some Jews of some celebrity in this 
country who hazarded every thing for the 
Bake of truth, We have an instance in a 
Jew of Canterbury, Augustin by name, who 
about that time embraced Christianity. And 
the monkish historians relate as an act of 
^t kjndnraa on the part of Heuryj that 
h was actually graciously pleased to give 
Hm hia house again to live in , notwithstand- 
ing that he was convertfid-f 

* A most impious custom practised by a great many 
'^tmtiait monsTchs of that period, who justified their 
Uifaaious conduct by a referenre to Jesus' commiiiid 
to the young ruler. 

\ See Appendix O. 
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The change of feeling on the part of 
government towards them, was first 
fested in the fourteenth year of this reij 
In this year they were compelled to give up 
a. third part of their movea'blcs to the crovrn. 
ImmeJiateiy after the imposition ofthistai* 
t]ie Jews in London were subjected to ano- 
ther imespected act of injustice and oppMB- 
sion. By permission of the king, they tad 
lately completed a sjmagogue, upon a scale 
of great magnificence, which surpassed dl 
the Christian churches in architectnral taite. 
No ohjection whatever was made to the woik 
in its progress ; hut as soon as it was finish- 
edj the king sent directions to have it aeizeiii 
and forthwith granted it to the brothers of 
St. Anthony of Vienna, to be by tbem cou- 
verted into a chur&h. Dr. Jost, a modern 
German Jewish historian, who has been 
often referred to daring these series of lec- 
tures, observes, " A folly into which all 
Jews at all times suffered themselves to be 
misled by propitious circumstances ; not con 
sidering that thia desire of vain self-exalta- 
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m stimulated jealousy, and had the inevi- 
ible effect of bringing them down very 

About this time an Annenian biahop ar- 
ired in this country with letters from the 
Dpe, in order to see some curious relics ; and 
imong other things which he stated — for the 

th of which I cannot vonch — he related 
le extraordinary circumstance about the 

anderiog Jew ; and as at this time the old 
naa is very much talked of, and you see in 
many windows in large characters The Wah- 
DERLSG Jew, I will just give you the de- 
scription the prelate gave of him, as it is 
recorded hy Matthew Paris, a contempo- 
luy monkish historian. He tells us seriously 
tUt " several persons examined him about 
tliia wond^erful Jew, and that the prelate gave 



* " Eine Thorheit, Zu welchcr die meisten J'iden 
, ?« alien Zeiteii aich dvrch gutistiffe Umttande V6t- 
leiien Uesseit, nicht bedenkend, dass dieses aufEitet- 
ieit beruhcnde Sich-Erheben den Neid erwecken uml 
m ihrem fie/em S'lAeic Anlais geben tnvsse." — Gf- 
■chtehte der Israeliten, vol. yii. p. 140. 
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them his word that he was then Uviajl 
Armenia; aad an officer of his retinue' 
came along with him, informed the 
nera more particularly, that this Jew 
formerly been porter to Pontius FiJate, 
was called Cataphilus ; and that standii 
by when our Saviour was dragged out oft 
Judgment hall, he smote him upon the bacl:| 
at which Jesu3 being offended, turned aboolj 
and said to him, ' The Son of Man will gtt,| 
but thou shalt stay till he come agdn.' 
That afterwards he was converted to 
Christian faith, haptizedj and called Josepli 
living to be an hundred years old. But then 
growing sick and impotent, he fell one day i 
into a swoon ; upon, coming out of which ll« 
found himself young again, and as Tigoronfi 
as a man of thirty the age he was of when 
Christ was crucified. The same officer as- 
sured them that his master was intimately 
acquainted with this strange person, and 
dined with him not long before he came into 
England ; that he himself had seen him 3eve- 
ral times ; that he was a man of great serious- 
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and gravity, never laughing wlien any 

ations were put to him concerniDg ancient 

liiatory, such as the resurrection of the dead 

that came out of their sepulchres at 

time of the crucifixion, the apostles' creed, 

other circumstances relating to thoise 

ly persons ; that he was very fearful of 

st's coming to judge the world, for then 

lid he was to die 5 and that he trembled 

lever he called to mind the grievous 

le of smiting the Son of God, yet hoped 

isalvation, because it was a ain of igno- 

ace."* A most fit person for examining 

old relics. 

From this time scarce a year was allowed 

j tu pass without taxes to a grievous amount 

j beiag exacted. In the seventeenth year of 

fliis reign, the king manifested great zeal for 

the Christian religion, by taxing the Jews 

, again, to the amount of 18,000 marts of 

[direr. 

* A different account of a Waudcring Jew was aii- 
oounced aboTit five oznturics later, which I shtiU notice 
In the second scries. 
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These taxes Trere enforced by imprisoa- 
nientj by seizing the property and posses' 
sions of the Jews, and by taking from theui j 
their wives and children ; and punctualit)' - 
of payment was secured by obliging tk 
liqhest of their commimity to become sin* 
ties for the rest, under similar penalties. In 
addition to these tallages, extending to tie 
whole community of the Jews, the title which 
the crown claimed to their property was con- 
tinually enforced against individuals ; and 
on every succession of property they were 
constrained to pay fines, often most esorbi- 
tant in amount, to the king, for permi 
to take possession of it 

However, the king was seized with a chfr 



ri table fit this 



year, 



and erected an i* 



stitution for Jewish converts. The reason 
of that fit was, to deliver liis father's soul 
from the flmmeB of purgatory. Conscious, 
as it were, that his father, by his cruel con- 
duct towards the Jews, deserved a larger 
share of punishment than any king before 
him: Henry thought perhaps doing somethinj 
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Jews would quench the purgatorial fire a 

rile. Most important was and is the exist- 

ice of such an institution or inatitutions, 

ince the Jew who was conTinced of the 

Path of ChristiaaLty, ^xperieaced at the 

ime time the loss of all things besides. 

The following is the king's charter : — 

*' The king to the archbisLopa, &c. greet' 

ig. Be it known that we, by tlie institu- 

ion of God, And for the safety of our soul, 

md of the souls of our predecessors and of 

»ur heirs, have granted, and by this our 

sharter confirmed, for us and for our heirs 

to the house which we caused to be built in 

the street which ia called New-street, between 

e old and new temple of London, for the 

ittintenance of the converted brethren, and 

ose to be converted from Judaism to the 

'Catholic faith, and for the aid of the main- 

ance of these brethren that dwell in the 

ijud house, the houses and lands which be- 

nged to John Herberton, in London, and 

are in our possession as forfeited (except 

the garden which belonged to the said John 
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in the aforesaid New-street, and which 
granted formerly by our charter to the ti 
rahle Father Rudolph, of Chichester, 
Chancellor), and all other forfeitures 
in our time, by felony, or from any 
causes, will fall to us in oiir city, or in 
suburbs of our city, London. Wherefore 
wish, and firmly enjoin for us and for 
heirs, that the aforesaid house have and 
freely, and quietly, and in peace, for 
maintenance of the converted brethren, 
those to be converted from Judaism to 
Catholic faith, in aid for the maintena; 
of these brethren that dwell in the s; 
house, the houses and lands which belon, 
to John Herberton, in London, and are i 
our poasessioD, as if our forfeiture (exi 
the garden which belonged to the same Joh 
in the aforesaid street, New-street, and which 
formerly by our charter we granted to th' 
venerable Father Rudolph, Bishop of Chi- 
chester, our Chancellor), and all other for 
feitures which in our time, by felony, or from 
whatever other causes, will fell to us in oiu; 
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r, or m the suburbs within the liberty of 

aitjy London, as we have beforeaaid."* 

This is the firs6 royal interest takea in 

. conTersiotl of the Jews. Individual cases 

known earlier thnn Henry's time, even 

rKing John's time, aa I have already stated 

fa former part of this lecture .| Henry was 

f loser by this establishment ; the house it- 

fbelonged to a Jew, and he took, moreover, 

to indemnify himself more than enough 

the exorbitant imposts he put upon tlie 

Jewish community from time to time. I 

ambly venture to suggest that it n'ould he 

iuiie a legitimate thing to restore those re- 

;nues to the purposes for which they viere 

riginally granted. 



See Appendix P 



t See p. 193. 




APPENDIX TO LECTURE IV. 



A. 



Though the Mohammedau dominion began to be| 
the wane, in Spaio, during this century, the Jews ! 
BtiUhigbofBcE 3 aiidenjoyedgreot privileges there, 
the ('Liristifin powers, at least the political nilers, ' 
sensible o? the benefit vhich this p«ople imparted 
tbf country, not oulj as teachers of aciencCt pli 
L'iaiia, and ministera of finance, but also by the ' 
tbev excited in foreign and domestic trade. A Je«l 
was, ill this centuTj, liBctd general aad treasurer of| 
the kingdom, Jahudano by name. The Bovereign fn- 
trusted him with almost all state negocintions.— ■Sue] 
l^inn't Seflhortiim, chap. rriiL 



B. 



Rex oniuibus tideUbua auis, et omnibus et Judnii* 
et Anglis salutem. Sciatis nos concessisse, et pr*- 
senti charta nostra confinflagse, Jacobo Judfeo de] 
Londoniis Preabytero Judteorum, Prcsbytcratumom-i 
nium Judsconmi totiuH AngliaC: Habendum et tenen-l 
dam quamdiu riierit, libe>e, et quiete honorifiee, et 
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re ; ita qu&d aemo si super hoc mQlestiam aLi- 

n, aut gruTamen inferre preesumat. Quarc toIu- 

aus et firnxiter preBcipimust quod ciclem Jacobo (^uoad 

[vixeiit, Preabyteratum Judfeonim per totam Angliam, 

it«tis, manntencatis, et paeifipe defendads. Et 

ci super ea fori* ftcere precamnpserit, id ei 

diltitione {salva nobis em^nia nostra de fDriafsL'- 

IB nostra) emendare facialis, tauqnam Dominico 

I'JudEeo noatro, quern specialiter in aerritio nostra re- 

nm. prohibemuft ^tiatu ne d$ aliquo ad ae per- 

nte poTiatur in placitum, nisi coram nobis, aut 

un Capitaii Justiciario nostro, sicut charta Regis 

Richardi fratris nostri testatur. 

Teste S. Batbaniens. Episcopo, &c. Dat. per ma- 
tmin Huberti Cantuariensia Archie]iiacop3, Cancellarii 
nostri, apiid B^thoniBgum 12. die Jidiian. Reg. nostr- 
^rimo. 



c. 



Johaimea Dei Gratia, &c. Omnibus fidelibua suis 
ad quos literre prseaentea perrencrint tam ultra mare 
quanicitra- Mandans vobis eLpmcipietiSi, i^uateBUS pcr 
quascuaque villas etloca Jacob us Presbyter JudBeorum, 
dilectu^ et familiaris Roster tnLnsierit, ipaum salvo, ci 
libera, cum oinnifaus ad ipsum pertinent ibtis, trausiip, 
« conduci faciatis ; nee ipsi aliquod imped imentuni, 
molestinm, aut grsTamen fieri suatineatia, plus quam 
nobis ipnis et si quis ei, in aliquo, foriafaeere pfce- 
sumpserit, id ei sine dilatione, emendari faeiatis. 

Teste "Willelmo di Marisco &c. Dat. per mauum Hu. 
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CkDtuv. Archiep. Cutcellarii nostri npiul Rotliutni- 
gum 31. die Julii nnno Reg. nostr. primo. 



D. 



JohMin^s Dei gratia, &c. Soiatis nos consessisM 
umaibus Judteis AngUse et NormaQbe. libere et ho- 
norifioe habere rcsidentiam in terra nostra et OBiiui 
ilia de nobis tenenda qus Unuerunt de R^ge HmrieOi 
avD patris nostri ; et omnia ilia ([use modo ratianabi' 
liter tenentiD term et f«adis, et vadiis et akalissuis: 
et ((iiod halipant omnca libertatcs, et consuetudion 
sua&, sieut cas IiabuerunL tempore prsedicti Regis B. 
ari patria nostri, mcli.uS' ^t quietiua et honorabiliux. 
El si querela orta fucrit inter Christlanum et JudEeum, 
ille qui nliuni appellavcrit ad qiierelam sunm diratio- 
iiundani, Imbeat Testes, aeilicetle^ititiauinChnaliaiiiKC 
G-t Juiiseuni. Et si Jud^ua de querela sua breve h^ 
buerit, breve auum erit ei testis. Et si Christianiu 
habuerit qiier^lam adveraus Judsum, sit Judicata per 
pare^ Judxei. Et cum Judseus obierit, nan detinealur 
corpus suum super terrain, SL'd hsbeat heeres suns pe- 
cuniam auam et debitn sua, iCa quod non inde distnr- 
betur, si babuerit kffiredem qui pro ipso respondent. 
et rectum faciat de debitis auis et de forisfacta auo. 
Kt lieeat Judseis omnia qiue «i3 apportata fuerint, sine 
occRsione accipere ct emere, cxceptii illis quK de er- 
clesiK sunt et pBonv ssngiaiDoleato. Et si iuixvt 
nb aliqua appellatiis fuerit sine teste', de illo appellsiu 
erit quietus solo Sacramento auo super libnim suum. 
et d$ app«Ilatu itlamtn rerum quee ad corouam scM- 
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pertinent, similiter quietus erit solo SacraTneato 

super Rotulum suuiti. £t si inter CLristiaQum 

fifudffium fuerit dissentio de accommodatioDi! aticu- 

ipecuniEe, Judsns probabit catallum suum et Chris- 

Qus lucrum. Et liceat JmlwO qtiiete ^endere tb- 

n, postquam certuni erit, enm illud «num annum, 

nam diem teaiiisse. Et Judiei uaa intrabmitin- 

citum, niai coram nobis, ant cora.m illia qui turres 

custodierint^ in quorum ballivis Judsei manse- 

Et ubicunquc Judsei, fuerint, liceat cis ire ubi^ 

que voluerint, cum omnibus catnllls eorum, ^icut 

I nostrae proprise ; e-t nulli liceat eas retiuer*, neque 

ieis prabibero. Et prEecipimus quod ipsi quieti 

: per toUm Ang'liam et Normanisin de omnibus 

suetudinibus et Theoloniis et modiatione Tinl sicut 

rum propT turn c-atuUum. Et DiBndamua robis et 

eipimua quod eos custodiatis, at def^^ndatis, et 

QU teaentis, et prohibemua neqais contra Cliartam 

de biis aupredictis eos in plttcititm ponat super 

liefaciurAm oostriimi sicut Charts Regis H. patris 

tri tationabtliter testatur. Teste T. Huraf. filiu 

ri Com. Esaes. Willielmi de M-eregCftl, Com, de 

br. Henr. de liohun Com. de Hereford. Robert 

(Turnham, Williebno Brewer, etc, Dat. per manum 

Well- ArchJdiac. apud MarlebCTg, decimo dei 

rilis Anno Regai nosLri secundo.— Ckarfa 2 Jahi), 

19. 

rbe above graeiotia charter might well have been 

Bsidered « fabrication bad the following one not been 
ied soon. 

JuJiei Aogliae dant Domino R^gi M M M M . mare, 
|>ro Cartia suia coufoimandi:?, et misstc fueritnt CartiB 

I. 
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Gaulrido filio Petri el Stepliano de Pertico, nt 
iBciauC legi coram se, et coram Dom. Londoniensi < 
Norwicenai Epis^^pis, et cum. accepcril secnriut 
de ilU& qiiatuor mille marcis reddendis, time eis ill 
i^ATtaa coram praedictia liberet. — Oblata 2 Fo. M.i 



The foUowing original indictment will suppljCi 
curious with the particulars of the accusation. 

Fl&cita c^pta apud Bedefotd, a die Sajicti Mifiha 
in tre& sept, coram Simon de PateshaJ et Bic. de ! 
kenbrig et aociia ftitis, anno regni Regis Johannis 41^1 
fot. 5, iu dorso- 

ffundred de Clipton. 

Bobertus de Sntton appellat Bonefsnd Judseum it 
Bedeford, qaod ipse in pacem Domini Regisi ei oc 
quiter, fecit etneutulari Ricardum nepotem suum, unde 
obtit- Ita (]uoid ipse fecit portari eum naque in Te^ 
ram suain de Hacton, quam ipse faabet in TBdii>i ^ 
ibi obiit : et hoc offert pTobare. 

Et tunc Bniiefaad senit, et defendit totum, et offert 
Doming Rcgi miam marcam pro habenda inquisitioDC, 
utrum sit inde culpabilia, velnon. 

Et Juratorcs inquisiti dicnnt, quod non est culps- 
bilisinde: et ideo Bonefiind sit quietus, et Robertus 
in mis^rieordia, pro falso appello. 

F. 

Rex, &c< Major! et Baronibus London, &c. Sem- 
per dilenimus vosmultum, et juraet libertetesTcstru 
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obserrari fecimus, unde creditnus vas nos spe- 

Bter diligere, et ea quae ad honorem nostnim, et 

Btn et' tranquillitatem terrte nostrje eduiitur, liben- 

t Telle praatare. Verum cum aciads, quod Judaei 

eciaU onstra pratcctioDe smt, miramur quod Ju- 

in civitate Losdoo. moTantibus, malum fieri 

letiB ; cum id maaifeste sit contra pacem regni, 

{teiT« nostrte traii.q,uillitatem. Ita quidem magia 

amur et movemur, quia alii Judsei, per Angliam 

■iciiiique moram fecerunt, exceptis illis qtti sunt iii 

[Da Ycstra in bona pace consiatuat. Nunc id tamen 

Enus pro Judseis aostris, pro pat'C nostra : (|uia si 
am tantum pacem nostratn dedissimus., debet in- 
iolabiliter observflri. De cretero antem, Judreoa in 
iviute London, monmtes, Testrw committimxis cus- 
ut si quia eis malum facere attentaVfiHt, vos 
IXQ forti eia sufasidium facientesj e«s defendfitc^. 
Btiis euim maDibus eorum sanguiaem requiremus;, 
< forte per defectum vestri aliquid mali eta accident, 
Bod absU- Scimus enim bene quod per fatuos vHIec, 
t&OD per discretos, hujusmodi evenitiat; et debent 
ncreti fatiioniin stuUitiam compesC'erc. 
Teste me ipso, apud Montetu fortem, 29 die Julii. 
•^Pat. 5 Joh. m. 1, a. 18. 



G. 



Res omnibas, &c. Sciatis quod quietavimus Ro- 
berto filio Rogeri, tota vita aua, de omnibus debitis 
hdKaruni, Willielmi de Chesaey, patris Mai'^arets, 
pons ej.asdem Roberti ; et prEeeipimus c[uod inde sit 

l2 
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tiutetus, tota vita sua, et in hujus rei tesHmoniiiiD. I 
lir«ras Dostrus' patcutes, ei fieri fecimua. 

T^stenie ipso 19 die August. — Paf, 10. Joh.m.i 



H. 



Rex Majori et Vicecona. Loadoa. &c Sciatts i 
dedimus dilccto, ct fideli nostro. Cum. de Ferrariivi 
mum Isaac Judtci deNorw.&c. in London, in pa 
Sauctee MargnretaE, cum redditibus et omnlbosj 
nentiis suis, et cart&m nostram e\ modo fieri fe 
ideo vobis niflTida^miis, quod, secundum tenorem^ 
dcm cartEe uostrae, ei hliig dilations plenam aeia 
bnbere taciatia. 

Teste me ipso apud Crancbom 8 di& Julii. — Ck 
15 Joh. m. 3. 



I. 



Si quia debitum mutua acccperit aliquid a Jud 
plus Tel minus et moriatur untcqaum debittmi illud 
perBokeril, debitum illud non usuret quamdiu beere)! 
fuerit infra cetatem, de quocunque tenet ; et si debitu 
illud incident in manua nostras , naa non capientu 
nisi catallum conteatum iu cbarta. £t si quis moriaturl 
et debitiim debuerit JudEeis, uxoreius habeat dotEiB| 
suam et nil rcddat de debito illo. Et si libcri ipsiu 
defuncti qui fuenint infra setateni remaoserint, pr 
Tindeantur eia uecesS'sriB secundum tenCtAeatum qua 



■fiCTUHE iV. 




221 



rit d«functi ; et de residuo solrattir debitum j salvo 
[len serTitio Dominorum, 



Mathen Paris furnishes us with an idea of King 
John's religious principles: he informs us that when 
Jclin's sabjecta saw no other way of treating him but 
%j taking up arms ngninst him, whilst the formtr 
appealed to the Pope, the latter appealed to Admi- 
tbUus, King of Morocco, a Mahometan, promising to 
snnender his crown and kingdom to him, and hold 
Ihem trom him as his vassal ; and likiewise to renounce 
the Christian religion, aarainj and faithfully to ad- 
here to the Mahometan religion. Admirallus re- 
the offer with scorn. See also Prynne and 



L. • 

rBex Cuslodifaua Portuum AngliK salutem. Praci- 
"pi'nius vobis quod JudeeCS qui venturi sunt in teiram 
aostram Anglice, de transmarinis partibiis, nd mornn- 
dam in terra nostra Anglice, cum catallis suis, hbere, 
et line impedimento iu portu soBtro accedere permit- 
utis ; accepta ah eis suilicieuti securitate, secundum 
legem Judseorum per fidem eonmdem, quod quam 
citius poteript, Tcniant ad justiciar io& nostros ad cus- 
todtftm Jndteorum assignatos, adinrotulandumnomititi 
eoram ia rotulis nostria. Et si aliquem Judffium, 
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qui de psrtJlius transin&rima venerit, sicut pnedictDm 
eat, retinueritis, ipsum^ et catalJA sua, sine dilai 
deliberari faciatis. Siquos auUm inreneritis J 
■de term nostra, qua ad to9 Tenerint ad transl 
ustjue ad partes traQamariDaa, auie Uteris nostril 
iicentia transfretandi, ipsos cum catallis suis amstni' 
faciatis, donee a nobis, vel a justicisriis nostrisidj:!;^ 
todiam Judseonim assignatts inde aliud mandntuiL 
liabaerit)9. 

Teste PetroWinton>Epiacopo, West. ISdieNoTwib, |-. 
an. Reg. nostr. tertio. 



M. 



Rex Vicecomiti Liacoln, et Majori CButuarim sdu- 
tetfi. Ofttendenint nobis Judsei nostri LiacoLnite quoi 
ratione praecepti, Venerabilium Patruin S. S. Canlu- 
rienais Archt^piacopi, et Epiacopi Lincoln, facd, dc 
Judeeis, nequis eis victualia vendat, nee commuoionein 
hahcBt cum eis, nee invcniant aliquem qui eis aUquicI 
veiidet : ideo robis prscipimus quod visia literis aiis- 
tns, prEtcipi et clamsri facialis es parte noBtn, id 
Balliva vestra, quad Teadaotar eis rictulia. Et si qaem 
inveneritis qui dcncget eis victulia et alta necessaria, 
in (^ivitate Cantuarine, et alibi, ilium captatis, et coT' 
pua ejua salvo custodiatis, donpc aliud mandatum fm- 
cipimus. 

Teste Kugone de Burgo apud Westm, 10. die No- 
vemh, — Claus. 7, H. 3, pars^, m. 29, dofs. 
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Hicardus, Prior de Duistaple, et totua ejuadem 

1^ conventus. Sciatis nos concessisac Plemengo 

qdaeo de London, et Leonifllio s\io, ct auia, et senientU 

ins eorum, ire, et veniie, et manere in AiUa de Dun- 

itaple, ■bene et ia paCT, quiete et honorific^. Concesai- 

taus etiam eisdem Flemeog. et Leoni omnes libertntes 

it liberas consuetudioes villEe de Dunstaple, sicut 

aliqujs de liominibus nostris de villa eas melius et ple- 

nius habet. Nee nos nee nostri impedimentum tKcie- 

Dius prtedictis Judazia, quia lucmm suam tideliter fa- 

duit in villa noatraj aecundum consuetudine'n) Ja- 

ileonim. Et nos msDutenebioius pnedictos Judieos, 

c( 5UOS et eorum senieatea, ct res 9us3 in litla m- 

tjonabiliter, sicut facerenms si de nobis teiierent. Pro 

hac ttutem coiicesaione nostra, dabit nobis priedictus 

Pleiiiengi quamdiu ipse mornm f«cerit in Villa Daa- 

itsptiee, singulis annia, duo coclearia argientea ; quo- 

nnn ntnimque duodecim denarios ponderaliit. Si 

autem {irtedictus. Flemengus absena fuent, prfedictus 

Leo filius eJDs eadem coclearia eisdem terminis persol- 

vet. Hsec autem concessio et conTentio tota vita prte- 

dictonini. Jndteorum durabit, — Chattu/ar. d« Jhtn- 

afaple, fol. 35, 6. 

Those Jews are reported, however, to have repaid 
the kiadness of the prior with base ingratitude ; by 
bringing against bint a foi^d bond. I must confess, 
after examining all the evidences respecting the 
rAffair, 1 am rather inclined to think that the bond 
jqAB&ot forged, and, moreover, that the generous prior 
iras not a juat one. 
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0. 



MaiiJntum est Vicecomiti dt Kant, quod bsbmi 
facUt Aiigiistino coivrerso, quftudatn domum is Jndt* I 
mo in Cant, quse sua fuit, antequam ad fidem conm^ ■ 
teretur; non obaLante eo quod conTcraus est. 

Te&te Kege apud lUd. 17 die JAnuar. — Ciata. \U 
a. 3, m. 21. 



P. 



Bex ArctuepiBGopiB, &c. saiutem. Sciatis nosia- 
tuitu Dei, et pro salute AoimeE nostrse, et animancD 
nuteceBsorUm et beeredutn DOHtronuii. coDceseitx, f> 
liac cliATta nostra ooDfiroiasae, pro nobis, et hteredi- 
bus nostris, domni quam fimdari fecimus in vico, qui 
vocatur New-street, ioter vetus Templum et □oniiiii 
LandoD. ad aQsteatationem fratram iconveraornm, «t 
convertendonim, de Judaismo, ad fidem Catholicam, 
et in auidlivm sustentatioais Corundum fratram ia 
eadem domo conversautium. domos, et terras, qoie 
fuere Johannia HerlietoQ^ in London, et suntio manu 
nostra taiiqu^m ^achceta noatra, (escept. G-ardiiio quod 
fuit ejuadem Johaniiis ia vico pn^dict. de Nen-stieet, 
et quod prius per chEirtam nostram conMsaimus Vt- 
nerabili Pstri Radulpho Cicestrensi, Canc^UAriv nDt- 
tro), et omacs alias eBchsetas quse tempore nostro, per 
feloui&Tiii vel quacuuque alia ex causa nobis accident, 
ia civitate nostra, ve! in auburbio ciritati? nostra 
London. Quare volumus, et firmiter prtecipimus, pn> 
Qtfbisr et heeredibus nostris, quod preeiicta domus ha- 





hi, et teneat, libere, et qulete ; bene, et in pace ; ad 
eaCationem fratrum conrersoruiD, et converten- 
omm de Judaismo, ad fidem Catholicam, in «uxiiium 
aiistentationis eoniniein fratnim, in eatlem domo con- 
jIETSftntiupi, doiBOS> el terras quee fuerunt Johanaia 
lerbeton, in London, et sunt in manunostra t&nquaTn 
ateta nostrai (excepto Gardino quod fait ejustlem 
ulujuiis, in vico prtedicto de New-street, et quoil 
ans per cbartam nostram concessimus Venerabili 
itri Sadulplto Cicestiensi Episcopo, Cancellario iios- 
o), ct oranes alias eachEctas, quse tempore nostro 
Br felociam, sel quacunquealia es causa, nobis acci- 
nt, in civitate nostra, Tel in suburbio, infra liberta- 

civitatis nostrs London, sicut predictnm est. 
HiistestibusVeneraliilibusPatnbuaW. Kaerl.etW. 
Bon,Episcop!s, H.DcBurg«co!KiteKftnti(e; RadHl- 
filio Nicolai, Godefritto de Crancumbe, Johanne 
Philippi, Amaurieo de aftncto Aumundo ; Wiilel- 
I de Pichefopd, Galfrido de Cauz, et aliia. 

t, per m&aum Venerabilis Patris Radulphi, Cices- 
ssia EpiacOpi, Cancellarii nostri, apud Westm. 1 9, 
: Aprilis. 
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I LECTURE V. 

Ih my last Lecture I brought down the his- 
tory of the Jews in this country, to the 
year 1233, the seTenteenth of the reign of 
Henry the Third. You have heard, that 
&s soon as the goTernment of tlie country 
was taken out of the hands of Hubert de 
Burgh, the Jews began to experience very 
great persecutions and grievous exactions 
from the king, the most acquisitive of all Eng- 
lish monarchs.* They had indeed acquired 
great wealth during the administrations of 
the Earl of Pembroke and Hubert de Burgh ; 
but they could as much enjoy that wealth as 
King Damocles the celebrated banquet. They 
beheld amid their enormous afBuence the 
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sword which was suspended over their hi 
by a single hair. 

All sorts of ridiculous and base calumnies 
began to be invented against them, in o 
to ftirnish a warrant for inflicting upon 
fines, extortions, imprisonment, banishmi 
nnd other unheard of cruelties. 

My Lecture this evening commeneea, as 
you perceive, by the syllabus in your hands, 
with the sufferiaga of the Jews of Norwich- 
sufferings which owe their existence to tie 
venomous calumnies invented by Christians 
in order to possess themselves of their Jew- 
ish nelghhour'g wealth. In the year 1235, 
a year when Henry was greatly in need of 
money, in consequence of his great outlsy 
on hia sister Taabella'a marriage to the em- 
peror of Germany, as well as his own con- 
templated marriage with Eleanor of Pro- 
vence ; poor Count Berenger having poai- 
tlvely declined giving the twenty thousand 
marks which the mean Henry asked aa a 
dowry, Henry must, therefore, have been 
very glad of getting an opportunity, be it 
ever so foul, of extorting the required simi 
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^m the poor Jews. The Jews of Norwicli 
were at that time enormously rich. Seven 
of tliem were therefore accused of circum- 
cising a Christian child of that oitj, and 
they were brought before the king himself, 
whilst he was celebrating his nativity at 
Westminster. The poor Jews were con- 
demned to be drawn and hanged, and, of 
coarse, their property confiscated, and thiis 
"Were the king's wants supplied for that 
time. 

k You next perceive in the sjUabua, briefly 
noticed, the famous trial of Jacob of Nor- 
wich. The syllahusj however, can give you 
no idea of the nature of that irafamous pro- 
or of the absurd charge which origi- 
ated that trial. 

In the year 1240, the afore-inenti,oned 
'rich Jew was accused of stealing a boy from 
his parents, and circumcising him. The 
monkish historians tell us, that it proved a 
case of such difficulty, that t]i& postea was 
thought proper to Ire returned to parliament. 
Parliament could not decide. Indeed, the 
mgeneaa of the accusation would have 
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puzzled any body of men to decide. Four 
years were allowed to elapse before the charge 
was brought, and the principal wiCness was a 
little boy, of about nine years of age, wlio 
stated that when he was about five years old 
he w&s playing in a certain street ; the Jqvs 
allured him into the house of one Jacob, 
where tliey kept him a day and a night, nod 
then blindfolded him and circumcised him. 
Yet strange to say, with liis eyes blinded^ 
and amidst the confusion of so painful u 
operation, the youthful boy was able to notice 
several minute particulars, which he narntf 
ed, but which certainly never liad any es- 
istence, inasmuch as the particulars he re- 
lated to have taken place after the circuffl- 
cision, have no connexion with that rite. 

In addition to the boy's unlikely story, 
there were no symptoms whatever that wit- 
ness ever underwent such an operation. 
Under such circumstances, ami with such 
unsatisfactory evidence, the poor Jews would, 
doubtless, have been honourably acquitted. 
But as this calumny originated, in all pro- 
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ibility, with the ecclesiastics, they coiJd 

t brook disajipointment ; and contriTed, 

ore, to become accusers, witnesses, and 

;dges themselves. 

The bishops accordingly insisted upon the 

tntttter being tried in their courts; and as 

soon as the charge wag dismissed by parlia- 

ent, as incapable of being proved satisfac- 

ifUy, the professing ministers of Chris- 

ity, who stated that the boy was circum- 

led in derision and contumely of their 

ord and Master, determined to take the law 

to their own hands. They maintained that 

ch questions belonged exclusively to the 

irisdiction of the Church, and that the state 

Bd no right to interfere. 

Baptism and circumcision, they argued, 

ling matters of faith, the ministers of that 

ith had, therefore, alone the right of decid- 

.3 of that kind- The jwor Jews were 

ire once more dragged before a judge 

d jury who were most inimical to them, 

avaricious aflfections were set on their 

d-earned riches. One can easily guess 
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the result of the judgment seat, and the fate 
of the unfortunate Norwich Jews. 

William Ralegh^ Bishop of Norwich, acted 
as judge: the archdeacon and the priests as 
witnesses, who deposed on oath that the/ 
saw the boy immediately after he was circnni- 
cised, and that there were then all the signs, 
that such an operation had been performed 
upon him. Why and wherefore the archdeacan 
and priests kept it quiet ao long ; the j ndge 
did neither ask nor care. How it came to 
pass that the signs had, in the short space of 
four years, totally disappeared, tlie judge iliiJ 
not investigate. A certain Maude alsode^ 
posed, in confirmation of the charge, that 
after the boy was taken home, the Jews call- 
ed upon her to warn her against giving him 
any swine's flesh to eat. 

Pour of the accused were condemned t« 
be dragged by horses' tails and to be hang- 
ed.* How hateftil must the ecclesiastics hare 
reudered themselves to the Jews ! With wluil 
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adespicabteideahave they furnished the Jewg^ 
of the Christian religion ! Are we to be 
surprised that a Jew who embraced Chris- 
tianity, and received even holy orders, was 
induced to return to Judaism, and ty sub- 
mit to suffer pereecution with hia brethren^ 
rather than countenance the religion of such 
men ?• la it to be wondered at the paucity 
of Jews becoming the disciples of a religion, 
whose professora were so devoid, not only 
of any religious feelings whatsoever, but 
bIso of any human feelinga ? And shall 
we wonder that the Jew who embraced 

\ Christianity in those days was so dreadfully 
hated, LLud considered altogether such an one 

^M bis new co-religionists ? 

^PThe populace, who, as usual, only waited for 
an opportunity to rob and plunder, as soon 
as the verdict was pronounced, set fire to 
the houses of the Jews and reduced them to 
ashes ; and so barefaced were those murderere 
and robbers, that when the slieriff of Nor- 
folk ventured to interfere on behalf of the 

' * S«e Appendix B, 
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wretched Jews, tliey complained to tUe 
of the sheriff's audacious interference. 

The Jews residing then in Newi 
upon-Tyne were banished from tbatji 
we are not informed, however, of theai 
of that cruel measure ; but simply in const 
quence of a petition of the inhabitants of tint 
town, who, in all prohability, mortgagil 
their houses to the Jews^ and by the expil' 
sion of their creditors from amongst thaOj 
hoped to rid themselves of their debts, as nt 
offence whatever is mentioned in tLe king! 
letter.* 

The king hegan zealously to espouse tlte 
conduct of the Church towards the Jfiws; 
and by royal proclamation prohibited Chm 
tian women from entering into the service of 
Jews as nurses :f and the reason given for 
this interdict is, that there was an universal 
custom among the Jews of obliging their 
hired Christian nurses to abstain from mus- 
ing their children for three days after Easter, 

* See Appendii C. f See Appendix D. 
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^ the body and blood of Jeaus Christ — 
rhicb all Christians in those Popish times 
rere obliged to receive at that holy festival — 
ihould by incorporation be transfused into 
iheir children. 

This abominable instance of blasphemy 
and folly emanated from the pen of Pope 
Innocent the Third, in an epistle to the Bi- 
Bhop of Paris, in a style unworthy of the polite 
Unglish ear.* How inconsistent ! The Jews 
are first accused of little faith, or of total un- 
belief, and then again of believing too much. 
The ridiculous reason would imply that the 
Jews believed not only in the doctrine of 
Christ, but also in that of antichrist, viz.: 
the doctrines of transubstantiation. If the 
Jews had at all such a practice as above al- 
luded to, it would have been because of Eas- 
ter generally occurring about the time of 
the Jewish passovcr ; and the fear of leaven 
being introduced into their dwellings, might 
have induced them to have recourse to such 
an expedient. 

* See App^endii E. 
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The Christian inbabitante of Southampton, 
followtiil the example of those of Newcastle 
tind petitioned the king to rid them also of 
the Jews, and perhaps with them of thetr 
debts, which the king readily granted. 

The king's continual want of money -was 
a never ceasing torment to the poor Jeii's, 
for when be conld not obtain any money, to 
squander away, from his barons and noblts, 
he fell upon the Jews and wrung out of 
them whatever he wanted. 

When Eleanor's two uncles came over tfl 
tliis country — one of which having become 
primate of England, became also a great 
oppressor of the Jewe — Henry, out of com- 
plaisance to his consort, received and enter- 
tained them with such magnificence, that, 
not knowing how to support the charge by 
honest means, he sent word to the Jews, 
that unless they presented him with twentj 
thousand marks,, he would expel them all the 
kingdom ; and thus he supplied himself witli 
money for hia unjust generosity.* 

* A. Stracland. M. Paris, 
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The following circumstance is related by 

Dr. Tovey, on the authority of Matthew 

'aria : — 

*' The next year [the nineteenth year of 

1 reign], the king, keeping his Christmas 

; Winchester, 3eut out writs to all his aroh- 

shops, bishops, barons, abbotts, and priors^ 

lat, without any excuse, they should meet 

im in parliament upon the octaves of Epi- 

hany at Westminster, to treat upon matters 

the highest consequence. Whither, when 

ley were all come, William de Kecle, the 

ing's secretary, stood up, and told them he 

ras commanded by the king to say, ' that 

wever ill his majesty might have behaved 

raaelf hitherto, in being guided by foreign- 

., he was determined to be so no longer ; 

S>r they bad cheated him of all Ms money : 

and that therefore, as he intended for the 

futnre to have no other counsellors but hi» 

Uataral born subjects, he hoped they would 

give liim a fresh supply.' The manner of 

raising it, he said, was to be left to them- 
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selves ; and though the king was vecy- 
cessitous in his private circumstaTicea, 
was willing, if they thought proper, that 
money raised should be disposed of by 
own commissioners to the public advan 
At which speech the barons being greatly 
surprised, made answer, that they had ah^dy 
given the king such large suras, without re- 
ceiving any return from him, either of gM^ 
government or affection, that they thought 
it iuconsiatent with their honoui-s to lay any 
further tax upon the people till they saw 
better occasion, and therefore desired to !» 
excused 

"But the king, who was not bo easily to be 
satisfied, insisting upon the vast eipens* 
he had beea at lately, in marrying his aistfir 
to the emperor (whose portion was thrw 
Imndred thousand marks),* as also from his 
own marriage ; and likewise, swearing tu 
take their advice in all things for the futiiro, 
and forsake his foreigners, they were pre- 



* All of which he expended on Eleaa: r's icoronadon. 
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led upon to grant him a thirtieth part of 
their moveahles ; anj the clergy did the 
le. But as the money, by agreement, 
not to be disposed of without their pri- 
and consent, and was, likewise, to be 
asited in some abbey, castle, or other 
ce of security, and not in his exchequer; 
king, finding limself, in a great mea- 
e, disappointed, was resolved to get money 
some other means, which he might call 
own, and lavish away at pleasure. He, 
Efore, fell to work again upon his Jewish 
les, and extracted no less than ten thou- 
id marka^-from the immediate payment 
hereof no Jew was to be excused, but by 
king's especial writ."* Ten of the rich- 
Jews were obliged to become security 
the payment of this unreasonable de- 
Not that the Jews were unable at 
to raise the required sum, but they 
not appear as wealthy as they really 

3.t 



See Appendix F, 



t See Dr. Jost. 
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The wealth whicli the Jews have accv 
lated iu this country must have been eng 
mously great ; and the ten sureties 
have been equnl to raise any suni; be it e? 
so larg:e, if we may judge from the wealth i 
iudivi Juals amongst thenj . From one, Aa 
of Vork — who seems to have supplied a , 
part of the necessities both, of the ting 
queen — in the short space of seven yeare, I 
king exacted upwards of 30,000 marksofslE 
ver ; and to the (Lueen the same Jew also pftld 
upwards of 200 marks of gold.* Dr. Joatsay 
"that Aaron's riches were immeasurable"t| 
The same Aaron aSso entered into a compa 
with the king to pay him finnually, during thel 
whole period of his life, the sum of one hun-l 
drcd marks, in order to be free from taxes.|| 



* AiiTum Regin^, vt queen gold, a due nbicb lU 
queens of England were entitled to claim on enfj 
teiitli ftiflrk paid to the king, ns Toluntnry fines fw 
the royal good will. Eleanor sometiinGS demnndM) 
it in amost unreasonalile tnanQer. Tovey, A. Stride 
land. 

+ " Sein ReichthuM war un-ermesstich ." 

t " Conaldcnng the diifereot values of mouey, tliilr 
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^as Aaron tlie only one so gifted with this 
Id's riches. We read of another Jew of 
ireford, Hamon by name, "who must hare 
sn, equally rioli. We do not hear any- 
ing about him during his life-time ; but 
I read, that when he died — which took 
ice about two years prior to the above 
action — Lis daughter, Ursula, was obliged 
'pay 5,000 marks for a relief.* 
In order to diminish the enormity of 
e incessant persecutions the pooi' Jews 




lieve, is hs mach as; tlie richest nolleman pays at 
leut." — Aiifftia Ji'daica, p. 108. 
"When we rear! or spenk of aoy sum of money in 
ki histories, frcin the Saxou times to the ytai IS44, 
e are to consider it, on an average, as about thrice 
K weight and value of the like snm in our time." — 
\tnduciion Iq the HUtary of Commerce, fiy Aiirier- 

I * " Tliough, by Magna Charts, the relief of an earl's 
tb, for a whole county, van settled but at one hun- 
Kd pounds ; of a baron's heir, for a whole barony, 
f bat one hmidred marks; and no more than one 
Uidrefl shilhngs was to be paid for the relief of a 
Hght'9 fee — all which were called the antiqua, &r 
(customed Teliels of the kingdom." 

m2 
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were subject to, recourse was continual 
had to many mean and unworthy acts of i 
lifying them. Some of them were imprisa 
«d at Oxford, under the pretence of liaviii 
forcibly taken away a young Jew who ha 
lieen converted and baptized — a ch&i) 
■which, as it was unjustly grounded, was pn 
jwrly opposed, and in which their innowiHI 
so plainly appeared, that the ting very sM 
after commanded them to be released. 

No offence was, indeed, too improbable t 
be laid to their charge. They were ere 
accused of plotting against the state, andl 
attempts to overtarn the government ^ bl 
the most absurd accusation brought again 
them was, that a party of them had collecte 
together large quantities of combustible ma 
terials at Northampton, for the purpose ( 
employing them in the destruction of Lon 
don, by fire. Upon this incredible charp 
many Jews were burned alive, and thei 
eSects seized and delivered into the kin^ 
hands. Matthew Paris, who lived in Ul 
reigUj and was an eye-witness of the oj 
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18 to which the Jews were subjected by 
crown, gives a distressing picture of their 
ifferings. He concludes his account of the 
inner in which the king practised his es- 
tions with these words : Non tamen 
rando, ifel excoriando sed eviscerando 
extorsit* 
To put a stop to the repeated calumnies 
[■^hich were brought against tlieoij as clippers 
and falsifiers of the coin, they came to the 
•conclusion of paying the king one hundred 
pounds, in order " that al! Jews who should 
iw lawfuUij convicted of clipping, robbery, 
or harbouring of clippers or robbers, should 
be for CTer banished the realm."f 

We must also notice the memorable Par- 
iiamentuinJudaicum^ which occurred in the 
twenty-fifth year of Henry's reign, a.l. 1240. 
Soon after this public testimony of their loy- 
alty,ascitizens ofthestatein which they lived, 
they were agreeably surprised at hearing 
that a certain number of their nation were 



* Matt. Paris, p. 831 ; Blunt, p. 42. 
\ See Appendix G. 
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suuimonetl to attend a parliament at Wo^ 
cester, in order, as the writ ran, '■ to treal 
with the king as well eoncerniag his own 
ixa their benefit."* Many of them «nte^ 
tiiineJ the most sanguine hopes that such an 
occurrence would terminate as much to their 
honour as to their advantaigc."|" But in this 
expectation they were speedily and soTfily 
disappointed ; for the purport of his 
ty's most gracious speech informed t 
that he wanted money, and that they must 
raise, among their own people, twenty thoti- 
aand marts, half of which was to be paid nt 
iiiidsuniraer, and the other half at Michael- 
iiitis. This peremptory command, however, 
they appeared unable to obey, although thej' 
had tha singular privileg-e of appointing 
their own collectors ; hut the collectors were 
not able to raise the demanded sum ; and 
the consequence was, that themselves, theji 
wires and children, were seized, and incarce- 



* See AppeniJix H. 



t See Appendix I. 
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rated, and their goods and chattels were taken 
from them.* 

Henry's expedition against the King of 
France, two years afterwards, in order to re- 
gain the provinces of Guienne ami Poictou, 
' was another reason for demanding money 
from his Jewish subjects. You are, however, 
aware that Henry was totally unsticcessfu! 
in that ill-advised expedition. After which 
the king and the queen determined to spend 
ft merry winter at Bordeaux.f Whilst there 
the king became interested in a eertain Jew- 
ish conyert, Martyn by name, whom he sent 
to this country with orders to the Archbishop 
of York, whom he had left gorernor in, Eng- 
land, and Walter de Cantelupe, Bishop of 
Worcester, to provide some convenient place 
for the well educating of the same Jewish 
convert, and to furnish him with the means 
of subsistence-t The king seemed always 
tindiy disposed towards Jewish converts. 

The Jewish Converts' Inatitution, as a 

* See Appendix J. f A. Slriokland. 




JEWISH CONVERTS IHSTIGATED 

matter of course, must have been full ; a 
Tve find it, therefore, soon after augment 
It appears that Peter Rupibus, Bislioi 
Winchester, hnd bequeathed a legacy of 
hundred pounds for the existing JewisUi 
verts' Institution,* 

From the following circumstance, it fl 
soein that the converts were e^pecte 
join their pntrona in their railing ao 
tions against their unbelieving brethren. 
poor converts found themselves, then 
very awkwardly situated, as will evid 
appear to every intelligent reader of th 
lowing occurrence. ■ 

The Jews were again accused ofl 
ijing a child. The story and the t 
up circumstances are 3o extraordl 
that I shall give you the whole acco^ 
given by Matthew Paris, and translate 
William Prynne, in his malicious Demi 

"Anno 1244 in August, the 
a little male child was found buriE 



* See AjipcodixK. 
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of London, in whose thighs aud arms. 

under whose paps, there was a regular 

rription in Hebrew letters. To which 

;tacle when as many resorted, admiring 

t, and not knowing how to read the 

ire, knowing that the letters were He- 

iw, they called thither converted Jews 

inhabited the house which the king 

founded in London, that they as they 

'ed their life or members, for the honour, 

, and fear of their Lord the King, 

.out figment of falsehood, might de- 

that writing. For the king's bailifiSj 

congeirators of the peace were present. 

J likewise believed, neither without 

e, that the Jews had either criicified 

little child in obloquy and contumely 

Christ (which was related frequently 

have happened) or had afflicted him 

sundry torments to crucify him, and 

n he had given up the ghost, they had 

cast him there, as unworthy the cross. 

iTer, there appeared in his body blue 

, and rents of rods, and manifest 

M 3 




THE CONDUCT 0¥ THE JEWISH 

signs and footsteps uf some other torment. 
And when as those converts were brou^t 
tit read tliosc things that were inscril>- 
od, a-iid studied that they might perfectly 
read them, they found the letters delorm- 
cd, and now not legible, being many ways 
disordered, and to&aed up and down, ^if 
reason of the extension and contraction 
iif the skin and flesh. But they found 
the nnme of the father and mother of tiie 
little child, suppressing their surnames, 
and that the child was sold to the Jews ; 
bnt to whom, or to what end, they could 
not find. In the mean time, certain of 
the London Jews took a secret and sudden 
flight, never to return again, who by this 
very thing rendered themselves suspected. 
And some affirmed, that the Lord had 
wrought miracles for the child. And Iw- 
tmuse it was found that the Jews at other 
times had perpetrated such wickedness, iind 
the holy bodies crucified had been solemnly 
received in the Church, and likewise U' 
have sLined brightly with miracles, although 
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the prints of the five wounds appeared not 
ia the hands and feet and side of the said 
corpse^ yet the canons of St. Paul took it 
violently away, and solemnly buried it 
in their cliurch, not far from the great 
altar." To the honour and credit of the then 
Jewish conyerts, let this event he recorded, 
that though they were stimulated by the 
Christians to accuse their unconverted bre- 
thren, by whom they were so violently hated, 
they brought no accusation whatever against 
their enemies; and their total silence re- 
specting the charge of crucifying Christian 
children should have convinced the digni- 
taries of the Church, that that charge was 
nothing more but a base and false ualumny. 
The king, after his return to England, 
found himself very much impoverished, hav- 
ing lost his military chest, and his nioveabl*- 
chapel royal, with all its rich plate, at tlie 
battle of Taillcbourg. Henry wishing, how- 
ever, to celebrate the wedding of his brother 
Richard with his gister-in-lnw, Sancha, in 
royal style, he called, therefore, upon the poor 
Jews to furnish the funds for the splendid 
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festmties. And Aaron of York alone was 
compelled to pay no less than four thoasani 
marks of silver and four hundred marks of 
gold ; and the Jews of Londoa were mule: 
in like proportion.* He was still poor, 
wanted more money ; he applied, the 
to his parliament for it. They well knew^ 
that vast sums had been exacted by him 
from the Jews i the barons, therefore, in- 
quired, what became of all their money. 
The king did not relish this sort of procedoK 
on the part of those noblemen, and appeared 
to refuse an answer to such an ill-timed query. 
The barons, in order to be acquainted in 
future with liis revenues derived from the 
Jewg, insisted on having one, at least, of 
the justices of the Jews appointed by parlia- 
ment. The king found himself obliged to 
acquiesce in that bold proposal, and more- 
over to confirm it by charter. The Jews 
were by no means sorry for this baronical 
step, for it afforded them a little r^pite. For 
in return for the king's consenting to the 

* M. Pariaj A. StricUnd. 
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iw parliamentary measure, the barons were 

cewise obliged to yield to his request, and 

ipply his pecuniary wants, so that the Jews 

peace from him, during the whole of 

thai year. But it was only for that year. 

le next one was introduced with another 

! demand. 

In consequence of the king's again want- 
ling money to meet the Welsh Incursiona, 
the Jews were once more applied to and 
despoiled of, 10,000 marks ; transportation 
I to Ireland was the punishment in case of 
refiisal. 

Many families removed and hid them- 
selves, fearing Ireland, as it would seem, 
more than England j* so that the king had re- 
course to his father's measures, and issued 
a most cruel proclamation, respecting their 
wives and children ; in which, orders were 
given to the justices appointed for the pro- 
tection of the Jewsj that they should cause 

♦ It is a faTourite boast on the part of many Irish 
Christtana, that tteir countryineii never peraecuted 
thft Jews. The aboTc incidental piece of infomi*tion 
may account for it. 





tu be proclaimed tliroughout all the uountitB 
of England, where the Jews were, tliat i( a 
Jewess, the wife of any Jew, or their chiWrai. 
fly, or take to flight, or in any way skulk 
from the village where they were on the f» 
tival of St. Andrew, in the twenty -ninth y«r 
of that' reign, np to the year following: m 
that if they did not promptly appear, at tin; 
summons of the king, or of bis bailifis, in 
tlie bailiwicks in which they dwelt, ^thiit 
the husband of that Jewess, and even the 
Jewess herself, and all their children, shall 
be presently outlawed ; and all tlieir lands, 
revenues, and all their chattels, shall comt 
into the hands of the king, and be soW, 
for the assistance of the king, and for the 
future, they shall not return into the king 
dom of England, without the king's special 
orders. 

Westminster Abbey was about this time 
rebuilt; and the Jews, who were pr&hibited 
I'rom entering any Christian place of wor- 
ship, were at the same time commanded tu 
aid in the rebuilding and ornamenting of tlot 
magnificent cbureh. 
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Lucretia, widow of David, a Jew of 
ford> was obliged to pay 2590 pounds, 
iicli was devoted to that undertaking. 
Anderson tells us : " About this timcj tlii^ 
Wautlfid and stately abbey churcb of West- 
ffiiDster began to assume the venerable and 
ajeatic appearance wbicb it wears to tbis 
Jay, except the finely rebuilt north frontj 
reared on the ancieot foundation, which 
is now strengthened and new cased, where 
the stone had fallen to deeay." Maddox, 
in his " History of Exchequer," adds : " For, 
this purpose, Henry granta and dedicates 
to God and St. Edward, and the Church 
of Westminster for the re-edifying of that 
la brick, the sum of £2S90, which he ex- 
tracted from Lucretia, the widow of David, 
a. Jew of Oxford." Upon which Hunter, in 
his " History of London," remarks : " It is 
amusing to reflect, that one of our noblest 
and most ancient Christian structures owes 
its renovation and embellishment to tlic 
Jewish nation." 

There was a tallage laid upon the Jews, for 
that very purpose, which went by tlie name 
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of the Jews' alms ; which la erident from, 
the following passage m Prynnes Demu 

" In tlie 2yth of Henry in. the 
sends writs to his justices for the cnsiodj 
of the Jews, and to his sherifis to levy tiu 
debts due to him from the heirs of Hamond 
the Jew of Hereford, and that Crespio, a 
Jew, should pay him twenty-eight marks, to 
be laid out in silk and cloth of gold for 
Westminster Church, as his alms." 

The most uninteresting part of Jewish 
history in the annals of this country, is thw 
during the reign of Henry III, We can 
scarcely relate any thing but it is closely 
connected with the uncontrollable avarice 
of the British monarchy as well as that oi 
his subjects. There is a disagreeable same- 
ness in those annals. I must onee more re- 
late, that Henry extracted again 60,tKJU 
marks from the Jews,, for which even the 
monkish historiauB find no excuse. In order 
to keep their treasni-es well supplied, usoij 
was permitted to them by act of (KirLiament, 
which rendered them most odious in the 
opinions of their Gentile debtors, who, gene- 
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ffj as soon as they incurred some large 
rt, began to scheme their creditor's de- 
fection ; and which was the means of 
ding them with the unobliterable stig- 
of " the usurious race," and " money 

ikers," which polite Gentile writers in- 

ge in even to this very day.* 
["Whilst treating of this subject, I think 
[iproper to call your attention to the pope's 
lurers in this country, which will show 
^t the poor Jews got more of the name than 
l^the gain. Their method was extremely 
fcracteristie. 

liThe Jews were very much amused at it. 
t. Tovey, after expatiating for some time on 
usurious practice of the Jews, proceeds, 

hen I said the Jews were the sole usurers 
r the kingdom, I meant to have excepted 
le pope ; for he, indeed, the pope, wag wont 
( carry on that infamous trade, in such 
iBhameful manner, by the help of several 
Uian merchants, called Caursini, that the 



!• Misa Stricklnndt la her popular work, " Livea 
'tiie Queeaa of Englan J," seems W thiflk sacb e^i- 
jetB quite elegant. See vol. 1. p. 354. 
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Jews themselves mi^t have profited b^ 
his esample. For thoagh, according itt 
the strict and leg:al acceptation of ^ 
word, his ooiltracts were not usurious, yet 
the effects of them were the most unlieaid 
of nsuty. Hia method was this : if a 
person wanted a sum of money, which he 
»y>uld not repay under sis months, he 
would lend it him for three, without any 
interest at all ; and then covenant to re- 
ceive fifty per cent, for eTery month after- 
wards, that it should remain unpaid. Now. 
in this case, said he, I am no usurer : lor 
I lent my money, absolutely without in- 
terest ; and what I was to receive after- 
wards was a contingeacy that might be 
defeated. A bond of this kind, which su^ 
passes every thing of modern invention, is 
transmitted to us by Matthew Paris." 

" To all that shall see this present writ- 
ing, Thomas the prior, and the convent of 
Barnwell wish health in the Lord. Know 
ye that we have borrowed and received at 
London, for ourselves, profitably to be es- 
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fended for the affairs of our church, from 
rancisco and Gregorio, for them and their 
ajtners, citizens and merchants of Mil- 
ain^ a hundred and four marks of lawful 
money sterling, thirteen shillings and four 
pence sterling heing counted to every mark, 
ffhich said one hundred and four marks 
\rQ promise to pay back on the feast of St. 
Peter ad vincula, being the first day of 
August, at the new temple in London, in 
the year 1235. And if the said money 
be not all paid, at the time and place afore- 
Jtaid, we bind ourselves to pay to the afore- 
said merchants, or any one of them, or 
^heir certain attorney, for every ten marks, 
jforborn two months, one mark of money, 
Ifor recompense of damages, which the afore- 
laid merchants may incur by the non- 
^yment of it ; so that they may lawfully 
demand both principal, damages, and ex- 
penses, as above expressed, together with 
ttie expenses of one merchant, for himself, 
borse, and servant, until such time as the 
aforesaid money be fully satisfied. And 
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for tiie paTment of sach principal, inte, 
rest, damagB^ and expenses, we oblige 
fldTea, our chnnA, and successors, bdc 
onr own goods and the goods of oar cbiircii, 
moreabk, or Immoveable, ecclesiastical, or 
temporal, which we have. 'or shall have^ 
wheresoerer they slmll be found, to tbe 
aforesaid merchants and their heirs. JuA 
do fiirther recognise, and acknowledge, tint 
we possess, and hold the said goods from 
the said merchants, by way of courtesy, 
antil the premises be fillly satisfied. It^ 
nooBcing also for ourselves and aacc^ssors. 
all help of canon, and civil law, all privi 
leges, and clerkship, the epistle of St. AdriMr 
all customs, statutes, lectures, indulgencta. 
and privileges obtained for the king of 
England, from the see apostolic, as also 
the benefit of all appeal, or inhibition from 
the King of England ; with all other ex- 
ceptions, whether real or personal, that may 
be objected, against the validity of riife 
instrument. All which things we promiae 
faithfiilly to observe, and in, witness thereof 
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We set to the seal of our convent. — Dat. 
London, die ctuinto ElpAegi [24 April.] 
in. Gratis 1235." Matthew Paris adds — 
" Whea the Jews came to understand this 
Christian way of preventing usury^ they 
laughed very heartily." 

The king made himself heir of the Jewish 
possessions, whether houses or lands, which 
tfaey should possess or ptirchase in this realm. 
Prynne furnishes us with a clause of the 
ortgln&l writ, wherein the king claims to suc- 
ceed to the Jewish property.* 

It appears that in consequence of the in- 
eessant taxation of, and continual display 
of ill will towards, the unhappy Jews, they 
began to think that England would not re- 
main their home much longer, and were 
therefore careless about many things. Their 
cemetery was about that time out of repab, 
and there was a disposition on the part of 
many to leave it so ; but it seems that their 
leaders, who were perhaps urged by the king. 




See Appendix L. 
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2B2 JEWISH CEMETERY OUT OF REPAIR. 

insisted on having the burying place repair- 
ed, and determined to compel everj one to 
contribute towards it. To be oMe to cfluj 
their intentions, into effect, they applied to 
the king for permission to excommunicate 
aU such who should refuse to co-operate and! 
assist ia the undertaking. The king turncHl 
this circumstance to his advantage, and grant 
ed the required license, on the condition 
that the fines which might arise out of ibe 
excommunications should go to him; 

An incident which occurred about tliis 
time, of a most awful nature, fiirnishes us 
with an idea of the great animosity whlcb 
the Jews manifested towards the religion of 
their Gentile neighbours — I will not call it 
Christianity — image-worship is its ]iroper 
appellation. It would seem that they difr 
played their hatred by treating the dumb 
Christian idols with contempt; and any care 
taken of such an idol, inspired them with 
murderous rage even against their nearest 
and dearest relations, as the following nfi 
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^/e shows.* The style is altogether po- 
1. 

** There was a certain rich Jew, having 
abode and house at Berkhainstfide and 
ftllingford, Abraham by name, not in faith, 
.0 was very dear to Earl Richard, who had 
very beautiful wife, and faithful to him, 
lorahy name. This Jew, that he might ac- 
lunulate more disgrace to Christ, caused the 
image of the Virgin Mary, decently carved 
and painted, as the mauner is, holding her 
on in her boaoni, to be put in an indecent 
lace, and which ia a. great shame and igno- 
niny to express, blaspheming the image as if it 
«d been the very virgin herself, threw all sorts 
if dirt upon her, days and nights, and com- 
nanded his wife to do the like. But Flora's 



It is to be Doticed, howerer, that tlic Jew here 

ludcd to was a most unprincipled man. Kb faatred 

not arise out of cDuviction that his religion was 

the only true one. It is remarkable, that to this 

very day, the most ignorant and wicked Jews are the 

most hostile to Christianity. 
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delicate feelings so mucli revolted at the iin 
junction, that she not only refused to be part- 
ner in the indecent act, but secretly rem' 
the filth, trom the Image as often as it 
covered. WTiich when the Jew her hus 
had tiilly found out, he therefore ptirHj 
and impiously strangled the woman he 
though his wile.* But when these m 

* TliiB most impious knd wicked man. douhtleu. 
thought he did God aeirice, and fulfilled a plaid pusi- 
tire Mosaic precept, namely, " If thy brother, the 
BOB of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or 
the wife of thy hosotn, or thy friend, which is ns 
thine own soul, entice tfa?e secretly, saying, IL«t m 
go and serve other gods, whieh thou hast not knami, 
thou, nor thy lathers ; namely, of the gods of the 
people fthieh are round ahout yon, nigh unto thet, 
or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the olAer end of the earth ; thou shallt oot 
consent unto him, nor hearken unto him ; ndtbe: 
shall thioe eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, 
neither shalt thou conceal him ; but thou shalt surely 
kilt him ; thine hand shnll h$ Ri'st upon him to put 
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the 
people," (Deut. xiii. 6-9.) Poor Flora did not en- 
tice him to worship the itu&ge, The whole Jewish 
coagregation, therefore, justly considered Abrahxiu 
as a murderer, &nd worthy of death. 
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Iceds were discovered, and made apparent, 
and proved by his conviction, althongh 
ther causes of death were not wanting, he 
uras thrust into the most loathsome castle 
of the Tower of London. Whence to get 
iis freedom, he most certainly promised tliat 
he would prove all the Jews of England to 
hvs been most wicked traitors. And when 
as he was greatly accused by almost all tlie 
Jews of England, and they endeavoured to put 
him to death, Earl Eichard interceded for 
him. Whereupon, the Jews grievously ac- 
cusing him both of the clipping of money 
find other wickedness, offered Earl Richard 
» thousand marks, if lie would not protect 
Wm ; which, notwithstanding, the earl re- 
fused, because he was called his Jew. This 
Jew Abraham therefore gave the king seven 
hundred marks, that he might be freed from 
perpetual imprisonment, to which he was ail- 
judged, the earl assisting him therein." 

Whilst this Abraham was imprisoned, he 
promised to the king that if his liberty 
were granted to him, he would discover to 

N 
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his msjesty, his brethren's misdeiaeani 

Mating that they had a great dead of i?' 

("rmcealed from the king. Accordingl/i 

30011 as he was set free, a royal search 

instituted ibr all the Jewish estates, ant 

I'onducted in the most barbarous mai 

inasmuch as that unprincipled Abraham 

along with the coiumissioners appoin' 

thaJ ptirpose, and urged them to make 

gent search, threatening them. If at all 

inform against them to the king. This 

proved to them a source of immense t: 

It is a gratifjing fact that no Jewish con' 

caused them willingly any trouble whatever. 

I am almost ashamed to proceed ritk m; 

monotonous lecture. I have once moret 

tell you that the ting was in trouble ft 



* See p. 250. It is an unjust iasinuation oadj 
part of Mr. Moaes Samuel) in his " Address on it 
Position of the Jews in Britain," p.27, that tlie J(j 
ish converts — as he peevishly calls them apostates— i 
that time were " breeding oiiscbief against the M) 
nf Judea, and vituperating theii' holy religion." 01 
no, Mr. Samuel ; the unconverted Jews breedcd nu 
chief a^in^t each other, but not the ronyerted OBll 
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of money. He detflrniined, once more, 
see what the Jews could do for him. To 
in Tvith, they were obliged to furnish the 
(g with 5,000 marks previous to his 
(ring for G-ascony.* Whilst there, a 
tct was made up between Prinoe Edward 
i Eleanora of Castille. The intended 
triage was neceasfirily attended with ex- 
ivagant expenses. The kin^, therefore, 
QmissLoned hia brother Richanl to extort 
m the luckless Jews the sum required 
'the nuptisil festivities of his heir.f But 
iliry was insatiable ; he waat^d more 
ney, for which he applied first to the 
Tins, conjuring up a pitiable tale, viz., 
it he apprehended a Spanish iavasiun. 

"W. Prjiine. 
) "As soon Ks Henry recei'^ed the gli^teriug fruila 
his iniquity, be sent for Eleanor to assist him in 
indering it away in the light atid vain espensea 
rHcli thej muttiBlly delighted, and to grace witli 
presence the bridnJ of their eldest sou. Prince 
rard. King Henry waited at Bourdeaus to re- 
e his SDo'a bride. H'C had prepared so grand A 
kal for the reception of the young lafanla, that 
apeflded SOO.OOO marks on her marriage-feaat, lo 
in dignntioii 0>f his English peers." — A-SfTickland^ 

H 2 
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But the barons happily could refose w^ 
caught with chaff, and therefore boldlj coa- 
fessed their unbelief, and declined to gi? 
money. The king, therefore, commLyioned 
his brother, once more, to levy money ftwil 
the Jews : and a very large sura it was. 

In vain did the Jews remonstrate againi 
these accumulated oppressions ; their wmM 
strances were only met hy a renewal of thffl 
hardships. In vain did they pray forpB 
mission to depart from the country, in ord 
tiiat they might seek an asylum in m 
other land ; this alternative was also deni 
them, and proclamations were issued fori? 
ding any Jew to leave England without t 
king's license. Haring failed to obtain 
dress when sought in terms of humble si 
plication, they wanted not the courage tO( 
fierce their complaints in language at oi 
bold and impresaive. When the principal m 
amongst them had been summoned befi 
the Earl Richard of Cornwall, the kin 
brother, and the council, and were threat 
ed with imprisonment and death, unle^ ^ 
forthwith supplied the sum required 
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ias, their senior rabfci, stood up, and in the 
me of his brethren addres&ed the assembly 

these words : — 

" O noble lords, we see undoubtedly that 
IT Lord the king purposeth to destroy us 
om under heaven. We entreat, for God's 
ie, that he give us license and safe con- 
ict to depart out of bis kingdom, that we 
ay seek a mansion in some other land, and 
jder u prince who bears some bowels of 
ercy, and some stability of truth and faith- 
Iness, and we will depart, never to return 
Jain, leaving our household stuff and houses 
[hind us. But how can h& spare ug mise- 
,ble Jews, who destroys his own natural 
nglish ? He hath people, yea, his own nier- 
lants, I say not usurers, who by usurious 
intracts accumulate infinite heaps of money, 
et the king rely upon them, and gape after 
leir emoluments. Verily, they have sup- 
anted us, which the king, however, dis- 
mbles to know ; extracting from us those 
lings we cannot give him, although he would 
ill out our eyes or cut our throats, when 
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he had first token off our skins." Widi 
much feeling and sincerity was this ailii 
made, that as the orator concluded it, a 
den faintness seized him, from which he 
with much difficuhy recovered.* The a] 
cation for leave to quit this country was 
fused with as much courtesy and gentk' 
lis [lossihle. The king's brother, the Ei 
Cornwall, knowing that their removal 
\>I*>VQ injurious to his uioney-euekipg bw- 
ther, replied to Eabbi Elias' applieancm 
in tlie following words; — "The king, ray 
brother, is your loving prince, and ready 
at all times to oblige you, but in this matter 
could not grant your request, beaause the 
king of France had lately publlehed a severe 
edict against Jewsi,"j" and no other Christian 
country would receive you ; by which mean* 



" The kiag did not have Babbi Elias' speecli odk* 
sented ; far tlie following ye&r, th« king deptived 
liim of the high office he held amongst the Jews, 
without alleging any oifeuce Oigainst him. Stt 
Appendix M. 

+ See Appendix N. 
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lid be exposed to such hardsliipa aud 
difficulties as would afflict the king, who 
Lad always been teniler of your welfare." 
Next year, when the king and queen re- 
roed from Gascony to England, the Jews 
occasion to present a memorial to the 
ting hiraself, in reply to another unreason- 
jle request, in which they thus addressed 
iiu : — 

" Sir king-, we see thou sparest neither 

pbristians nor Jews, but studiest with crafty 

ccusea to impoverish all men. We have no 

lope of respiration left ns, the usurers of tlie 

jpe have supplanted U3. Permit us to de- 

out of the kingdom with safe conduct, 

■ we will seek for oui-selvea such a mansion 

we can, be it what it will." Although 

[we may admire the boldness," observes Mr. 

iKunt, " with which the Jews (notwithstand- 

[ing their degraded and dependent situation) 

'demanded relief from their wrongs, it can 

in no way excite astonishment to find that 

fthe language they employed had not the 

[effect of procuring them the redress whi<jh 

they claimed. When the kingreceived their 
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memorial, and was informed of the adilnssj 
to the council, he expressed himself in temij 
')f violent anger. The words which he vsA] 
on the occasion are recorded : — " Is it tofce 
lUflFTelled at" heaajd, "that I coTet money? 
It is a horrible thing to imagine the debt* 
wherein I am held bound. By the head flf 
r.od, they amount to the sum of 200,000 
marks ; and if I should say 300,000, 1 sbouli 
not exceed the bounds of truth. I am de- 
i:eived on erery aide ; I am a maimed aait 
an abridged king — yea, now but half a king, 
There is a necessity for me to have uionej", 
jrotten from what place soever, and by what 
means soever, and from whomsoever."* 

No time was lost in devising measures tor 
procuring a supply, according to the inten- 
tion thus expressed. The Duke Richard piv- 
[wsed to provide the king with the sum whicli 
was required, upon condition that the whole 
of the Jews shoiJd be assigned over to him^ 

* Well might Henry say, " that it would 1m • 
greater act of charity to bestow money on him, than 
">n those who went Tram door to door, begging slms," 
M. Pnris. A. Strickland. 
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ting consented to the proposal, and 
fthwith, upon receiving the money, he 
Id the Jews to the duke rs ei security for 
h sum advanced.* 

iThe Jews were again accused of crucifying 
boy at Lincoln, Hugo by name, eight years 
[age. They are reported to have first fatten- 
I the hoy for ten days with white bread and 
ilk, iu a secret chamberj and tlien sent for 
e principa] Jews from all the cities ef Eng- 
hd, and appointed one to act as Pilate, 
hers as the tormeators, and then re-enacted 
[ the indignities mentioned in Scripture ; 
ourged him, cruelly crowned him with 
lorns, fastened him to a cross, gave him gall 
fdrink, and lastly, when dead, pierced his 
|e with a spear. To crown aE, they took 
H; his bowelSj as being particularly service- 
de in their magic practices, and then, that 
b matter might not be known to Chris- 
|tbs, diligently concealed the corpse. The 
;h, however, vomited forth the innocent 
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liody, worthy of a more honourable sepulcli 
and as often as the Jewg tricl to Imry 'n 
showed itself again iiext day above 
TerrifieJ Iwyond measui-e, they threw it ill 
n well, where th^ mother at last fouud 
Tlie master of the house was seized, an4l con- 
fessing the whole matter, was tied to horee 
taila, and thus torn to piecea. Ninety Jl 
were carried off in chains to London, 
received due pniiishment^ 

The whole atory is thus related by M»V 
thew Paris, and copied Toy Prynoe into }iis_ 
Demurrer, part tiret^ pp. 29-32: — 

'^ The same year, [i. e. when th« kT 
wnnted so much money, and the Jews !«• 
gun to remonstrate], about the feast of Pefiw 
and Paul, the Jews of Lincoln Btole a 
tmlled Hugo, being eight years old ; and 
as they had nourished liiiniu a certain 
secret cliainber, with milk and other chiJdish 
Jiliments, they sent to almost all the cities "I 
Kngland wherein the Jews lived, that, in cwu- 
teiopt and reproach of Jesus Christ, Uicj 
should be present at their sacrifice at Lin- 




OF THE BOY UtGO. 



•275 



;; for they had, as they said, a certain 
d hid to be crucified. Whereupon mfiny 
imbled at Lincoln. And coming togetheri 
f appointed one Lincoln Jew for the 
ge, OS it were for Pilate. By whose judg- 
jt, by the consent of all, the child is 
;cted with sundry torments. He is whip- 
even unto blood and lividness, crowned 
ti thorns, wearied with spittings and 
ckjngs ; and moreover he is pricked by 
n. all with poniards, made to drink gall, 
ided with repronches and blasphemies, and 
[aently called by them with grinding 
fc, Jesus the false prophet. And after 
f had derided him in divers manners, 
f crucified him, and pierced him with w 
IT to the heart. And when the child had 
\n up the ghost, they took down his body 
a the cross, and took the bowels out of 
corpse, for what end is unknown ; but it 
said it was to. esercise magical arts. 
: mother of the child diligently sought for 
absent son for some days, and it was told 
by neighbours, that the last time they 
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saw her child whom she sought, he was play' 
iiig with the ehilflreu of the Jews of his age, 
und entered into the house of a certain Jeir- 
Whcreupon the woman suddenly entered ihnt 
Imiise, and saw the body of her child cast into 
H cei-tain pit. And having warily called Ik 
litiiliffs of the city together, the body whs 
found and drawn forth, and there was niaik 
a WLiuderthl spectacle among the people. But 
the woman, mother of the child, complaiiiiiiji 
und crying out, provoked all the citizenJ 
thei'e assembled together, to tears and sighs. 
There was then present at the place John ile 
Lcxinton, a circumspect and discreet luui). 
and moreover elegantly learned, who said^ 
^ we have sometimes heard that the Jews 
have not feared to attempt such things in 
reproach of Jesus Christ, our crucified Lord.' 
And one Jew being apprehended — to wit, he 
into whose house the child entered playing, 
and therefore more susi^ected tbaii the rest. 
he saith unto him, ' wretch^ knowest thon 
not that speedy destruction ahides thee V 
All the gold of England will not suffice for 
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ly dcliveranee or redemption. Nutwith- 

inding I will tell thee, although unworthy, 

■what means thou mayest preserve thy life 

members, that thou mayest not le dls- 

aembered. I will save both to thee, if thou 

st not fear to discover to me whatsoever 

lings are done in this case, without false- 

>d.' "Whereupon the Jew, whose name was 

ilopin, believing he had thus found out a 

ray of escai'ie, answered, saying, ' Sir John, 

' thou makest thy words good by thy deeds, 

I will reyeal wonderful things to thee.' And 

Bthe industry of Sir John animating and ex- 

■eiting him thereto, the Jew said, ' those 

'thin^ are true which the Christians say. 

The Jews almost every year crucify ouc 

child, to the Injury and contumely of Jesus ; 

■bub it is not found out eveiy year, for they 

■do this secretly, and In hidden and most 

secret places. But this child whom they call 

Hugo, our Jews have most uumercifully 

cntciBed, and when he was dead, and they 

desired to hide him, being dead, he could not 

Kbe buried in the earth, nor hid. For the 
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corpse of the innocent was reputed uiipr 
fitable for divination, for he was unlxiwell( 
for that end. And when in the morning it 
was thought to be buried, the earth brougiil 
it forth, and Tomited it out, and the bodj 
sometimes appeared inhuman, whereupou tht' 
Jews abhorred it. At last it was cast head- 
long into a deep pit ; neither as yet could it 
be kept secret, for the importunate mother 
diligently searching all things, at last showed 
to the bailiffs the body she had found.'* But 
Sir John, notwithstanding this, k<;pt the Jew 
bound in chains. When these things were 
known to the canons of the church ofLin- 
(iolu, they requested the body to be given tu 
thenij which was granted ; and when it had 
been sufficiently viewed by an infinite com- 
pany of people, it was honourably buried in 
the church of Lincoln, as the corpse of u 
most precious martyr. The Jews kept the 
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»any days with milk, he might living suffer 
lany sorts of torments. When the king 
turned from the norfchern parta of Eng- 
id, and was certified of the premises, he 
reprehended Sir Joha that he had promised 
ilife and members to so flagitious a person, 
, which he eould not give ; for that blasphe- 
mer and homicide was worthy the punish- 
ment of many sorts of death. And when 
as unavoidable judgment was ready to be 
executed upon this offender, he said, ' my 
death is now approaching, neither can my 
Lord John preserve me, who am ready ty 
perish. I now relate the truth to you all. 
Abnost all the Jews of England consenkd t-o 
the death of this child, whereof the Jews are 
accused; and almost out of every city in 
England wherein the Jews inhabit, certain 
chosen persons were called together to the 
immolation of that child, as to a Paschal sa- 
crifice. And when as he had spoken tliese 
things, together with other dotages, being 
tied to an horse's tail and drawn to the gal- 
lows, he was presented to the eereal CacoLla;- 
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luona in body aad soul ; and ninety-one ul 
Jews, partakers of this wickedness, beii 
carried in carts to London, were there* wra- 
litted to prison. Who if so be they were 
sually bewailei by any Christians, yet they 
were deplored by the Canrsini (the pope's 
Italian usurers), their <;o-rivals, with 
eyes.. Afterwards, by the inquisition of 
king's justices, it waa discovered and fouDil, 
that the Jews of England, by eommoucouii- 
aelf had slain the innocent child, punished for 
maay days and crucified- But after this, 
the mother of the said child constantly pro- 
secuting her appeal before the king against 
them for that iniquity, and such a death 
God, the Lord of revenges, rendered tlieui 
a condign retribution, according to their 
merits ; for on St. Clement's day, ei^ty<- 
eight of the richest and gi-eatest Jews of th« 
city of London [what a bonntit'iil harvest for 
the needy king}, were drawn and hanged 
up in the air upon new gibbets, especially 
prepared for that purpose; and more than 
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;nty-tliree others were reserved in the 
rer of LondoQ to the like judgment."*! 



"Lying wonders form as much a part of the 
ries concerning the mnrdered childreu, aa those 
ich describe bleeding cruciiixeS] or flying sacrit- 
aental wafers. Contemporary writers may be cited 
for the one set of facts as well as for the other. The 
ocious flnJ murderoas lies whicli envelope this 
of using bloodj give ua strong reason for 
■pecting, that it is as deyoid of truth, as calum- 
Dioua, and as devilish aa those image and wafer 
storieSj by means of which so many thousands of 
anbappy Israelites were put to the avford, whose 
UpodatiU cries to heaven for vengeance." . . . 
r"The mere recital of these follies shows that they 
are the offcpring of an unenlightened imagination, 
^ not the inventioa of a moli^ant heart. 
■ " The total absence of ali credible testimony com- 
pels us to refuse our behef. The only evidence to 
be had is that extracted from the victims of the 
torture. But that mode of e&aiiiiustioa would have 
made the same persons confess that they were me- 
tempsychosea of Judas lacariot or Pontius Pilate, 
th&t they bad cnuaed the ruinous convulgjons of 
an rarthquake or the devastations of the ehulern 
inotha%."—Dr. M'CanFs Reasons Jjir belieting tAai 
\he Charge lately revived against the Jewish Peopie 
J a bmelese Falsekoad, pp. 16, 24. 
Li" See Appendix 0. 
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Earl Richard, having obtained his elec- 
tion as successor to the Emperor of G&- 
man7,henamed himself King of the Romans. 
This exaltation had no favourable eiTett 
upon the unfortunate Jews. Tyranny and 
cruelty seem to have been the predominaul 
features of royalty in those dark ages. He 
caused them to be arrested, and would not 
accept of any bail. The attorneys he em- 
ployed were Jews, and in all probability ';if 
very indifferent characters — such as his fa- 
vourite Abraham, the murderer of his own 
wife — who made no effort to alleviate tlie 
Oppression of their suffering brethren ; per- 
haps helped forward their affliction by tell- 
ing the Roman king they could raise the 
money at once, if made to do it. 

There can be no doubt that the Jews bad 
then able judges and lawyers of their own, 
and whom the king's court considered com.' 
petent to decide all sorts of questions, spiri- 
tual as well as temporal. This circumstance 
annoyed the ecclesiastics not a little, whicli 
they did not fail to resent. . 
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?he prelates began to complain that the 
^s were protected by the king's courts. 
i, for the protection ! Boniface, the pri- 
ite, who was honoured with the well-me- 
appellations of " this rufiian, this cruel 
liter , , , no winner of souls, but an 
icter of money,"* convened a provincial 
mod, in which the prelates enacted several 
jvereand cruel edicts respecting the Jews, 
jrMch are the following : — 
" That because ecclGsiastical judicature is 
libunded, and the office of prelates ob- 
structed, when a Jew offending against ec- 
siaatical persona and things is convicted 
' these or other matters, which belong to 
ecclesiastical court of pure right, and 
ia not permitted by the king'a sheriffs or 
bailiffs to stand to the ecclesiastical law, but 
is rather forced to betake himself to the 
king's court ; therefore all sach Jews shall 
be driven to make answer, in such cases, 
a judge ecclesiastical, by being for- 

* M, Paris. A. Strickland. 
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bidden to traffic, contract, or converse nitli 
the feithful : and they who forbid and. ol- 
struct tliem, and distress judges and others 
on this account, shall be coerced by the sen* 
tencea of excommunication and interdict." 

This primate — " elected by female ift- 
trigue" — proTcd a great source of trouhls 
and virulent persecution to the poor Jewi 
He being uncle to Queen Eleanor — ivlio, 
in fact, was the sole munsirch of Englam!, 
and even of her huaband — 'had, as a matter 
of ooupse, great influence with the king. 
Henry, therefore, though he opposed the de- 
crees of .the Church against the Jews during 
Stephen Langton'a primacy, as you heard on 
Friday evening last, entirely concurred witli 
the Church in persecuting the Jews during 
the admin istraton of Boniface. 

Accordingly, by an edict enacted in the 
thirty-seventh year of this reign> Henry 
sanctioned Stephen Langton's decrees ; and 
it was ordained that " no Jew should remain 
in England who did not render service to 
the king ; that there should be no schocU 
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K Jews, except in places where they were 
jnt to be of old ; that, in their synago^es, 
Jews should pray in a low voice, accord- 
Ig to the rites of their religion, so that 
iristians might not hear them ; that every 
Bw should be answerable to the rector of 
Is parish for parochial dues, chargcahle on 
ks house i that no Christiaa woman should 
fckle or nurse the child of a Jew, nor any 
iristian serve a Jew, eat with them, nor 
in their houses ; that no Jew or Jewees 
auld eat meat in Lent, or detract from 
te Christian faith ; that no Jew should as- 
;iate with a Christian woman, nor any 
iristian man with a Jewess ; that every 
sw should wear a badge on his breast, and 
^ould not enter into any church or chapel, 
tcept in passing to and fro, and then should 
stay there, to the dishonour of Christ, 
lat no Jew should hinder any other who 
vfita desirous to embrace the Christian faith. 
That they should not abide in any town 
without the king's special license, sare in 
places where they were formerly wont to re- 
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side/' On offending against any of th. 
provisions, their properties were to he imnw' 
diutely seized. 

In the year 1261, unfortunately for 
Jews, died the queen's sister, Sancha, 
tess of Cornwall and Queen of the Komans, 
for whom the king and r|;ueen made grert 
lamentations, and gave her a magniiiceiit 
fiineral.* As usual, the poor Jews had to 
supply the needfiil, for the king ordeml 
that new inventories should be made of nil 
their lands, tenements, debts, ready mon^. 
plate, jewels, and household stuff! Due 
king's commissioners were to be assisted in 
their strict search by all sheriffs, constables 
of castles, mayors, &c. 

The king's opposition to the barons proved 
a twofold scourge to the oppressed Jews. 
He took away their money, in order to 
be able to continue his opposition to tlie 
barons ; whilst the barons took away their 
lives, with the remainder of their wealth, for 

* A. Serickland. 
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[ing to the intolerable pressure of that 
tous Diocarch. It was, therefore, a 
le of joy to the Hebrew congregations, 
i a truce waa established between the 
(Ksign and his barons, and that the 
ler was prevailed upon to sign an ami- 
le arrangjjment with the latter, by which 
bound himself to confirm the provisions 
Oxford. Henry, however, was not a 
) to abide any length of time by any 
pement, and as a matter of course re- 
|d to adhere to the rules of the compact, 
|er the pretence that his consent and 
nature were extorted from him. He 
hdrew to the tower of London. The 
nded barons uiiexi>ectedly entered the 
f, eager for plunder and athirst for 
wi, raised first a dreadful uproar there 
dnst the luckless Jews, which wns the 
^ude to a personal attack upon tlie<iueen, 
I most unpopular of all the queens of 
gland. The following are the particular 
ails of this tumult, as related by Agnes 
ickland, copied from T. Wikes, a contem- 
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porary c}ironicler : — " At the sound of 1 
Paul's great bell, a numerous mob sa 
forth, led on by Stephen Buckrell, the 
shal of London, and. Joha Fitz-John, 
powerful baron, They killed and plund* 
many of the wretched people, without mercj^ 
The ferocious leader, Jolm Fitz-John, id 
through with his sword, in cold blood, Eokbea] 
Abraham, the wealthiest Hebrew residenli^ 
LoudoL, Besides plundering and kill 
fire hundred* of this devoted race, the 
turned the rest out of their beds, undre 
as they were, keeping them so the 
night." During which catastrophe, a net 
erected aynagogue was reduced to ashes. 
The oppressions exercised towards 
Jews by the king, rendered them obnoa 
to the inhabitants of the places where; 
resided, The continual exactions to wl 
they were subjected had necessarily 
effect of withdrawing large sums from 
towns of their abode ; and it could no 



* Others htve sevea hundred. 
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ul, sooner or later, to be discovered that 
tough the tax, in tte first instance, fell 
ipon the Jews alone, jet thtit eventually 
the wealth of the neighbourhood was there- 
hy COD aide rably diminiahed. It was, it is 
pro-bable, partly with a view to this 
consequence, that many towns obtained, 
during the present reign, from the king, 
chatters or writs, directing that no Jews 
ahoiild reside within their walls. Charters 
or Writs to this effect were granted to the 
towns of Newcastle, Derby, Southampton, 
ssyou have already heard, Wycotnb, New- 
bery, and to other places ; and the Jews 
■'^ere forced to remove with their families 
and effects. It would have been happy for 
tii&Jews, if the necessity of changing the 
filacea of their residence had been the only 
hardship to which, through the popular 
feeling, they were exposed. In many parts 
Df the country, the people treated them 
ffith open, violence ; charges of the wildest 
lescription were raised against them, and 
mde excuses for the exercise of every 

o 
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species of cruelty and extortion ; tumnlii 
were excited ; their houses were pUhg^i 
and burned ; and hundreds fell victims to 
the fTen2y of the popidace. At Norwich, 
ou the ocffiisioE of some Jews being eie- 
cuted upon a charge of having stolen i 
Christian child, which you have already 
heardj the citizens broke into the houses of 
the Jews there, and stripped them, and then 
setting fire to them, burned them to the ground. 
At Canterbury, the Jews were aabjeoted to 
a similar violence, the immediate cause o( 
which is not mentioned ; but it is si 
that the clergy there did not acrupi 
encourage the outrage, aad to take an an 
tive part with the mob on the occasion 
At Oxford, the scholars of the xuuversi^, 
having iipoii some pretext picked a <iuarre 
with the Jews, broke into their houses and 
pillaged them of their property.* 

When Prince Edward returned from hi! 
victorious campaign iu Wales, he was 

* Prvnne; Tovcv; J. E, Blunt. 







TH£ JEWS GIVEN TO PBIN'CE EDWAKD. 291 



poor that he could not pay the arrears 
which he owed to the troops, and unwilling 
to disband men whom he foresaw his father's 
cause would require, the king fixed on 
the expedient of presenting him with th^ 
Jews — 'the king of the Komans must ha\re 
got, by this, all he wanted from tbem*-^with 
a new privilege, y'lz., that of basing all writs 
of judicature, which had been formerly sealed 
by the justices of the Jews, sealed by the 
chEinceUor of the excheciuer, the profits of 
which were to be paid to the prince. Ed- 
ward, however, did not keep them long in 
his grasp 5 being in want at once of ready 
cash, he as&igned them with his father's 
consent and signature, for two years to the 
Catercensiaa merchant^. No more did the 
latter keep them long, for Edward was soon 
after accused of a conspiracy against his 
father; the king therefore seized upon the 
Jews — a trick of olden times in royal trade. 
■ The battle of Lewes is another melan- 



» See p. 282. 
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uholy memorable event in the history of 
the Jews in this country. This battle, tt 
all of you must ba aware, terminatoi ia 
tlic complete discomfiture of the king"* 
party. The common people being difr 
banded and out of employment, betook tken- 
selves to persecute the unfortunate Jews. 
They pretended that that people conspirci 
with the king's party to destroy the barom 
iiud the good citizens of London ; which 
they thought gave them a right to plunder 
that defeaceless people wherever they wen I 
found. They began with London, and tbe I 
conduct of the metropolitans was soon fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of other placa 
Lincoln, Northampton,Canterbury,andiaaiiy 
other towns in the kingdom became the 
scenes of plunder and persecution. Thoj 
London Jews were placed in immineM 
danger, and in all probability, those who 
snrvLved the massacre of Montfort and John 
Fitz-John, would have shared the fate of ' 
their fire hundred, or seven hundred, bPfr| 
tlvren, who perished there. But the con* 
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st&ble of the tower opened the gates, to 
afford them a timely refuge. 

The king, in coniunction with the barons, 
endeavoured to quell these riots, and issued 
letters patent to the mayor and sheriffs of 
London, and to the persons put under au- 
thority in all those places where outrages 
ere committed, to suppress all sorts of dis- 
lers; and as peace had been established 
>aghout the kingdom, the Jews should 
liare in that peace. A proclamation was 
berefore to be published, for the Jews to re- 
peaceably to their homes. Few, indeed, 
lust have been the number who found 
omes. It was also announced that any 
Bolestation offered to the Jews would sub- 
et the offender to the danger of life aud 



The king, being anxious to procure for 
'^Mmself the services of his friends, after 
Jiis disastrous differences with his Gentile 
subjects, resolved to do so at the expense of 
his Jewish ones. He remitted the interest 
money which was owing to them from seve- 
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ral of his friends. So that, thou^ they were 
permitted to return to their homes, they hud 
well nigh heen deprived of any means of sub- 
sistence in those homes, Farliament, how- 
ever, soon met, and enacted that their houses, 
goods, and chattels should be restored to th«m 
in the same condition they were in Before tie 
tattle of Lewes. The Jews, therefore, en- 
joyed comparative tranquillity for the period 
of four years, since that meeting of paiiiit- 
ment. They agreed to pay £1000, to be 
free from taxes during that period; under the 
proviso, however, that neither the king nor 
the prince should undertake any cmsadedur 
ing that time ; and some few had even great 
favours bestowed upon them, especially thwe 
who rendered the king efifectual service in 
his distresses. Yet was thefr tranquillity 
only comparative ; they were by no means 
universally exempt from trouble and annoy 
ance^ and individuals were snbject to grievoaa 
caliimnies and accusations, as wa^ the case 
with the Jews of Lincoln during that period. 
The dean and chapter of that city would 
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not pay their debts ; they contrived to accitse 
their Jewish creditor of forging a bond. It h 
a faithful picture of the English of those days, 
" that when churchmen and laymen, prince 
and prior, knight and priest, come knocking 
[At Isaac's door, they borrow not hts shekels 
with these uncivil terms. It is then, Friend 
Isaac, "will you pleasure us in this matter, 
and our day shall be truly kept, so God save 
I ine ? — and kind Isaac, if ever you served a 
man, ahow yourself a friend in this need. 
And when the day comes and I ask my own, 
then what hear I, but tlie curse ef Egypt 
on your tribe, and all that may stir up the 
rude and uncivil populace against poor stran- 
gers."* 

The Jews in Oxford for a long time seem, 
upon the whole, to have been more prospe- 
rous than their brethren in many other 
places. You have heard that they had schools 
and seminaries there at an early period of 
their history in England-f Their occupa- 



* Sir Waiter Scott. t See pp. 87, 109. 
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tion there seems to have been almost alto* 
gether in the literary line, so that we do 
not find any documents respecting tbrged 
honda. The Jews have always appreciated 
learning very much and encourageil it. We 
read of individuals selling some land at a 
VGTy l^ow rate indeed, for the erection of an 
institution for that puqxjse. The celebrated 
Sir Walter de Merton, the founder of a col- 
lege in Oxford bearing his name, purchased 
a site from a Jew, &s appears &om. a dwd 
in the college treasury.* 

Yet they were now and then subject to 
some accusations : for instance, we learn from 
SI writ of release, and which has been allud- 
ed to already, that several Jews in that 
city were imprisoned on a charge brought 
against them of taking away a boy belonging 
to a Jewish convert, and concealing him 
However, it proved a false alarm, the child 
was soon found ; tlie prisoners were therefore 
forthwith released. f 



* See Appendix P. 
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TEE nNIVERSITT IN WANT OF A CEOSS. 297 

Pryane briefly notices an investigation 

[respecting the murder of a certain Jew tkere, 
Facob by name.* 
The university, however, was at that time 

f very badly off for a nice ele^nt cross ; they 
ad no means of erecting it. The authori- 
ties therefore ingeniously contrived to make 

i the Jews erect one for them. One of them 
was, therefore accused ofhaving,onAsccnsiou 

[Day — whilst the chancellor, masters, and 
acholars of the university were walking iu 
solemn procession to visit the sainted re- 

I liques of Frideswide, bearing the cross before 
them — snatched the cross — a wooden one — 

[ from its bearer, and trodden it under his 

I feet in contempt of Christ. A very likely 

I Btory !f 

• See Appendix R. 

t Judging from the Popish customs still existing 

I in the coantries where that religion is nationnl, I 

jfthould say that certainly no Jew wag pemiittecl to 

[appear in the street daring that or any similar pro- 

icessioD-day, as is the case to this day in Poland, and 

other Roman Catholic countries. A Jew, in all pro- 

ity, ventured out at that time, and £hu8 gave his 

o3 
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Strict search was made after tlie culprit, 
but in vain. Of couree, there was eyideotly 
□o culprit to find I if there were, he could 
not po»siblj have escaped, as no Jew vim 
allowed to travel from place to place withoot 
especial license. 

All thoae, therefore, who could be fonDcl 
within the city, were seized, and imprimnted 
until they had provided sufficient funda for 
the erection of a oToas of white marble, with 
golden figures of the Virgin and Jesns Christ, 
and also a rich silver cross^ to be carried be- 
fore the masters and scholars of the umv«r 
sity, in their procesfiions. The marble cross 
was placed in Merton College, and the eilver 
one entrusted to the Fellows of that society. 
The large marble cross appears to have cxistr 
ed till Henry the Sixth, according to John 
Ross, a contemporary antiquary, who copied 
from it, just before it was destroyed, the fol- 
lowing inscription : — 

enemies an opportanity to fabricate the above id- 
TentuK, which curled in the erection oi a splendid 
cross hyits enemies. 
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" Quis meus author erat ? Jud«ei, Quo- 
modo? Sumptu. Quia jussit ? Regnans. 

Juo procurante ? Magistris. Cur ? Cruce 
pro fractu LlGPtt. Quo tempore? !Festo 
'Ascensus Domini. Quig erat locus ? Hie 
,ubi sisto." 

At Brentford, the people rose ap against 

le Jews, and robbed them of whatever goods 
i they coald lay their hands upon. On this 
sion, forty-five of the principal actors in 
'tile outrage were apprehended by the autho- 
rities of the place. The whole of these were, 
[iowever, shortly after liberated, upon the in- 
[tervention of the Bishop of Lincoln, because 
jit was maintained that no man could im- 
Ipeach them of any crime or breach of the 
peace. 

After the battle of Eversham, when the 
rebel barons had assembled an army in the 
eastern counties, they marched a port of their 
forces to Lincoln, broke into the houses of the 
Jews, and plundered them of their wealth; 
then making an excursion to Cambridge, they 
committed a similar outrage, and carrying 
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away with them the richest of the Jews, 
forced theoi to pay heavy ransoms for their 
liberation. These and many other acts of 
tjppression and cruelly were inflicted upon 
the Jews by the populace. 

The conduct of the people was the natural 
result of the unrestrained extortions prac- 
tised liy the crown. The daily occurrence 
of these extortions led tlie populace to reganl 
the Jews as persons who were not within the 
usual protection of the law, and they there- 
fore considered it no crime to enrich them- 
selves at the expense of those unfortunate 
people. But though the king did not hesi- 
tate to oppress the Jews himself, yet he hai 
good reasons for shielding thelQ against the 
violence and extortions of his subjects. He 
considered the Jews and all they posaessed 
as his own peculiar property, and he con- 
sequently looked upon every act by which 
tliey were impoverished, as withdrawing so 
much from his own wealth. Measures were 
therefore taken to prevent a continuance of 
the outrages, of the people ; and direction 
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Were issued to twenty-six of the principal 

inhabitants of the towns where the Jews re- 

' sidedj* to protect them from any further acts 

of violence, under heavy penalties for dis' 

' obedience.f 

The Jews seem to have been treated by 
'that monarch exactly as slaves, and were 
'presented as gifts to his children. Frince 
1 Edmund was presented with a rich Jew, 
■h^tu-on- As it happened, however, Aaron 
Kwas not the worse off on that iiccount; for 
I Edmund does not seem to have inherited 
much cif the avarice and rapacity either of 
his father or mother. This Jew, therefore, 
fared far better than many of his brethren. 
[e was enfranchised altogetherby that prince 
for the trifling remuneration of an annual 
'■pair of gilt spurs,! ^^^ tad, moreover, the pe- 

^^ * Dr. Jost observes', hovi great must their duller 
have been, since twenty-six biu^esses in each towti 
were neceasarj to protect them. 

I -f Sec Appendix S. 

B XSee Appendix T. 
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coliar liberty of residing wherever lie liked 
m any part of the kingdom. There were 
several others who were favoured with the 
king's countenance ; for instance, Cressey and 
two other Jews of London were freed, by tie 
intcrcession^ofthe king of the Romans, from 
all sorts of tallages, for the space of five 
years, for the trifling remuneration of one 
mark and a half of gold, to be paid hy each 
of them annually. And also to a certaut 
Jacob le Eveake, by the interference of the 
queen, an exemption was conceded from all 
sorts of tributes and taxes all his life-time ; 
and the same privilege to his son Benedict 
after hi3 father Jacob's death. A few other 
instances of that kind are adduced by Prynne- 
However, the favour bestowed on indi^- 
duals had only the effect of exciting the 
odiam of the populace against the whole com- 
munity, and thus kindled the flame of per- 
secution in the breasts of the British Chrii- 
tiang to an incredible pitch- In fact, they 
first pretended that the crown lavished too 
many favours on the Hebrews, and then 
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i maintained that the king wae not a good 
ChrUtifln in consequence ; till they wrought 
him up to the pitch they aimed at. Eleanor 
even, who was aa unprincipled a plunderer 
of the Jews as the king himself, whenever 
an opportunity occurred, was also accused of 
patronizing them, simply because it was sup- 
posed that when Eleanor was married to 
Henry, a great number of Jews followed her 
to this country, hoping to experience the 
aajne favour fcbey enjoyed in her paternal 
ooantry. AU these pretences pressed heavily 
upon the poor Jews. New cruel enactments 
T?ere devised againat them ; and the king 
was obliged to sanction them, in order to re- 
tain the pretensions to the name Christian. 
Cruelty to the Jews seemg, then, to have been 
931 infallible feature of a good Christian. 
Thus, in the fifty-first year of this reign, 
when the statute of Pillory passed, it was 
enacted, amongst other things, that " no per- 
son should purchase flesh of a Jew." " The 
regtilations of these statutes," says Mr. Blunt, 
had reference principally to the conduct of 
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the Jews, and to their intercourse with the 
ChristiaiiB." If their fary went no farther, 
the Jews would have had no reason to be 
sorry J for truth, to speak, the less intet- 
course the Jews had with those Christians, 
the safer they were. But tlie people did not 
stop here. Indeed, there were circumstances 
arieing out of the authority claimed by the 
crown over the Jews, which induced the 
nation to require some regulations with »■ 
spect to their property and possessions. The 
right of the crown with respect to them, was 
not imfrequently, in the exercise, oppressive 
to the Christian inhabitants. When the 
king seized the estate of a Jew into his hands, 
he claimed to be entitled, as part of his 
effects, to all the debts which were at the 
time owing to him, and the debtor to thf& 
Jew thereby became the debtor of the king— 
a situation which the wants of the crown in 
these times rendered dangerous and oppresr 
sive. It was the custom of the Jews, instead 
of advancing money on mortgage, to purchase 
certain rent-charges on annuities, secured 
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upon the landed estates of the debtor. These 
reat-charges had increased to a very large 
tent, and by becoming vested in the king, 
ere prolbably found to give the crown a 
gerous hold upon the landed proprietors 
the country. As a further consequence, 
10, of the title claimed by the king to the 
iperty and estates of the Jews, an en^ 
hment was made upon the acciiBtomed 
ts of the tenure. When a Jew became 
;titled to any landed property, the fruits 
privileges of the lord of the fee became 
fidiately endangered or suspended ; for, 
l>esides that the land was liable at any time 
to be seized into the hands of the king, who, 
apon feudal principles, could not hold of any 
inferior, the lord was deprived at once of his 
ohance of escheat and the advantages of re- 
ii^, as the king claimed in all cases to suc- 
ceed to the lands of a Jew upon his death ; 
and the heir, for pormission to take the land 
of his ancestors, paid his relief to the king, 
[n cases of outlawry, moreover, the king 
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stepped in and deprired the lord of his eB- 
ch«at. 

In conseqiiaDce of this state of circom- 
stancea, the king was constrained, towards 
the conclusion of his reign, to grant the fol- 
lowing charter : — 

*' Henry, by the grace of God, king of 
England, &c. To all our sherifls, baili&, 
uiid liege subjects, to whom these presents 
shall come, greeting. Know ye, that for the 
honour of God and the universal Church, for 
the amendment and advantage of our king- 
dom, and for relie^ng Chri3tia,ns from the 
damages and grievance which they have ioS- 
fered by the freeholds which o\tr Jews cUim- 
ed to have in lau<^, tenements, fees, r«it8, 
and other tenures ; and that no prejudice 
may hereafter happen to us, to the common- 
weal of our kingdom, or to the kingdom it 
self, we^ by the advice of our bishopt, 
nobles, and great men wko are of our 
council^ have provided^ ordained, and en- 
acted, for ua and our heirs, that no Jew shall 
from henceforth have a freehold in aoy 
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tanors, lands, tenements, fee^, rents, or 
mres -whataoever, either by charter, gift, 
jflinent, coafirmation, or other grant, or 
)y any- other mtana whatever, 

" Provided neyertheless, that they may 

aereafter hold, as in times past they were 

accustomed to hold, those houses in our 

f dtiea, boronglis and towns, which they them- 

1 aelves inhabit ; and likewise that they may 

' let thoae houses to leaae, which they now 

j hold for that purpose, to Jews only, but not 

to Christians. 

" Yet neverlieless it is here provided, that 
I it should not be lawful for our Jews of Lon- 
[don to purchase, or by any other method to 
icquire, more houses than they now have in 
oar said city of London ; by which the paro- 
chial churches of tie said city, or their in- 
cumbents, may incur a loSs. However, it 
shall be lawful for the said Jews of London 
at their pleasure to repair their houses, and 
even to rebuild and restore to their former 
condition such of their old houses aa have 
rfftllen doTTO or been demolished. 
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*' We likewise, by and with the advice of 
our said council, provide and enact, that with 
respect to the said houses so to be inhabited, 
or let to lease as aforesaid, no Jew shall sue 
or be sued by our original writs out of chan- 
cery, but before our justices appointed for 
taking care of the Jews, and by the writs of 
Judaism hitherto used and accustomed. 

"But with respect to those lands and 
tenures in which the Jews were before this 
statute infeoffed, and which they now hMj 
our will isj that such infeoffments and grants 
shall he absolutely annulled ; and tiat the 
said lands and tenements shall return to tk 
Christians who granted the same ; but upott 
condition that the said Christians shall 
make satisfaction to the Jews, without usury, 
for the money or consideration contained in 
the charters and writings, which was paJd 
by the Jewa to the Christians, for the said 
feoffinents or grants. And also upon condi- 
tion, that if the said Christiana cannot make 
immediate satigfoction for the same, it may 
be lawful for the said Jews to make over the 
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ud tenements to other Chnstians, until the 
snsideratipn paid by them tan, without 
sury, be raised out of the rents and profits 
ff the said estate, according to its true value 
by a reasonable assessment ; saving, however, 
I Buch Christians their subsistence ; and ao 
[bs that the Jew may from thence receive the 
loney or consideration by the hands of 
kgome Christian, and not of any Jew, as afore- 
Itaid. 

" And if a Jew should hereafter happen to 

jieceiTe from any Christian a feoffment of 

|«tiyfee or tenement, contrary to thispreseni 

Iteatule, the said Jew shall absolutely forfeit 

the said tenement or fee, and the same shall 

be taken into, and safely kept in our hands ; 

I Wd the ChriatJans or their heirs may recover 

the said lands or tenements out of our hands ; 

rillt upon condition that thej pay to us the 

Iwhole money which they received from the 

lid Jews for such a feoflinent. Or if they 

have not sufficient wherewithal to do this, 

they shall then pay yearly to us and our 

heirs, at our exchequer, the true yearly value 
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of those tenements or fees. 
JQSt and r^souabk asseesoKnc, ouQl ' 
bad till) Batis&ction of the said 
consideration. 

" And with regard to the imrattj 
children, and the baksrs, hievi 
of the Jews, as thej and the CI 
different in their fiuth and worship,] 
vide and enact, that no Christian 
woman shall presume to serre thei 
of these capecdties. 

"■ And because the Jevts have ioi 
been iLccastomed to receive, by the 
Christians, certain rents something lib 
fiinu rents, out of the hnds and te 
■of Christians, which likewise have bee 
ftes, we will and ordain that the 
lating to them heretofore by us mi 
remain in full force, nor shall any nS 
derogated from by this present act ; ' 
fore we command and strictly churge 
that you cause th« said provision, 
or statute, to be publicly proclaii 
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observed and obeyed, throughout your 
e bailiwick. 

[n testimony whereof we have caused to 
sued these our letters patent. Witness 
it Westminster, 24th day of July, and 
IT reign the 54th year."* 
oe would have fancied that such a sta- 
as was just read, would hare been the 
Ti's crowning act of violence towards the 
Jews ; and since ttey had suffered so 
b of murder, plunder, and robbery both 
I the king and his subjects, a little re- 
J, at least, would have been granted t o 
1. But various as tlieir oppressions were, 
'ere they also incessant. Soon after the 
re decree was proclaimed, Prince Edward 
eeded to the Holy Land, " that grave of 
lenae treasures and innumerable lives." 
expenses were heavy ; the Jews were 
efore taxed at 6,000 marks. Now it 
high time, after all their endurances, to 



[ hHTe here borTowed d (»uple of pa^es tram JdIui 
h Blunt. — See Appendix U. 
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Ite completely drained oixhearsl- 
M tlicy really were; they were t_ 
iinnbic to mise the deraandaii sam 

pMinptitudc with which it was rv,— 
l^arl Richard came forward again, uti 
viiiiotid tlifl mODey im the secohty <i 
Jews. Rut they seem to have been iDOt(> 
gagod to him in the present Instaooe for 
yoftr only, for the next year they were 
v«ry hciwily taxed. Several indirii 
WftTO asBJgTied over to Prince Edwud, 
had to pay £1000. 

The Christians of that reign seemed tt 
IiHvy ciiltaviitiid an unaccountahle covetooi- 
nesfi for every thing Jewish, not only tlidr 
money, but also their public buildings, and 
|Hirticulsirly their synagogues. We are thus 
informed, that this yeiu- another synagogoe 
In London — the principal one — was taken 
luvay fntm the Jewish congregation and given 
to the Friars i'enitcnts, who were sadly in 
want of n church. Unfortunately for th* 
jwor Jaws, the Friars' dark hole of a chapd 
was standing close to that magnificent syna- 
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ogue, upon wMch those ''locusts,'' as Torey 
alls them, set their avaricious and malicious 
iffeotion, and did not rest till they got the 
k\iig to sanction their robbery. The pre- 
text they fixed upon was of a most blasphe- 
mous nature. They complained, that in 
consequence of the great noise tlie Jews made 
iQ their synagogue during their worship, they 
Were not aUe to make the hodtf of Chrut 
(pmtly. The king thought the reason was 
a cogent one, and without any further con- 
siileration, ordered the Jewish place of wor- 
ship to be turned into a den of thieves. But 
l^te king was so gracious as to permit the 
Jews to build for themselves another syna- 
gogue in some other convenient place, if they 
*hose. No doubt expecting to get another 
church for his fwipious subjects. 

Henry the Third must have been tor- 
mented with the torturous apprehension — 
aa was the tyrannical Herod — that the Jews 
anticipatedhis death with greatcomplaeency.* 

B~* Thai sarage tjraut, Herod, when he was tdken 
v\ va Jeri'Clio, "which drendful illness tDiminat^d his 
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Henry began to grow infirm, and did aol 
expect to enjoy this world much longer: 
he determined therefore not to allow the Jew* 
to be glad on that account. The croell 
tlierefore, which he inflicted upon, thi 
his last days, were of so barbarous a uataa 
as to excite the commiseration of their mwl 
venomous foes. He called upon his unfor- 
tunate Jewish aubjeats to reckon up all their 
accounts with him^ and pay him in the ba- 
lance without delay. All arrears of his a- 
bitrary tallages were to be settled in the 
short term of four months, but halfoftlw 
aggregate sum was to be paid in geveo: 
days. Should any one be unable to pa; 
gi7e ade<iUBte security, he was forthwith to 



life, apprehending tlie approach of bis disttla 
rion, and remembering the many cruelties which 'u 
inflicted on the poor Jews ; he had every reason to 
helipve that joy instead of mourning would succfri 
his death. He ordered, therefore, his sister and bn> 
ther-ia-law to seize the principal men ot' the citip < 
Jericho, and tr> put them to the sfrord Ihe momcQtin 
his dcceasp, in order that mourning should be a «*• 
yfn now. 
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. imprisoned, and the privilege of bail de- 
him, except by body for body. And if 
Sy of their aarcties should fail to pay in 
ivhote quota on the appointed days, any 
formerly paid in part were to be for- 
1, and their persons, goods, and chattels 
i be at the king's mercy. Numbers of them 
on this occasion were imprisoned in the 
^er of London, and other places. Nothing 
^t weeping and lamentation were to be seen 
heard in every corner of every street. 
Tovey states — "Even the friars, who 
so lately taken possession of their syna- 
igue, as it is said, pitied them ; nor were 
the Caursini and the Caturcensian brokers 
[though their rivals in extortion) without 
ipassion ; for nothing could be more rigor- 
is and unmerciful than the king's proceed- 
igs at this time." 

I ended my last Lecture with the erection 
fa Jewish converts' institution, which Henry 
had established " to deliver hia fetter's aoul 
from the flames of purgatory,"* and with the 



* See p. 210. 




JEWISH CONVXBTS, 

same subject will I conclude my lecture to- 
night ; and I am truly glad that this pro- 
tracted Lecture is coming to a close. It 
seems that at the end of Henry's reign there 
were great numbers of Jewish converts. Be- 
fore that institution was established, I doolit 
not that many were deterred from embracing 
Christianity, in consequence ofthe distreasing 
prospect they had before their eyes, of being 
deprived of all they possessed, and without 
any means of support.* The provieiou thus i 
made for the Christian. Jews induced many; 
a one to make public confession of his faitb. 
Onone ofthe rolls of that reign, aboutfiTC hun- 
dred names of Jewish converts are registered. 
But as all institutions, if not diligently look- 
ed after, become in procea of time abased,] 
so was that one, in an especial manner. Tkej 
revenues were swallowed up by a few ofthe 
officers of that house, and the majority olj 
tlie poor converts were subject to sheer star 
vntion.f Henry, therefore, thought that it] 



* See page 205. 



t See Appendix V. 
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ronld be a meritorious thing on his part— 

lially as be expected ere long to be call- 

, before an awful tribunal to give an account 

"his stewardship — to give fresh encourage- 

iQit to that asylam, and institute a strict 

irestigation as to what became of tlie reve- 

pes assigned to that establishment ; and he 
Iso enacted, that for the future none should 
sive anj support from the house, except 
lose who were really in want of it. The 
Bgnlations of the house and chapel were also 
3vised and improved. The king's commis- 

goners for that purpose were the mayor of 

jondon, and John de St. Dennis, warden of 

mt asylum.* I repeat what I took the liberty 

express in my last Lecture, that such insti- 

itions are most important iu our own days, 

id I venture to cherish the hope, that I 

shall have the happiness to see institutions 

)f that kind established in every town in 
Sngland where the Jews reside, which, I am 
invinced, would be the means of making 



* See Appendix W. 




8 L8 CONVERSION NOT COKmnD TO POOt IKr 

MARy avow tJieir secret >)«1ief in tlie tntbof 
tlie Cliristinn religion. 

It ii^ a most gratuitous assertion on t]K 
part uf Dr. Jo&t, that only the impoTerisked 
Jews, and such as had to fear any jranish* 
Dicnt by reason of some transgression agftinst 
tlio laws of the country^ took refiige in thai 
house* The Jewish hiatorittn has noantbo- 
rity lor such a statement except his p»- 
judicics. There are reoords existing whidi 
prove the eontrflry.f 

* El ifinnt jfdocji, dasi nur arme Juden, ind 
MuKI meitt tdtrhr, die graetdiche utrnfai svji^ktm 
haifpi*, <w iHrurm ffauie ihre ZtifiucKt nahmen. — Gt- 
«chii-hle dor larn^lilcn, vol, \-u. p. 147. 

■\ See Appendix X. 
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This is the record respecting that infamous aJfair, 
truiamitted unto us in bAd Latin as well as in bad 
Ireoch. The perusal of the original may interest 
sunie. 

" Placitnm loquelie de JudEeis Norwich C|ui sunt in 
prisons apud Londou. 

"Benedictusphysicusappdlat Jacobum deNorwich^ 
Judeeuint <)iiod cum Edoardus, filiua suus, puer Kta.tjs 
5 annomm, ivit ludendo in via villae Norwich, vigUia 
sancti ^gadii 4 annis clapais ; venit idem Jacobus, 
Jndseus, et ccpit eundem Eodardum, et euro portavit 
asqite ad domum suam, et ciicemicidit eum in membro 
3UOj et -voluit ipsum facere Judseum, et eum retinuit 
per unam diem et unara noctem in domo sua, qtioasque 
per clamorem sicinorum Benedictus venit ad domum, 
et ilium iiiTenit in manibus ipsius Jacobi, et etc ipaum 
puerum circatnoisiitix monstniTit officiali archidiaconi, 
et caroua.toribus, ipsodie; qui prsesentes eimulj et hoe 
idem teatantur. Qui dicuut, quod riderunt prtedictum 
puerum circumciaunij et quod habuit membruin auum 
grosBum, et valde inflatum, et ita aturoatum, sicut prfe- 
dictum est. £t quod hoc nequittir fecit, et in felonie. 



L 
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et in despectu cnidfixi, et ChristiBnitatis, et in piaiii 
iIoDDmi regis; et quodipaenoD potuit habere eumw 
per forciain Christianoriim, offert di&ratioMTC snc 
fluria coiisideraverit. Et postquam circumcideral emii 
Tocavit eum Jurnepin. Et puervbus est corninjiati- 
ciariis^ et liquidum $St quod cirCuindsvis erflt- 

"Idemnppellatdeforcim, etcoDsilio, Leonem, filii'm 
Margeriae senioris, et filium JosceBodoii>etpIurejfil"' 
Judwos i qui omnea v^nenint prpetCT Dedone M''' 
BeDedictum Moses, el Isaac; et bi totum defeiiilii^-- 
sicut Jiidiei versus Christianum. 

"PosteHipiTecliettispwor, quituflcfuitseutis5Bniii>- 
mm, et nuuc est letaliaS aniiorum, requisitus quooiiKlfi 
circumcidcrunt eum? Jicit, quoJ cepcrunt enm, el 
adduxcrunt eum, usqiie f>d domum ipsiiu Jacobi. ^1 
unus illomm t^auit eiim, et cooperuit oculos suos ; el 
quidam alius ctrcumcidtt eum, quadnm ciiltdio, «tpO^ 
tea cepeiunt peci&io illatn qiiam acUiderant ile membi') 
suOj et poauieniint in quotlam Tacyna cum sabelone, « 
qiise siverunt pecinin iilaiii cum pniria auffloiis, quiius- 
que quidaiu Judicus qui Ti>cabatiir Jumepio invenit 
eum primo ; tunc vocaverunt eura JumepiD. 

" Et officialis archidiaconi venit coram juBtieJariis. 
cum magna sectn sacerdotum, qui omnes dixeniat 
in Tcrbo Dei, quod prsedictus pucr ita. circumciaw 
fuit sLcut prtedictum est, et per pnedictos Judsos-dt 
quod vide runt pncdictum pueruin reccnter circuni* 
cisum, habeutem mcnabrnm saxaa grossum, 4t va)dt 
inflaCum et saDgiiiuoleutuni. 

" Et coronatores de comitatu, et corouatorcs de ci^-i- 
tale Norwici, el 30 hoinlnes de villata Af Norwie-. 
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.ti Tcnerunt, ct trove (inveniunt^ «t fuit cirui.im- 
daii& &c. Et quod juxta ripam Norwic. il fuit trove 
(iuit iaveotua) ululans, et ploraas, per unam Maude 
dcBameham, et safile, et queila luy Amesniont nlour 
IQaisoDi; et que tout esteantles Jewes veigne. et diuit 
<qo«ilfuit Judseum saum, etvocaTeruutcuni Jurnepiii, 
\&e. Et quniido Judsci tiou potuenmt earn habere 

ipter Christianos, proKibuenrat eidem Matilda;, ne 

duet fi camem purcinam ad mcmilucandam ; quia 

dixerunt ipaum esait Judeeum. Itn quod per vim re- 

lenmt Christiani. et afastnlerunt pueniin praedictum, 

■ maDibus Jiidccffrum. 

"Et Maude cxmyne confesse mo tout &c- Et 
omnes Jud^i sunt iu prisons apud Norwicli, prseter 
los (|iu fueruut apud London, quando Lecc inquiaitio 
facta t'liit. Et omues jnratores requiaiti, qui interiHie- 
nmt ad circmnmsiouem illam ? Dicunt qaod omnea 
prKdicti Judoei faerunt ciinsentientea facto illo, piEetcr 
Mo95) filius Saloni. Htec autera omnia facta fuerunt 
in curia Domini Regis apud Norwic. Fratribus pree- 
dit^toribas, et fratribus miiioribus, ct pluribus aliis 
tarn cleficis, qiiam laicie, prresentibus. Et tout ceo fuit 
testify per Ric. de Tresinglicld coustable de Norwich, 
et autera. 

" Posted coram DomJiiO Rcge, et Dorauio Caqtuar- 
rt majori parte episcoporum, et baronum AngtUe, quia 
casus iste nunquam prius acctdit iu curia Domini 
Regis, et prretercR quia fpctum iUnd ptimo tangit 
Deam, et sanctniu ecclesiam, eoquod cireuiucisioet bap- 
tismus suut pertinentia ad fidf m ; et pitetcren quia noii 
eatibi talis fdoniaj ncc amisaiomembri, QcCTnab«inianri, 

p3 
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ore pUgik mortnlis, rcl a.Ua felon jataicsqineporatfafr 
tnini^m damiiBrCi sine mHndato sanrtie ecdesiw : cnA- 
dcratum est, quod istud in pritno traetetDT in sudi 
eooluifti et per ordinarium loci inqnir^or i« Toito 
"C!t Inaiidatur Domino HegiunamanatBuri, pctik 
rmad pucr viJentur coram justicJariis, si dmnBtna 
ftiit, Tcl non i et recipitur. Et tisus est pueT : el nwjft- 
brum (jus visum est pelle coopeitum, ante in capiK: 
^t ill (ati stiitu lihoratur patri suo, uC enm kabeit 
I'orani jndiciliuft eccl«siastici» i et ipsi Judvi rpnuuHit 
in imanh."—Phcit. 1 9, H. 3, rot, 21 . 



B. 



MatUK'w Paris In Hist. Aog\. says — " Similiter e* 
quidani njinstata Judieiia, factus ex Chmtiaan dis* 
coiiits; nui similiter est judicialiter punitusi qnem 
FWlcn statin) nrreptiun suspendi fecit." Braclon as- 
scita that the ftposute was burned to ashes. 



c. 



Ret Fitfromiti Northumberland aalutem. S<Mtu 
quod couccssinms, et charta nostra coTi^rmavmia, 
jirabM /(ointrtiAw-J ttostria, de villft Novi Cnstri supw 
Tyuaui, et iuvrei/ihui eoyum, tpiod haheaul hanc libn- 
tatem quod uullus Judceus de cactero tempore nostril 
vet liocredum noBtTomm mnneat, vcl rc&idtitttism 
ali<iuam faciat in eadem villa ; xictit plentut amiintlw 
in Cttaria Regis, ^c. 



APPENDIX ro LECTURE V. 



323 



D. 



Xandalum est Vicecomif. Noif, et Suff. quod ia 
civitaie Norwic. ct singulis bonis viflis citmitatuvm 
maram, clttmari faciant, quod nulla fwmina Chris- 
tiaaa, dn c<etera, serviat Judxos, ad alendos ptieroi.- 
( «iM, vel in aliquo alio officio. Teste Rege apud 
Weit. 20 i^v: Januar.—Claus, 19, H. 3, m. 14. 



E. 



Accepimus avlem quod JadeeiJacivntChriatiaaas, 

JiliorHin suorum nutrices ; et (tjuodnontaiitumdicert, 
*td etiam nefandum est eagilare), cvm in die remr- 
reetionts Dominica iilas recipere corpus et sangai- 
Kan Jesu Ch-risH continyit, per tridxtutn ante eos 
lactenif lac effundere faciunt in latrinam. 



I 



F. 



Mandatum eat Justkiariis ad custodtam Judseo- 
nim assiffnatis, quod de arreragiis tallagii JudEeomi^i 
de 10 mille marcis quis collegi prmcipit Bex, nutlos 
JudsOs quigtos f sjc permiUant, nisi tallagium ilbfd 
ad seaccarium Regis paeaverint, vel litems Regii 
de guietancia inde ha/iixermt, vel aliud rationabiU. 
vrarrantum prodticanl, quod tw dej'ure sufficere de- 
beat. 

Teste Rege spud Marhhurge 13 die Devemb. — 
VlsHU. 21, H. 3, parii 1, m. J 9- 
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G. 

Judffii AngliK debenl C /. at Jadaei, retousKim, 
latrones, et eamm receptaiores, per mguisttioneiifH- 
tarn f>er sacroTnentum legalium Christianonim vr\ 
JiidEeorum, vel alio mado, de praitlicta ntalicia m- 
victi, a Regno ejiciantur irredituri.. 



H. 

Rex Tic. Northttmpt. Salutem. PriEcipimas til)i> 
-quod sicut teipsum et omnia tua diligis, et sicuti^s 
(jiiod ad te iioii gravissime capinmiia, venire iada 
coram nobis apud Wigorn. die Dominica prioa 
ante ciaercs, sexde Jitioribus, et potentioribus Judnts 
aostris Northampt. et dc singulis villis comitat. tiii, 
in quibus Judsei manent, vel ilua^ Jadaeos, s^cuiiduiii 
numenim eorum. Ad tractaudum nobtscum, tooi >i( 
nostra ^uam sua. utiiitate. Sciturus quod nisi iltac >d 
terminiun prKfatum vGueriut, ita manum nostniK 
tarn erga corpus, quam catalla taa aggmvabimos, 
quod Va perpettto te scnties non mediocriter prsip"- 
vari. 

Teste Bege apud Marleberg. 24 die Januai.— 
Claus, 25. H. 3, ilors. 19. 

I. 

TLe following h a list of the Jewsh representatives 
who went up to Worcester to attend that memorable 
parliament. Fiom the foregoing writ, it is evident 
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tWt that parliament was appomted to be helil an a 
rSunday : Dr. Tov^ey, therefore, Teagooably iCOnjec- 
^res that the Jews may bave anticipated that the 

aj was about to renounce Christianity and embrace 
■Indaism himself. 
iMmdon. — Benedictus Crespin, Jacobus Craspin, 

Aaiou itl. Abraham, Aaron Blund, Elias le Eveake, 

Leo Blund. 
EhoT. — Aaron fil. Jocei, Leo le Eveske, Joseus ne- 

poa Aaron, Joseus As Kent, Ursel fil. Sampson, 

Benedictus nepos Aaron. 
Line. — Leo fil. Solomon, Abrahiim fil. Solomon, Judas 

cle Franceys, Jocens de Burge, Abraham de Soli- 

toster, Dueleusce ftl. Elie. 
ikntuar. — ^Salom. fil, Joce, Magist. Aaron. Benomy 

■ Copnius, fil. Mulkane, M«sae itl. Ssjnpagn, Abraham 
SI. Lfoaia. 

Winton. — Elias fil. Chere, Deidegrand Lumbard Se- 

^nex, Manasscr fii. XJrsdl, Ayaye de WalUngford, 
Rendone fil. FracU. 
Stamford. — Jacob ffener. Eman, Jacob fil. Elye, 
Meyer fil. David, Samuel fil. Cok, Dusefaul fil. Cok, 
AATOnffene>\ Pictaum, 
yorham Elias de Pontreiacto, Isaac Pickether, 

■ Sampson fil. Deulcsara, Sampa. fil. Samps., Deud 
• fil. Vines, Pech fil. de Sam de Ivolceater. 

Btdeford. — Mauser fil. Benedicti, Abraham fil. Bene- 

kdicti, Ursel fil. laaac Bovenfant. 
flantebrig. — Isaac til. Samuel, Jacob fil. Deusestra, 
Aaron fil. Isaac Blund, Josce deTVilton, Dyaye fil. 
Magistri Levi fil, Solomou. 



r 
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AinfM). — Henne Juminus fil. Jacobi, Denlcrese fil. 

Dyaya de Manecroft, Dure de Resing. 
Warewick. — Benedictus de K»uc £Uas fil. Abrabisii 

Beucdictus de Evesliam, Lion fil. Deiile BeneU'j 

Dungeun de Warwiclt, Pettemo fil. Moasi. 
Wigorn. — Hake Isaac seluor^ HalceMo3se fil. Denl* 

Heucye, Abraham fil- Abrahanij laoac getter So- 

mucl, Abraham fil. Jnde. 
Brutal. — Liimbard Bonefi de Bristol, Salom de hel- 

i^ester, Isaac fil. Jacob, Mite le Eveske, Isaac dp 

Bath. 
Coleceater, — Aaron de Colecestcr, Arcel de ColeW- 

ter, Isaac fil. Benedioti, Jacob fil. Vinis. 
Nottingham. — David Lumbard, Deudone fiJ. Deolc 

Cresae Sampson Leret Benedictus Pinkennye. 
£xon, — Jaco'b de£xon, Benefuid fil. Jude, Joce Si- 

Abmham Doule, Cress e le Eveake. 
Dorset. ^Solomon de Dorcester, Benedictna £I> ^> 

Tian. 
ff^ilts. — -Solomon fil. Josse, Isaac de Heriebj Salon 

de Merleberg, Abraham de Battecoke, Isaac &■ 

Josae. 
Oxon.—BoMiA de Line, Boiinmifil. Copin, Copinfll- 

Bonefei, Mosse fil. Djoye, Vinis fil. Copin, Samuel 

fil, le Franceys. 
Glauc. — Bonefanni fli. Elje^ Garsie ffe»er BeBe, 

Isaac fil. Mosse de Paris, Eliasfil. Bonefant, Vines 

fil. Boneafaund, Eliss fil. Isaac. 

The aboYe persons were a!so compelled to becoint 
the tax-masters of theit brethren. 
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Kex tlraello fil. Ham. Leoni hi. Hnm. MoMe til. 
Ham. Jacobo fil. Jacoli, Manasser Leveske, Jacobo 
ie Moster Juc^stis Hereford, salutcm. Sciatis quod 
coMtitnimua tos balliTOs uftstros una cum vie. noatro 
Hereford cui idem mandavimiis, ad distringend. 
°aiaea Judseos de ballira vestra ad solFeud, nobis 
>^£lls»Tiiii) Qostrain dg part$ i^ufe pos et illos contin- 
^t de hoc ultimo tallagio nostro, viginti miUiti mar- 
■^wurn. Et ideo vobis firmiter prBecipimns, quod 
Sient corpora Tcstra, uxonim et puerorum vcstrorum, 
Fl omnia catatla tua diligitis, talem districtionem 
faciatis, &c. 

Tejte Rege, apud Westoi. 19 Mali.— Ciwus. 25, 

H. dors. 20. 

The author of An//lia Judaica justly observesi, 

I " Such inliumanitj in a Christian counti^' ought to 

have voucher. Take it, therefore, as it atands upon 

the Claui. Holl. 25. H. 3. m. 9. 

' " Rex W. de Harershall SBluteifl. Scire facias oni- 

' Ribns Vic. qui JudEcos habent in balliva sua» quod 

[Cmnea JudKOs tie balliva sua qai mBnuocpermit aol- 

li-ere nobis tallagimn suutn, uua cum uxaribua et in- 

' fantibus «uis, habeant Loudini a die Sancti Mic. ad 

;unum mensein : leapondendum nobis d« arreragiis 

tallagii sui &c. Sciturus, qu&d, si in aliquo deiec- 

firia, tam graviter contra vos manum nostram aggra- 

rvBbimus, quod piena vestra erit omnibus in terro- 

'lem." 
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The following are the original words of the Ifr 
shop's will : " Ad terras emeoiSB, ^d op«s cONvsa- 
SORUV, Load, ad sustentationena eoruDdem." 



Rex Vicecomiti Norff. salatem. Licet de coiiaiM- 
tudinc longer^ dicEitiir obtentum in regno nostTO, 
quod noa in domibus et aliis qiias acq|iiiaiverint JmUsi 
in regno Dostro succedere debcamiis ijisia Judwi) i 
BUTes tamen aostraa precibua Edmuudi Kalie dr 
Norwic. CapcUani misericorditer incUnnntea, eon- 
primus eidem Eduiuado, de gratia nostra, quod Hon 
obstante caasuetudine prsedicta, habeat messungium 
illud io Norwic : de quo uuper sci^nam fieri tewaa^ 
Megistro Benedicto, et quod Seigiimet Judeeus lit li- 
gatus tenuit de prsedicto Edmundo in eadem nlli 
dc Nofwic, Et ideo tibi pnecipioiusi quod dtlfw 
Edmundo de priedicto messuagio, sine dilatione pi'' 
iinm seiaiuam habere facias. 

T. Rf apad Clarendon 1 3 die Decembris. . 



M. 



Rex omnibua^ &c. Cum Elyaa episcopus Judicui 
noster London, fvo transgressioae qusoi fecit, tam 
nobis, quam dilecto fratri nostro Rcgi Almanoomni a 



AI'l'ENBl.t TO LECTURE V. 



329 



[^erdoti'O couiiuiunitatU JudteorEim Augliee coram cii< 

Mis ct fidelibua noatris Philippo Bassetj, Fhillipo 

vc\, Henrico de Bathonia, Simon Passelew, et ciete- 

juftticlariis ad custodiam Judceorum Kssigaatis, 

BQS ad transgressioQctn illam conviaceuiliim justicia- 

. nastros asdgnaTimns, per judicmm corimdem ad 

srium nostrum fuerit adjudicatits, et de ejuadent 

enlotii officio, et etiaiu de onmimodis oliis offictis, 

Ballivis, quas a uobis prius obtinuJt sit depositus j 

de consilio eomndem justiciariorum, CDDCcssimiia 

liirtffi communitati Juij^orimi uostronun AngliEe, 

br finem trium marcartLiit auri, quern Ciesse et Ha.- 

ans fratres ejusdeut Jude^i, nobia pro eadem cam- 

punitate fec&rant, quod pr^dictus Elyas .aacerdotium 

ad DUnquam iu postenim habeat, et recuperet: et 

lad nullus de commnnitate llLa de caetero sit sacer- 

99, nisi per commuuem electionem commmutatis 

aadem. Quodque ille commuiiitas post deeessam 

tjualiliet sacerdotis sic electi, alium eligendi qaeoi- 

iqde TOluerint sac&rdotetn Uberam habeat fnculttl- 

KC ipsum nobis prsesfiutandi, ut aoatrum super 

asaensum obtineat et (avorem. In cujua, &c. 

Teste ILejje jipud Wfldestoke 20 die Julii.— i?of, 

fat. 41, H. 3, m. 4, m. 6. 



N, 



"This Tcry year (1252) there came out of the Holy 
Land a mandate from tbe king of France, that all the 
Jews should be egpelle J out of the realm of France, 
ad condemned to perpetuaj exilei witli this clause of 
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moderation added tlieretp: — But he who daitsW 
rema-in, let him be no sitificer or bandicraftsmi'i 
and apply himselftomechBiiicalartificea. Ffliit^* 
scomfially objected to the said king by the SaraceMi 
that we did little love or reference oiirLordJeso* 
Christ, who tolerated the marderera of him toli" 
amongst ua." — Piynne. 

0. 

Bishop Percy, in his relics of " Antieat English 
Poetry," gives us the following ballad, in whici he 
supposes that its composer " lind bd eye to the fcoown 
story of Hugh of Lincoln, a child said to hare btfli 
murthered by the Jews in the reign of Henry IBi 
The Gonelusion of this ballad appears to be wantingi 
what it probably contained may he seen in Chan'^f- 

THE JEWS' DAUGHTER. 

The rain rina doun through Mirry-land tooae, 

Sae dois it doune the Pa : 
Sae dois the lads of Mirry-land toune, 

Quhnn they play at the ha' . 

Than out and cam the Jewis dochter. 

Said, will ye cum in and dine ? 
" I winnae cum in, I cannae cum in. 

Without my play-ferea nine." 

Scho powd an apple reid and white 
To intice the zong tiling in : 
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Scho powd an apple white and reidf 
And that the sweit baime did win. 

And scbo has toine out a little pen-knife, 

And low down by her gair, 
Scho hsa twin'd the zotig thing and hia life ; 

A vford h& nevir sp&k luair. 

And out and am the thick thick bluid. 

And out and cam the thin ; 
And out and cam tlie bonny h«Tts hluid : 

Thflir was nae Kfe left in. 



I- Scho laid him ou a dressing bvrd«, 
I And drest him like a swine, 

I And laughiDg said, gae uon and pley 
\ With zour sweit play-fer^s iiiu«, 

Scbo rowd him in a cake of lead, 
B&d« him lie stii and sleip. 
^ Scho cast him in a deip draw-welt, 
P Was fifly fadom deip. 

Quhan bella wer rung, and mass was sung, 

And eTeiy lady went hame : 
Than ilka lady had her zong aanne. 

But Lady Helen had nane. 

Scho rowd hir mantil hir about, 

And $Air sair gun she weip ; 
And she ran into the Jewis castel 

Q.uhan thoy wer all asleip. 
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My bonny Sir Hew, my pretty Sir H™, 

I pray thee to me speik. 
" O lady, mm to the deip d«w-«dJ, 

Gin ze tour sonne w&d seik-" 

Lady Helen nkD to the deip draw-well, 

And knelt upoa lier kiie : 
My bonny Sir Hew, an ze be h.ere, 

I pray tHee speik to lae. 

" The lead ia wondrons heaTy, milber, 

The well is wondpoua deipj 
A keen pen-koife sticks in my hert, 

A word I doanoe speik. 

" Gae hame, gae hame, my mither deir, 

Fetch me my windling sheet. 
And ftt the back o' Mir ry-laiid toune_j 

Its thair we twa Ball meet." 

Ch&Hcer, in the last stanza of his Priareat's Ttl 
lias tlie follawing three lines, which are prolulily ^ 
conclusion of the abose : — 

" Oh, yonng Hew of Lincoln slain also 

With cursed Jews, as it is notable. 
For it n'ia but ahttU while ago." 



P. 

Omnibus ad qnos pnesens scriptnm peireac 
Jacobus filius Magistri Mosey, Judd Loodou: 
Henna [Anna] uxor ejus salutem. Sciatia nm 
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instontiam discreti viri Domini Walteri de Merton, 
illuBtris Domini H. Regis quondam Cancel! oiii, etpro 
trig^U marcis quas nobis dedit pix manibus, dedisse, 
conge&sisae, et liac cflrta nostra confirmasse, acbolari- 
(ms, et fratribus domus scholarium de Merton, quBni 
idem DomLnus "Walterus fundatit, apud Meaudon 
[Jlaldoa] in comitHtu Siur. ad perpetuam] suatenta- 
tioncra scholarium in scholis degentium, domoa hob- 
trns, cam pertinentiis, in parochia S. Johannis Bap- 
tists, Oxon. infra murosi qute quDndam fuerunt Jo- 
haiiiiis Halpgood, inter terrain Prions S. Frecheswidfi, 
|iue quondam fuit Alwredi Hereprnd, versus occiden- 
et terram qaec iiut Koge-ri Orl-ewyne, Teraas 
orientem. Habandas, et tenendaseisdem scholaribus 
Sttratribus dicta; domus, cum omnibusad domos pr»- 
<3ictas apectantibus, in pcrpetuum. Bieddeudo inde 
capitatibns Domino feodi quatuor denarios, per an- 
Qnm, pro omui servitia, consuetudine, ct denianda. 
Et nos, et hseredes nostri, wftranticabimus, acquieta- 
tiimus, et defendemus, prsedictis scholaribu$, et fra- 
tribiis. domos praedictas, cum omnibus pertinentiis 
auisp contra omu'es homines, taci Cfaristianos qunm 
Judffios, perprBedictum servitium quatuoi'dtnaiiorutn 
Iter annum in perpetuum, Et sciendum quod deml- 
(imas no9 in plena curia villae Oxon. ai apua. sclia]a- 
'iura, et fratmm prcedietorum, de praedictis domibug, 
rt omni potestate, et jure, quod uobis ullo tempore 
wmpeterc potuit dictas domoa babendi, vel petendi, 
int eas cuiquam dandi, \e\ concedeDdi. Its quod si 
los, vel bieredes nostri, contra prBedictamdonationem 
loatram, dictis scholaribus et fratribus fectam, aliqtio 
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I ompore rentrc [iTfesiimantus, per quod ip&i danipnum. 
rtl impedimeiituiD, suatiauerint, nos eis pecimitia 
»u|>ra<)kc&ui duptic&lain, una cum d&tnpiti^ pf»die- 
tiB, refumienius ; et mlulomiQus salvum eril eisjus 
siium tlictas domos retinendi, seu petcndJ, si apM 
fiierit. Et proedictj 9cholar*a, et fratres, ad oostran 
iiisUintiB.in coiicesseruiit, (juoil Donimi Autoaiiu Bekei 
et Thomas froter ejus, diclas domos tenere possinti 
et inliabitfiT?, usque a festo S. Mic^haelig, proniiM 
ttituro, in Ires anuos completos, pro cgdIuhi solidiii 
quo9 cuatodi ach>okriuni, et Iratrum prEedictoiiun, 
sftlTimus in curia, pwedicta, pro prredictis Domiois 
Aiitnnio et Thoma, nomine Loca|fii domorum pnedio 
taruni, Et ad perpctuam rei hujus memoriani cl 
seciirttatem pneaeoti scripto sigilla nostra tcnmtu 
apponi. Hiis testibua Domino Adam Fetteplni'e, tunc 
Majore Oson. JoSiimoe de CoIesbuUe, Philippa if 
Hou, Wftllero Aiiiil'abro, Adam subtug Miirum, Guf- 
t'ridu Auril'abro, &adu9pbo Aurifabio, AlcxmiJn) 
Knyhti Jacobo le Especer, Willelmo le Eapewr. 
Hugoue de Burgn, Christianis ; Mqumsero de Go 
seyse. Mosey Parnat, Jacobo de Exonia, Lombiirrfii 
de luikelade, Judceis, ct aliis. Dat. in curia Osoa- 
die Imiffi, prosima post festuro S. Matthiic ApottoL', 
anno Regni Regis Hcnrici, filii ILegiis Johauois, ^io- 
quagesimo primo." 

Dr. Tovey copied the above from a deed esi»tiii| 
iu the college treasury. The doctor was ccruiulf 
more gifted in eapying Latin or French than in wpv- 
ing Hebrew. There is a Hebrew postscript V? ibr 
above deed — as was generally the case in those a]i»' 
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Bes, when a deed was drawn up between a Cliris- 
i and a Jew — but aai antiquary copied it so bacUy, 

it it was reuderecl dMculI to make any sense of 
: writing. Dr. Joat, liowevf r, very likely restored 
its proper reading, which, is t!ie following : — 

iati Vatp m\a uhnji'ji n«jD si p apr •<:» 

nn [mmi or] mim pna •"laj^D^i^iy'ia nbpn') 
(jrm aai oipi t^u; nm'o; 'iin\« 113111 niapa 
'finiTTip TTin ! D'p> T^w n'Ti'u; *nmn ^nww 
ai t^ apr' nm tiwh iiarai ^iispa 'nnnm 

jlia Judaiea, p. 182. Geachichtt der Israeliten, 
Tii. p, 407. 
^There are two seals attached to that charter, bear- 
an impreasion of some unknown four-footed beast. 



Mandatum eat Coastab. Oson: quodoinnes Judseos 

DUOS eepit et captos tenet iu Castro Oxon : occasioae 
jnusdatn parvi Conversi et Baptizati, qui dicebatnr 

ripaos Judeeos raptua essej et qui jam inrcntua eat 
^ud Oxou, sine dilatlone deliberet. 
[Test. R. apud "West. 4 die Norem. — Claits. 21, H. 

pars 1, m. 22. 



R. 

Prreceptum fioit Constsbukria caatri Oxonue et 
fjigrapho Christiano et Judeo Archae Cyrograph : 
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(jasdem ; quod per sacramentnin 12 Jinteomm 
([uirant, i}us bona et cstalls Jacobva Biuem dt i 
Judeos Ojw- interfectDS, bftbnit die quo intnfcffi 
fuit. Eodemmodopneceptum est Bal]ivisOsoB:i|iii 
ppr Bacramentnm I* Christiaaoruin tnquinat ^ 
caUUl dif^tiu Jitfclus habuit die quo towr6d 



S. 



lUs MKJori et Viceconiitibus LoodfMi. 
Cum, diTina coopersBte gratia, pax id 
ordinata sit, firmata, et iibique per re^um jtt 
nutft; ac de conulio baroDUio nostrorum 
ait, ut ex parte nostra, «t ipsorum, publice si| 
tum, ne quis anb pteua. eichEeredatioiiis, et 
litw et meaibrorum auper aliqutin currat. aec 
micidio, nee incendia, deprcdatioa^s. aec robe 
sell alia bujiismodi faciat eaormia, nee euiquun <j 
unm inferat contra pBcem nostmm. Cujxqae 
d«(is fiustt-as Lonxloa. pro timore turbalionis o 
liabitee, adhuc exhtentes apud tunim Dostram ] 
don. in Dostram protectionein, ac defeDsionem ^ 
pimiis specialem, una cum t'&miliis, rebus, et oiibI 
posse ssii> nib UB eorundeui ; nc ipsU Judfeis cone 
nius, quod nd dooios suas infra dntatem praeiJicl 
bere redirc, ct eas securi, et ntisque aliquo ud| 
mento inhabitare possint, sieut prius ante turbado 
pTKilict. fieri consucverunt. Vobis de consiJio 
rouum predict. Mandaoius, fimiitcr iojuDgt 
quateiius per totam civitatem pnedict. ex parte 
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ra, et baronum ipsDrtim, pabUce proclarnari, at Sf- 
oiter inhiberi faclatis, nequis sub periciilo -vitx, et 
ncmtraruni, pnedictis Jiidceis, et famUiis suis, iti 
[>ersonis vel rebus eonim, dHmnum, molestiam, vel 
gravamen, inferre prsesumat. Voa autem eos de 
psetero, tam infra clvitat. priedict. quam extra, ijiian.- 
tum ID vobis est, manuteneatis, protegatis, et defoada' 
tis, pra quo tos spccifiliter rccommeDdare debe&mus. 
Teste R«ge, apui St. Faulum, Lnnd. 1 1 die Junii. 
— Pii/. 48, H. 3., m. U. 



i 



T. 



Bex omnlbua, &c., salatem. Inspesimus csrtam 
<)ll&in Edmundiia filius mjster fecit Aaron filio Vyn&g in 
hsec verba. Omnibus prteseatem cartam visuris vel au- 
dituiis Edmundua illostris regis Ajiglise filius salutem^ 
Cum domimis rex pater iioster dederit et qpnce&aerit 
nobis Aaron filiura Vynes Judaeum, cum omnibus bo- 
nisi debitis, et catallis suis, liberum et quietunii de 
vmiiibiis tftllflgiis, auxiliis, prceslitis, et dcmaudis qui- 
buseunque ; ita quod eum, eum omnibus bonis, et ca- 
tallis aui3 ImbeaTDus, et teneainus, cum omnibus libcr- 
tatibus, legibus, et coasuetudinibus JudaismiAuglite, 
pToat haJuaiDodi coucessio, in pre^dicCis patris uo&tri 
carts, super hoc confecta, plcnius -continetur. Noa 
ddem Aaron Judreo speeialem gratiam facere volentes, 
ipsum, cum omnibus bonis, dtbitis ft catallis suis, 
tenore proeaentium, doaavimu^ Ubertati; concedentea 
eidem, quad ipsp, toto tempore vita; suse, lib^T ait de 
nobis, ab Diuuibiis tallugiis, auxiiiis, prtcstitis et de- 
mandis. Reddendo nobis, quamiliu vixerit, quolifact 

Q 
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anno, ad festum Pentecost, unutn pu c&lcvutm 
(lemiMtoruni, pro omnibus pxactioaibus «t demand 
In cujus rei UstinioDiiiin stgiilum nostrum fetln": 
ftppoDL.^Dat. Winton. 1 1 din August!) auu. reg^ pi- 
tri» boiln pnediet. 54, Nos autem jirsBdictam dfliw 
tioucm, et concessionem. pro nobis et hwredilms ii«- 
tris, tjiuinturi in noliia eat, coacedimus et confirn'* 
mus, Sic.—fat. 54, H- 3, ni. I. 

The following was also added, to furnish him wiA 
ftafe cooduct throughout: Englandi aail to |i7ehbn 
liljerty to take up his abode iu any place he c^l05^. 

" lUs omntbus &e., sslutem. Sciatis qiioil, m! id- 
stantiam Edmundi (ilii nostri carissimi, oonccnlimii* 
Aaroni, filio Vynes, Jadso, quod in quocunque but^ 
regni oostri votuerit, nbi alii Judeei habitant, raonn 
pua&it pro voluutate sua i sine contradictiQue uoiln. 
vel ballivorura nostrorum quommcunque. Dum lamen 
tanqiuara boau& et fidelis Juctaeus se g^erat et habeai. 
in eodeni. 

In cujus, SiC, T. B., apud Windsor, 30 die (te- 
iob."— Pat. 65. H. 3. m. 29. 

U. 

The original act was copied by the author of tbf 
"Anglifl Judaiea" from a Fery nncieut MS. in the 
Bodleian Library, which is the following ;— 

" Henricus, Dei Gratia, Rex AngUje, &c. Dilectii 
et fidelibus Major et Vicecomitibus sais Loiwloii 
et omnibus ballivis et fidelibus sujs, ad quos, Ac 
salutetn. Sciatis, quod, ad houarem Dei, et Uai' 
vprsalis EceleaiBe, ac emendationem, et utUiUtem, 
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terrse Qostrffi, et releTHtionem Chriatianorum, de 
dAmiiLS et gray amiiii bus, cjute sustiBuerunt, occasione 
liberorum tenemeutorum, quss JuJaei regui nosl.ri 
clamabant, habere in t^rris, tenementia, feodis, 
Feddkibus, et aliis tenuris : et ne nobis, sWe aaa- 
munitati rcgni nostri, vel ipso regno, possit de 
WEtero (iriejudiciuni geuerari : Providimwi, de con- 
gilia pralatorum, magnatum, eC procerum, iiui sunt 
de consitio nostra, uc «tiam ordinaviraus, et slatuimus, 
pro nobis, et lueredibus nostris quod nullus Judteus 
liberum teuementum babeat in manerLis, terris, 
tencmentis, feodis, reddttibus, vel tenuris, quJbus- 
cunque, per cartani, donum, feofftmenium, coufir- 
matiunem sen quamcunque altank obligntioDem, v«l 
qiiocuiique dUo modo. 

" Ita taiuen quod dotnoa suas, quas ipsimet ioha- 
bitant in dvitatibus, burgia, aeu aliis villis, inhabi- 
tent, de ceetero, et cas habeaiit, sicut habere coa- 
au^everiiit, temporibus, retroactis. Et etiam ffHfls 
damos, quas locandas habent, licite locare possunt, 
JudKis tautuni, ei non Cbristianis. 

'' Ita tameii quod non Itceat Judeeis nogtHs Lfriidoo. 
plares domos quam nunc habeant ■emere, sive quo- 
cunque olio modu perquirere, in ci\-itate nostra 
London : per quod ecclesiie parochiales ^jusdetn 
civitatis, Tcl rectores earundem, jacturam incuTrant. 
Poterunt tantea cidem Judtci Losdan, domoa et 
sdificia sua, antiqua, prius diruta et destructa, repa- 
rare, et ia statutum pristinum redigere, ad voliin- 
tfitem siLam, 

" I*r€«iditmu ^\A&Ta, H statuimug de eodem caa- 
silw nottroy quod de doinibus suis prsJictia^ ioha- 

q2 
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Intnndis, vd locandis, ut preedictum est, nullusJli- 
dwiiaimplacitet, vol placitare possk, per brenaoi 
originalia Je caiiceElaria, sed tantuni cotam J 
(-i»rii5 ttoa-tria, iLd costotlintii JuJiconim assigi 
pdi hreTin Judaismi cotisueta hactenus usitsls. 

"Be terrisnukm et tenuria de qulbus Judnl, otft 
l/r^ftau »fiitiifiim, ftofati fqeruiit, et quia nuac 
lenent, voliimtis quod bujiismodi infeodatiouw, a 
doua, penitus aclnullentar : et terrae et tcDmrati 
ills, Chmtionis, c[iu sibi ea. dimiseriat, remaniwt. 
lU Cameii quod Christi&ai illi satisfaciH.nl ipsiiJu- 
deeia, dcpecuuin, seucat«llo, CDiitciUo in cartis.etclit- 
rngrnpliis suis, sino itsura, quod Judrei pro Inijusnwfi 
ilimo, vel feoilatioDp, dederint Christian is. Bit 
letinm adjecta coadit{oae, ut si Chriatiani illi, iDCQD- 
tinenter, indc aatisCacere non possinl, liceat Juileu 
lirscdictis tenemcota ilia alils Christiams dimilteni 
donee inde, per ration abilcm extentam, secuodsni 
Terum valorem eomadem, catalla sua, ^ine vsm, 
levari possiat. SaJvo tsmcD Christianis iUis h«" 
bergagio suo. Ita quod Judteits pccuniam, vdea* 
tallum auum, per HQanus Chriatianonim, t( nonJti' 
dseoram, inde reclpiat, ut priedictmn est. 

"£t si CDutiagat Judicum aliquod fcofamentaiDi i 
modoj reeipere fi quovis Ghrisliano, de altquo ffoAn, 
Tel tcneinentn, cautra prtesens sialutitm, Judaoi 
ipse dictum tencmeDtum, vel feodum, penicna aiail 
tat ; et Iji maniim nostFam capiatur, et aalto ens' 
todiatur; et Cbristiani illi, rel eonim haeredn 
terram illatu, vel teqementum ilLud, de manuoostn 
rrliabeant. 

"Ita tani^n quod totam pecnniam, quam ab ipiia 
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Jadeeis pro hujusmodi feofamento re^repercnt, nobis 
time solvimt. Vel si eorum facultates ad hoc uon 
auf&ciaTit, tunc Terum Taloreni teuemeDtoruiti, seti 
feadorum illorum, nobis, et heeredibua nostris, an- 
niLBtim reddaiit, ad Scaccariitm nostrum, per veram 
et ratiooabilem «xteutaui eurundeni, donee de hu- 
JQsmadi pecunia, seu cstallo, nobis plene Aierit 
satis Ibc turn. 

" De nutricibua autem pBrvulorum, pistoribus, et 
hntsiatoribiis, et cocis Juilteorum, (juia Jwdtei, et 
thristiani, in cultu fidd dispares sunt, providimust 
et sLatuimus, qviod duUlls Chriatiaiiia, vel CliriatianB, 
eis ministrari prcsumat in miaJsteriis predictis 
£t c[Li!a JudEEi qiiosdam redditus, de teiris, et tcnc- 
mentis, Chriatiauormn, taimuam pcrpetuos diidum 
tecipere Bolent, per maiiiis Christianorutn qui ctiani 
feoda dicebantur ; volutnus, et stataimus. quod sta- 
tutum tunc inde per nos factum, firmitatis rgbor 
obtineat ; nee ei per prseseos statutiim in nliquo 
dprogetiir. Et idea vobis pT(ecij)hiim firmiter in- 
jangentes quod provisioaem, ordinntionem , et sta- 
tum praedictuin, puWice, per totam ballivam vestram, 
elaniari, et firmiter teneri, et obseirari, faciatis. 

"In cuius rei TestimOmutLi has littei'aa nostras 
fieri fecimus patentes. Teste meipsoapud Westiti. 24 
JiiJii, anno Regni nostri 54. 



V. 



The kiag, ia lieu of the poBsessions which he robbed 
tie Jewish coarerta of, gave tbem the fD-llowing 
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twigging Iptter, in wliich he calls npon liis Cbnttin 
nh^eots to BQp^wTt them \ty corrode : — 

*<ReK Priori et Coavmtm Saaotse Sf uin de.WiUiaig- 
faam wlatMu. Cum jter gnemtm naatram gnfm m^ 
« M fMi r i J wH i «• Wasconifl, et aha ardua negat'ta, «ff> 
hiM wutrvm, et r^pi nostri, tsngeotia, de statQwra- 
TenonuD sdhuc plene flrdionre ddh possnmiis ; Jem- 
tioneiQ Tcstram roguiius nttecte, quatenus 
pnesMttiain, adhuc per bieuniain, in victiuli 
■liis necnsariia eifaibere velitu : tta. tsmen, qncxl n 
bberttioiae 9iifl dioiUB ooluerit esse conteotas, tnnf, 
in eptione vntn sit ooDferendi ei tres oboios per diest 
tkutnm, ad sustentattoneni suam: nullaia super bK 
petitioue no&trt t>t^tf wleiites escaaationem, pro qa 
po* ^ebfomtia alia* inde BotUntare. Quia volqlini 
inodjs omnibns prwes nostras, in hac parte, a toI» 
exBudiri. Quibus exaadEtis, in negottis restris fn- 
tiam 9t favDrem a nobis obtiaebitis, enm ap«aa)i gn- 
Linnun actJone ; rejcribcntes nobis per nnnui de res' 
tris, ^ualiteT fa&a preces R'ostras duxeritis exaudire, 

" T. R. apud MenoQ, 20 d» Janu»." — Hot. Fvn 
39. H. 3. m. 13. dora. 

The above letter in some degree had the ilniniJ 
effect ; but in a great many instances the poot 
ish Christiana were left to feed on their papen 
l^Bg, therefore, found it necessarj to furnish 
with th« following second letter : — 

" Rex Abbati, et Coarentui, de Abendon, salatwu- 
Cnm preces nostras nvper vobis directas pro Ricanlo, 
converse, et Majtba uiore ejus, per biofmiuQi ic ne- 
cessariJs exhibendia, (nobis exiatentibus in .\ugltl). 
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inmime curavistia exaudire, unde pluriinum miramur, 
et moTemur ; prffiaumeates ex hoc, indubitaiiter, quod 
&i ab&KQtes e^semuB, et in partibus traaamannis es- 
dera preces nostnc iinrum, vet nullum, penes vos ob- 
tin^reot efTcctuDi] oiaxime com iu pittseatiR nostra 
iWas ediaitteve recusav^ritj^ ; ^oleotes autem adbuc 
experiri si erga devotiooem restrain in hac parte es- 
audici, vel tepulsam pati debtannis pro iisdem c(ni- 
Kersis; itemto vo^ duximus Bolltcitaados. Itogant«s 
qoBteous justa tenorem prionim littereriim nostrar 
rum, vebis iade directa/un, in aecessBjii& exhibere 
veiitia ; ^liter, in hac parte, preces nostras eSectui 
mancipaates, quod dilatio pnecedens per effectum 
aubsciqueiit«iD penitus espietur : et quod a siumniD 
remtmerator^ dign^m inde remuneratlonem, et a nobis 
gratia a mereaiuint. 

"T. R. apijdWest. 6, die Feb."— Jiol- Fi/t. 39, 
I. &, m. 12, dors. 



W. 



Rex dilectis sibi Majori London, et Magistro Ja- 
hanni de Sancto Dionisio clerico suo, custodi doinus 
Conversomm London. Salutem. Ex parte pauperum 
conversorura noatrorum London, nobia, et consilio 
nostro, est ostensum, quod cum iiiliil habeant mnie 
austeOtari poasint, nee sit qui cis in aliquo subveniat, 
oatiatim mendicare coguntur, et iquaai fame moriuntur ; 
et cum certo-3 redditus ad austentationem ipsorura in 
civitate Lond&n. et alibi assignari fecerimus, ipse ex 
hiis nihil percipiunt ; seil qutdam alii conversi diviteS) 
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iiUos redditus et possessiones babentes, qui etiftiu uoii 
moraotur, nee conversant ur in donto nostra prse 
redditus ipsos, pro m&gna part^ perciplu^t, tt lA 
saos, pro TotuDtate sua convertunt, quod ulteriustw^ 
tmere nolumus, uec debemus ; masime cum pra.-dicto3 
redditus, dictie domui^ noo pro divitibus, sed paiqwri* 
bus et egenis, et es causa necessitatis, fecerimusBsu^ 
nari. Volentes igitur prsemisaa in melius reformari; 
vobis mandomus, firmiteT injungentes, quod pet u- 
crameatum prohornm et legtUium hominucn Je ciri- 
tate et suburbio London diligent? r inquimtia, qiu aoat 
redditus, it bona prcedicta? et quaQtum valeftst fit 
annual 7 et qiuia vel qui ea percipiunt ? ct a quibus, el 
quoliter, hactcnus distribntB, et dispensata fuenmt? 
ct qua super pitemlssts corrigetida, et refonuAiidi 
viderltis, sine diktioae corrigatis. Proviso quod boni 
et redditus domus prEedictae, prie£'atis couversis, qui 
magis indigent, justa merilA necessitatis de c«W" 
assigneutur. De aliis etiam qute ad servitimn, et de- 
Litiira statiim capellce nostrse ibidem, ac domus prte- 
dictoe in melius refoTmanduoi ]>ertiiiere noscuntur, 
proTideatis in omnibus, prout uielius, et lionestius, 
Tideritia expedire. Volnmus etiam quod aicut pne- 
dicti redditus, dictce domui, ad suatentstioneni com- 
moratitiuni in eadem specialiter assignati sunt ; ila 
etiam ad domum deferantur, et distribuantui Ibidem, 
sicut prwdictujw est. Et ai quos vobis, aut ordinii- 
lioni veatrte reaistentes aut contradicentes, iuTene- 
ritis, eos per aei^uestrationes [lortionnm suarum, et 
nliittir, prout opus esse videritis* compescatis. 

" T. R. apnd West. 26 die F^b."— Pat, 5fi, E. 3) 
pars ^^m. 19. 
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X. 

The following particulars, as registered by Prjnne, 
eyidently show that ttere were many wealthy porsons 
who, in spite of losing all, embraced Christianity : — 

"This yearj a Jew's wife proving a -coiivert 
Christian, her husband was attached for her goods. 
by the king, as belonging to him upon her cqhyst- 
non; who thereupon pnid n fin« to have this new 
case judicially determined in the Jewa' Exchequer, aa 
this record attests." 

"CwTti Abraham Batehol Judeus attachifttus esset 
ad respondend. regi de <;atallia Amtciee JudcBCt quee 
fiiit uxor sua, «niffi quidem catalla post eonversionem 
SKam ad regem pertinebant, ut dicitur. Idem Judeus 
finem fecit cum rege pro dimid. marc. a,ari qunm regi 
ilrit, utsocundiiTn legem et consuetudinem Judaismi 

scHCcarium Judfeorum snper hoc dedncatur. Et 
{datum est justic. ad custod. jud. assign ati s, (juod 
itrn festum S. And. ad scaccariwin Judeaonini, <iTiod 

itum fiierit de catalPis prasdictis fieri fitciant, sJcut 
pnedict. eat T. per R. de Eaaington." 
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Y last Lecture, wbich must have been as 
ious to you a3 it wag to myself, finiishecl 
ith the death of Henry the Third. A me- 
.choly monotony pervaded the whole of 
,t lecture. The principal feature in Hen- 
's disposition was, as you are well aware, 
controllable avtirice, which was the cauae 
the many cruel persecntions, to which the 
or unfortunate Jews were exposed. 
I may just recapitulate, in a few minutes, 
the suras estracted from the Jews in the pre- 
ceding reign. In the years 1230 and 1231, 
15.000 marks ; in 1233, 18,000 marks ; in 
1236, 1800 marks. The amount of taxa- 
tion in 1237, not mentioned. In 1239, a 
third part of their goods ; in 1241, 20,000 
marks ; in 1244, 20,000 marks ; in 1245, 
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60,000 marksj which tax the king received 
with hiaowii hand ; in 1246, 10,000 marts ; 
in 1247, 5,525 marks ; in 1249, 10,000 
marks; in 1250, a great part of their goods 
was taken away ; in 1251, 5,000 marks of 
silver, and 40 of gold; in 1252, 3,500 
marks ; in 1253, 5,000 marks ; in 1259, 
5,000 marks ; in 1269, 1,000 pounds ; in 
1271, 6,000 marks ; besides many more, of 
which we have no records, and algobesides 
the vast sums occasionally extorted from 
numbers of individuals.* 



* "In Claua. 39, H. 3, pars 2, dors. 16, 17, there 
13 a large catalogiie of the lands, houses, rents, mort- 
gages, real ami personal estate, and debts of Aim- 
haw, a Jew, in Gcyraal cfiuatieBr KRtountkig to a Tflst 
sum, taking up'near two mcmbrances, wLich were iin* 
bretiated and con^scatcd to the kin^a use. And ■< 
proclamation b; the king, that no Jew should be suf- 
fered to depart out of therealni of England. "^ — frytait. 
See also pp. 242, S43. 

Lord Coke states, that the crown received fnm 
the Jfews, in the short space of aeyen years, \i£., 
from the 17th of December, in theSOth year of Henry 
III., until Shrove Tuesday, the 2nd of Edwiffd I.. 
the sum of ^£420,000 Ida. 4d. 
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^ " Death," using the words ofa quaint writer, 
".as inexorable as himselfj seized him, and 
l^ve the Jews some respite from these afflic- 
tions — the king leaving behind him hflt a 
rexy indifferent character either as a man, or 
a prince." 

For nearly two years after," the govern- 
ment of this country remained in the hands 
of the Archbishop ofYork, arid the Earls of 
Cornwall and Chester, Edward being alroad, 
engaged in the holy war, as it was called ; 
during which time the Jews seem to have 
been left pretty much unnoticed, and conse- 
quently, we may conclude^ in peace. Ed- 
ward's return, however, brln^ them again 
prominently before our view, and under more 
distressing circumstanceg than ever. 
■ , The first public act of his reign which had 
rireference to the Jews, was in conformity with 
the example set by his ancestors : he held 
out to them hopes of safety and protection. 
Shortly after the death of the late king, pro- 
clamations of peace and security were issued, 
extending to the Jews as well as to the nar 
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tion in general* It was, however, quicklj 
evident that, as far as regarded the formeri 
there waa no peace for them. 

Edward knew well that hisfather's andoKK 
ther's unenviable unpopularity with his sub- 
jectSj and the incessant civil wars whicli dis- 
tracted the kingdom during the preceding 
i-eign, owed their existence to his royal 
parents' insatiable demands for money from 
the English barons. Edward, though eqaallj 
in want of large sums of money, determined, 
however, to obtain those sums from the Jcwa 
alone, and not ask anything from his Chris' 
tian subjects — an expedient whereby he ex- 
pected to gain popularity, as well as the 
supplies he wanted. Accordingly, the king, 
soon after his coronation, began to regii 
late the Jewish affairs after his fathers 
model. Steps were, in a short time, taken 
to facilitate the levying of taxes upon them. 
New officers of their exchequer were ap- 
pointed ; directions were given to enforce 

* See Appeudix d.. 
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the regulations, by which they were obliged 
to confine themselves witbiii particular towns 
ainl cities ; and orders were forwarded to the 
sheri^ of the different places where they re- 
sided, to examine tlie registers of their debts 
and possessions, and make a faithful return 
of their estates and effects. As soon as the 
neoe3sary information upon these orders was 
received from the sheriffs, a new tallage was 
imposed upon the Jews^ The children began 
be taxed as well as the parents, which 
lade the tallage enormous ; and authority 
'as given to enforce the paymentj together 
ith that of all arrears due on former assess- 
ments, by measures of the greatest seve- 
ity. The collectors were directed to levy 
te sums which were demanded, upon the 
.s and chattels of those who hesitated 
contribute their proportion ; and if the 
lount could not by this means be obtain- 
ed — -which, as a matter of course, proved 
those impoverished Jews to be useless, since 
erything, indeed^ was t^en from them 
■the king thought best to change the pu- 
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nishment from imprisonment to transporta- 
tion. Accordingly, the sheriffs were em- 
powered to punish the refractory (that is, 
those who had not money enough) with 
banishment from the kingdom ; to un- 
prison all Bach aa common thieves, who 
should be found in the country after three 
days from the time they were, under thflBC 
orders, directed to leave it ; and the lands, 
houses, and effects of those who should be bft- 
nished, were to be forthwith taken possession 
of and sold. The persons who were appointed 
to carry these directions into effect were, aE 
Irish bishop — Bishop elect of Wateribrd— 
and two friars ; and they appear to have 
executed the office entrusted to them with 
snch relentless severity, that the king's 
mind was moved to pity, and in many caises 
he gave orders to release particular indivi- 
duals amongst the Jews from a part of the 
demands made upon them. 

The complaints which had been made, 
towards the end of the last T«ign, of the 
injuries which were experienced by the peo- 
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pie in general, from the laws and proceed- 
ings respecting the Jews, it seems were now 
again brought forward. And tlie extent 
to which the Jews were permitted to take 
interest by the canon law, in order to fill the 
coffers of the king, was, it appears, also the 
siihject of increased remonstrance. It muat 
be borne in mind that the Gentiles were by 
fer the greater usurers than the Jews, but 
they could practise the foul profession with 
impunity, by stating that they laboured for 

e pope : for instance, in the thirty-sixth 
p of the preceding reign, Henry ordered 
that the Causini should be prosecuted with 
the utmost rigour of the law for their usuries ; 
Jmt they pleaded that they were the servants 

the pope, and employed by him, and were 

erefore not only left alone, but counte- 

aced in that nefarioas traffic. 

In the third year of this reign, the king, in 

ei to please hia Christian subjects, was 

ileased to pass the statute which is known 

by the name of the Statdtum i>e Jtjdaismo. 

This statute acknowledged that the king and 
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Ms ancestors liad had great profit from the 
Jews, yet that many mlscliiefs and disinheri- 
tances of honest men had happened by thdr 
usuries ; and it therefore enacted, that fronc 
thenceforth no Jew ahoiild practise usury,— 
that no distress for any Jew's debt should be 
so grievous as not to leave the debtor thfl 
moiety of his lands and chattels for tis 
subsistence ; that no Jew should have power 
to sell or alien any house, rents, or tene- 
ments, without the king's leave, tut that 
they might purchase houses in cities as 
heretofore, and take leases of land to fariB 
for ten years ; and that they should be at 
liberty to carry on mercantile transaction* 
in the cities where they resided ; provided, 
however, that they should not, by reason nf 
such dealings, be talliable with the other 
inhabitants of the cities, seeing that tley 
were only talliable to the king, as his own 
bondsmen ; and it directed that they should 
reside only in such cities and boroughs as 
wore the king's own ; and that all Je«« 
above the age of seven years should wear a 
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liadge, in the fonn of two tables of j"ellow 
taffety,* upon their upper garments ; and 
that all above twelve years of age should 
pay to the king, at Easter, the sum of three 
pence. Lord Coke recommends that statute 
as very worthy to be read. It was drawn 
up in French, and the following is an Eng- 
lish translation of the ssime: — 

" Whereas the king having observed, that 

* I should not wondei' that some Toyal meTchant ar- 
nvei into this country to dispose of a certain quantity 
of vellow taffety, which perhaps ncet prorlag saUflUe, 
the merchant procured the interest of the king or that 
of his couDsellors, and thus yellow taffety became tlie 
Jewial badge. C. White, in his "Three Years in 
Constantinople," relnte-a a ciraum stance which givea 
colour to tTie above suggestion. He says- — "Sometimes 
FrencbambassadorscsBrry their powers of protection to 
strange lengths, and apply them to singular purposes. 
It ia related that one La Rose, first Talet-de-chainhre 
to Mr d'Argental, in 1090, wm persuaded by some 
one in Paris to Lay out his savings in wigs, as a good 
speculation to take to Tnrkey. Fiuding^, upon reach- 
ing Constantinople, thatliis stocic remained on hand, 
and that he had been duped, he fell into low spirits, 
and had nigh died of despondency. The ambassador 
seeing this, betho^gllt liimself of applying to the 
grand vizir, to see if ho could not devise some plan 



358 



STATCTUJI 



in timespast, many honest men have lost their 
inlieriUnces by the usury of the Jews, and 
that many sins have from thenee arisen, not- 
withstanding iTiidaism is, and has been yztj 
profitable to him and his ancestors, yet never- 
theless he ordains and establishes for the ho- 
nour of G!od, and the common benefit of tk 
people, that no Jew hereafter shall in any roftii' 
ner practise usury ; and that no usaritms 
contracts already made, since the feast of St 



tor getting rid of the cargo. 'Nothing can be more 
easy,' replied tlie sultan's alter ergo ; 'leave tbeaSiur 
to me," On the following day, a finnan was issncd, 
and read in the Jewish synagogues, commaudiag all 
Jews to wear wigs, Terrihle was the confusion and 
running to and fro aman^ the iinfoTtunate Israelite* 
of Balat and Khass Kouy. Pew kaew the meaning; 
of wiga : none knew where to And them. This having 
quickly reached La Rose's ears, he joyously ddiv^fed 
his store to a broker, who disposed of the whole-in ■ 
few hours, and the apecidator reaped a rich harvest. 
He was, howeverj directed by liis master not to renew 
the venture. This was noC the ouJy strange proceed- 
ing on the part of M. d^Arg^ntal : indeed he carried 
his vagaries so far, that he was eventually put under 
restraint by his own secretaries." 
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Edward's, last past, shall stand good-, ex- 
cepting bonds relating to the capital sum. 
Provided also, that all those wh& are in- 
debted to the Jews, upoE pledges moveable, 
shall redeem them before Easter next, under 
pain of forfeiture. And if any Jew shall 
practise usury against the intent of this 
statute, the king prorataes neither to give 
Mm assistarice by himself or officers in re- 
covering his debts ; but, on the contrary, 
will punish him for Ms trespass, ajid assist 
the Christians against Lim in the recovery 
of their pledgeis. 

" And it is further enacted, that no dis- 
tress for any Jew's debt shall hereafter be 
so grievous, as not to leave Christians the 
moiety of their lands and chattels for sub- 
sistence ; and that no distress shall be made 
by any such Jew, upon the heir of his debtor 
named ia the bond, or any other person in 
possession of the debtor's lands, before such 
debt ahall be proved in court. And if the 
sheriff or other bailiff is commanded by the 
king to give possession to any Jew, of lands 
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or chattels to the value of his debt, tie 
chattels shiill first be appraised by the osith 
of honest men, and delivered to the Jew or 
Jewess to the value of the debt. And if the 
chattels be not found sufficient to answer it, 
then the lands shall be extended by the 
same oath, according to their separate values, 
before seisin is given of them to the Jew or 
Jewess ; to the intent, that when the dett 
is certainly known to be discharged, tk 
Uhristian may have his land again, saving 
to the Christian, nevertheless, the moiety of 
his lands and chattels, and the chief house 
for his sustenance, as before expressed. 

" And if anything stolen be found in the 
possession of a Jew, let him have his sum 
mens, if he regularly may have it ; if not, 
he shall answer in such a manner as a 
Christian would be obliged to do without 
claLuiiug any privilege. Likewise all Jews 
shall be resident in such cities and boroughs 
as are the king's own, where the common 
chest of their indentures is wont to be kept 
And every oue of them thitt is past seveu 
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of age shall wear a badge, in form of 

Fo tables, of yellow taffety, sis fingers long 

id ttree fingers broad, upon his upper gar- 

JDt; and erery one tliat is past twelve 

rears shall also pay annually to the king, at 

ster, the sum of three pence, both male 

find female. 

"And n& Jew shall have power to alienate 

fee, either to Jew or Christian, any houses, 

ants, or tenements, which they have already 

:hased, or dispose of them in any man- 

^er, or acquit any Christian of his debt, 

ithout the king's special license, till he hath 

lerwise ordained. 

"And because holy Church wills and per- 
lits that they should live, and be protected, 
18 king takes tkem into his protection, and 
'cotmuands that they should live guarded and 
defended by his sheri^, bailiffs, and other 
liege people. And that none shall do them 
harm, either in their persons or goods, 
moveable or immoveable, or sue^ implead, or 
challenge them in any courts but the king's 

t, wbere&over they are. 
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" And that none of them ahall be obe<Ueiit» 
respondent, or pay any rent to any but tie 
king or his bailifis, in bis name, esceptiug 
for their houses which they now hold, ren- 
dering rent ; saving likewise the rights of 
holy Church. 

" And the king also grants, that they may 
practise merchandise or Uve by their labour, 
and for those purposes freely converse with 
Christians. Excepting that on any pretence 
whatever they shall not be levant, or cou- 
chant, amongst them : nor on account of their 
merchandise, be in scots, lots, or talliage, 
with the other inhabitants of those cities or 
boroughs where they remain : seeing they 
are talliable to the king as Mb own vassals, 
and not otherwise. 

" Moreover the king grants them free liber- 
ty to purchase houses, and curtilages, in tha 
cities and boroughs where they reside : pro 
vided they are held in chief of the king, 
saving to the lords their due and accustomei 
services. 

"And further the king grants, that snch 
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are unskilful in merchaodise, and cannot 
laboTir, may take lands to farm, for any term 
not exceeding ten years : provided no ho- 
mage, fealty, or any such kind of service or 
aivowson to holy Church, be belonging to 
them. Provided also that this power to farm 
Unds shall continue in force for fifteen years 
from the making of this act, and no longer."* 
The provisions of this act were after- 
wards rigorously enforced ; writs were at dif- 
ferent periods issued to compel the Jews to 
reside In the towns prescribed for them, to 
levy the sum of three pence & head on all 
who were above the age of twelve years, and 
to oblige all who were more than seven years 
old, to wear the badge directed by the sta- 
tute. 

The Jews were for a long time silent as 
regards the merits of the Christian religion, 
but they could contain themselves no longer. 

* It appears that Edward had abeady contemplated 
the total bonisbment of tte Jews m 1290, for fifteen 
jear9 after that statute was enacted the Jews wer* 
altogether >eipelled. 

R 2 
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Tlitjy begau openly to abuse Christiaui^. 
and stated publicly that it could not be u 
religion given by a merciful God, since it 
iillowed Buch inhumanity. 

The king, therefore, with an appcarauce 
of pious zeal, which was either prompted by 
tJie dictates of his own conscience, or adopt- 
ed in deference to the spirit of the timea. 
commanded steps to be taken to make the 
Jews — apparently at least— respect tiie 
Christian faith. The first means adopted 
with a, view to this object were, as miglil 
hiive been expected in that age, of a com 
pulsory nature. In the seventh year of tlii* 
reign, iJie king issued a proclamation, direct- 
ing that any Jew who was heard openly ti: 
revile the divinity of Christ, should be forth- 
with put to death ; and if convicted of being 
a common blasphemer, should be punishet 
according to the law in such cases.* 

The Jews insisted, however, that they 
should not be called by the name of Christian 

* See Appendix B. 
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[considering such an epithet, when applied to 
Ltihem, a. defamation of character. Accord- 
.ingly we find, that when a Jewish woman 
once called a Christian, and affirmed to 
^tave been baptized, her husband joined with 
Br in an action for scandal and defamation, 
id appealed to the king for justice. The 
fting actually sent a formal writ, concerning 

it, to his justices, commanding them to try 
ithe matter by an inquisition of Christians 

ftnd Jews, and obtain for the parties redress, 
[if slandered.* To this circumstance may 
Ithe origin of the new enactment be ascribed, 
^via., that Jewish females should also wear 
.distinguishing badges. 

For by an edict subgequently issued by 
Lthe king, the direction with respect to the 

wearing of badges was extended to Jewesses 
,BS well as to Jews ; and orders were at the 
, same time given to see that no Christian 
' Berved any Jew in any menial capacity- In 

addition to these regulations, which were 
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solely of a temporal nature, measures weK 
also taken with respect to the Jews, whicL 
had reference to the promotion, of their spiri- 
tual wel&re. For about the same time, cer- 
tain friars of the order of the Dominicans un- 
dertook to preach to the Jews, and vouclieil 
to convince them of the truth of the Chris- 
tian faith, if the Jews could only be prevail- 
ed upon to listen to their preaching. They 
therefore petitioned the king to force all the 
Jews to attend their sermons. To forward 
their pious intentions, the king issued writs 
to the sherL0fe and bailiffs of the different 
towns where the Jews resided, commanding 
that the Jews should be compelled to attent 
£ucb places as the friars should appoint 
and be forced to listen to the lectures which 
were delivered, with attention, and witlioui 
disturbance.* The ting, on his part, con- 
ceded a portion of the advantages to which 
he had heretofore been entitled, from the 
power he possessed over the property of tb6 

* See Appendii D. 
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converted Jews. Letters patent were publish- 
fed, declaring that for the future seTen years, 
'aDy Jew, who might become a ChristiaD, 
^should retain the moiety of his property to 
his own use j the other half waa secured 
™ the house of conrerts, founded by the 
I Iftte king, to be applied (together with the 
deodands which were granted at the same 
ktime) towards the support of that estab- 
lishment. We do not find on record many 
Ibetkefits that resulted, irom the measnres 
'thus taken to induce the Jews to investigate 
'attentively the claims of the Christian doc- 
trines ; and it would seem that but few were 
[prevailed upon to aurmount the stumbling 
olocks thrown in the way of their conversion, 
id to make the sacrifice which was still 
lincarred by the convert to the Christian 
' creed. 

The Jewish converts' institution was also 

[much patronized^by the king. The warden 

f of the house was commanded to elect an able 

Presbyter to act as his coadjutor, and who 

•was to reside in the house, together with a few 
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Other ministers, in ord^r regularly to 8^ 
Wnd to all the regulations of the house. 
The king also ordered, that if any of Ox 
converts residing in the house were quali- 
fied to act as assistant Chaplains, they should 
be preferred to all others, in the Presbyter's 
election. And if any of the convert-in- 
mates nppeartid likely to become schokrs, 
they should be sent to efficient schools, and 
properly educated. And if any were more 
fit for business, they should be sent to leim 
a trade, but have their board and lodgings 
in the institation. Should the literary 
converts, however, he promoted to the 
Church, they were to cease to participate 
in the benefits o^redby the.hoaae. The king 
also ordered that if after all the expenses 
of the house were discharged, there sho(d< 
still remain some balance In the hand of 
the collector or treasurer, the whole 
that surplus should be applied to the repeur- 
ing and beautifying of the chapel belonging 
to that institution. 

Biitj as I said before, we are not favoupft 
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Trith many records of the conversion of the 
L/ews in this reign ; yet those wg have regis- 
tered are of a very satisfactory nature. We 
of a certain Oxford Jew, Belager by 
ime, who became a Christian, and from 
le schednle of Lis goods, ■which was seized 
I for the king in consequence of his conver- 
'sion, we have every reason to believe that 
Jelager was a man of learning, for his 
moveable goods consisted chiefly of books.' 
[is couversion wsis, therefore, owing tu 
'powerftil conviction, as ia generally the case 
with a Jew when he is led to make a public 
confession of his faith.f 

Whilst it is pleasing: to register the con- 
cessions which were thns made on the part 
of the crown in fayour of the Jewish con- 
verts, it is no less painful to have to record 



* See Appendis E. 

t By this I do Dot mean to insinuate that tlierc: 
nre no inipoators amongst baptized Jews. It ia a 
painful truth that the humaji nature of the Jewa is 
as deceitful ^nd as desperately wieke'd as that of the 
Gentiles- 

113 
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that the Jews in general still continued to be 
subjected to tallages of very heavy amounts, 
the payment of whicli was eEforced by seiMre 
of their goods, and by banishment. The 
king's exchequer being completely exhausted, 
Edward stood greatly in need of money 
in consequence of his Welsh war ; the rearing 
of the two castles in Wales — viz. that of Cae^ 
narvon, as also that of Conway— muat also 
have amounted to a v&st expenditure Tbeu 
the question arose, where was all the money 
to be got ? Answer — By orders which were 
at various times issued to open and examine 
the chests in which the Jewish properties and 
possessions were enrolled ; and great p&rt 
of their effects were taken, and the sums 
which other persons were indebted to them 
were levied and appropriated by the king. 
Accusations were, moreoverj at different 
periods made against them, of various de- 
scriptions of crimes. The principal oSenoc 
with which they were now charged, was 
with clipping and falsifying the coiD of 
the realm ; and many, on account of tlua 
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calumny, were condemned to suffer death, 
and were esecuted. Iq the seventh year 
of this reign no Jess than two hundred and 
, ninety -four were put to death for this im- 
puted crime ; and all they possessed taken 
Ito the use of the king. To what extent the 
Jews were really guilty of this latter ofEence 
' for which they suffered, or whether they were 
-guilty at aJl, it is impossible now to deter- 
mine. 

It is probable, however, that many of you 
may decide at once that this charge must 
have been true ; for Edward the First, who 
is called the English Justinian, for the excel- 
lency of the laws enacted by him, caused 
them to be tried for this offence. You may 
m perhaps- suppose, that under a sovereign, 
who is to this day celebrated on account 
of the laws enacted in his reign, these 
Jews had all regular trials^ and were justly 
convicted upon evidence. I candidly eoD- 

Ifess, that those were the opinions I enter- 
tained at my fijrat reading this accusation, 
which induced me to examine the subject 
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rigorously ; and the foUowing is the re- 
sult of mj examination of this subject 
It is true tbat where there are good lavs 
enacted, we naturally took for an upri|Eit 
administration of them, but it is possible 
for a prince to enact good laws for the go- 
vernment of his people, and yet to be mis- 
led by his ministers, to conduct his govern- 
ment without the least regard to law and 
justice ; and there are few reigns in which 
greater acts of oppression, cruelty, and in- 
justice were committed, than in the reign 
of Edward the First, although the hril- 
liaacy of his exploits, and the greatness of 
hii abilities, Lave thrown an unmeriteii 
gloss over his administration. Does uol- 
history declare that the very fountains of 
justice were polluted, and that loudcomplaints 
were made of the corruption and venality of 
the judges in Edward's reign ?* Kings are 
ever entitled to profound respect, and it if 
the liberal policy of the present age ever 

* Heary's BritaiB, vol, yii. p. 75. 
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to giye them the credit of uprightness of 
intention, and to consider every investi- 
gation, as an investigation of the acts of 

>&eir ministers. We shall, therefore, con- 
sider it in this light, and speak of actions 

■as the actions of the miQiaters of state ; 
and surely the actions of the administration 
in his x-eign are very reprehensible. Their 

, conduct towards the "Welsh and the Scotch, 
their sovereigns and people, and especially 
the slaughter of the Welsh bards, will ever 
be considered by those who are not dazzled 
by successful cruelty as disgracefii] acts ; 
which would have tarnished the splendour 
of this reign, had it been a thousand times 
more splendid ; but in their conduct to- 
wards the Jews, they acted the part of 
most grievous oppressors. What evidence 
was produced against them ? We read 
that they were suspected of the crime, aa 
were also the Flemings. It would, there- 
fore, have been the part of a good and 
active government to have set its officers 
to seek for the guilty, whether English, 



374 



THE CHAKGE OF CLIPPraC 



Flemiags, or Jews. Does thia appear to 
have been done ? By no means. Murk, I 
do not deny, but there might have leen 
Jews aa well as Flemings and English con- 
cerned in these malpractices. The Jews 
are men, and subject to lite temptations 
and like crimes as the rest of mankind ; 
and as they dealt in money, and had better 
opportunities than others, the probability 
that some of them were not entirely inno- 
cent, is strengthened ; but the suddenaew 
of the inquisition, the great number of 
those executed^ and the conduct of the 
government and people at large to those 
whom they did not execute, convince b« 
that the Jews had not fair play, but that 
by far the majority of them were unjustly 
convicted. It is curious to observe in tlie 
page of the English historian, first the state- 
ment that "the king's flnaaces were ex- 
hausted," and the same page ends with an ac- 
count of " the vast sums raised by the seizure 
of the Jews' houses and effects, and the fines 
imposed upon those who escaped death, and 
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the goldsmiths who were involved in the 
suspicion of being concerEed with them."* 

The only circumstance mentioned by the 
historian which seems to glance at the cri- 
mination of any of them is, that great siuns 
of clipped money were found in their houses. 
Hero seems to be something like evidence ; 
we must therefore pay attention to it. If 
he had gaid that there had been found in 
their houses great quantities of gold dust of 
the same standard with the current coin, it 
would have amounted to circumstantial evi- 
dence, which, if strongly corroborated with 
other proofs, might induce an impartial 
jury to convict a prisoner; but no such 
thing is mentioned ; it is only said that great 
sums of clipped money were found in their 
houses. Now this, so far from being evi- 
Jence against them, was evidence in their 
tavourj if rightly considered : but what sig- 
nified evidence in favour of a Jew, when he 
was accused upon a general rumour ? His 

* Hume and Smollett. 
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judge and jury composed of those whohat«d 
him and his nation, and who would rejoice 
and exult in his conyiction and sufferings. 
Who was there to plead his cause ? Ifl 
there the least ground to suppose that the; 
had even a single chance of being ac- 
quitted ? The very evidence which is con- 
sidered as a proof of their guilt should 
have produced their acquittal ; for if tb^ 
had been concerned in clipping the coin, 
they would have hoarded undipped money 
in order to clip it, and put the clipped 
money in circulation. And again they dealt 
in money, and hoarded money ; if, tberefoK, 
the money which was in circulation was 
clipped and depreciated in valaCf what could 
they deal in, what could they hoard but 
clipped money ? Once more, the FlemiEgs 
were mentioned as being implicated with 
the Jews in the suspicion of being guilty 
of thia crime ; and in the account we are 
now considering, we find that the gold- 
smiths were charged with being their ac- 
complices, although they (being Christians). 
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^ere only fined, and not hanged for it. 
\fl think there can he little doubt, but that 
['they were the principal criminala, for if 
goldsmith were not restrained by the 
, detestation of such a crime, but would he- 
r-come particeps criminis, and subject him- 
|Belf to the punishment of the law, would 
f^;he admit an accomplice to render his de- 
^tection the more probable ? would he per- 
an accomplice to ran awaj with the 
lain, part of the plunder ? Surely he 
■would do all the business himself.* 

Unjust, however, as was the condem- 

I' nation of the Jewa for that imputed crime, 

the poor Jews seemed convinced that any 

.thing would be believed of them, be the 

[stoiy ever so incredible. Sums to a large 

amount were therefore extorted from them 

by the common people through thrKits of 

accusing them of the above crime. To such 

length was this aystem of extortion carried 

• See also Witherby's Dialogues, part i. Dialogue 
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on, ttat the king found it necessary to issue 
a proclamation, declaring that from thence- 
forth no Jew should be held answerable for 
any offence heretofore committed.* This 
act of evident justice was, however, acwm- 
panied by a condition which throws a de- 
gree of doubt upon the real motive by 
which it was suggested. In order to bring 
himself within, the security of the procla- 
mation, the person accused was bound to 
pay a fine to the king. 

In the fourteenth year of this reign, the 
king was taken dangerously iU. On his 
bed of sickness he made a vow, : 
health should recover^ to nndertake another 
criisade. Accordingly, when he recovered, 
he took the cross, but appointed no time 
for Ma departure. In fact, he could not 
conveniently leave Ma dominions ; he, there- 
forsj compromised his vow, by directing 
his zealous fiiry against the Jews ofGuienne, 

• See Appendix F. 
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-whom he first plundered, and then 'banished. 
Alas ! for his boasted laws and the spkn- 
dour of his Tictories. It is a truth, an 
.incontrovertible truth^ that "there is no 
reign, from the Conqueror inclusive, blotted 
with greater yiolence than his. They were 
cruelties glossed over by ambition and 
thirst of empire, which were pursued at 
the expense of justice, humanity, and every 
other virtue."* 

The next act relating to the Jews oc- 
curred in the sixteenth year of this reign, 
when the king was yet on the Continent. 
la that year it is stated that the Jews 
were, on the same night, apprehended 
throughout England, and thrown into pri- 
son, and were only released upon payment 
to the king of the sum of twenty thousand 
pounds of silver as a ransom, The cele- 
brated John SeMen adduces the following 
curious evidence of that event : — 
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»iSmS 'bS t'o 

*.inppn 

That is—*' On the 11th day of May, were 
all the Jews la the counties of this island 
imprisoned : in the year of the world 5047 
[a. d. 1287], I, Asher, inscribed tUs." 
The inscription was discoTered by Patri- 
cius Junius in an old yault at Winchester- 
Some historians relate that the Jews were 
subjected to tMa Tiolence, in consequence 
of a promise made by the commons to the 
king, of a fifth of their moveables, provided 
he would banish the Jews from the island. 
When the Jews became acquainted with 



*- The Lascription, as given by Selden, and copied 
by To¥ey, is rery anliie Hebrew. Dr. Jost's im- 
provemeut is ingeiuovs ; but apcordiog to his reading, 
the imprisonineDt took place in November, whilst 
Stov and Frynne atate that May waa the moath. 1 
propose therefore th« above wadit^ aa th& most Ukety 
to be correct : one ctmld easily mistake » for T, e«p«- 
ciaily when scratched on a wall. 
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the i-eason of their imprisonment, they 
^caused an intimation to be conveyed to the 
king, that they would pay a larger sum 
the amount of the fifth part promised 
iby the commons, if they miglit be released 
)m their dungeons, and allowed to re- 
imain in England. This offer had the de- 
, sired effect, and they were again restored 
liberty, upon payment of the above- 
mentioned sum. Whether this statement 
of the circumstances under whicli the 
Jews were imprisoned be correct or not^ 
I it seems certain that from about this 
time, the clamour against them became 
daily more Tiolent. It is not improbable 
that the edict, by which the eiactions 
practised upon the Jews by the people 
■ were prevented, had rendered them, with 
, many, still greater objects of hatred. It 
appears, however, that the clergy and 
ntry joined with the nation in general 
desiring the expulsion of the Jews ; and 
it is to inferred that they were induced to 
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entertain this wish, in a great measure, from 
the heavy debts they owed to the Jews, and 
expecting to be relieved of the payment, by 
the banishment of the credltwre ; which 
gave birth to all the monstrous accusations 
brought against them, which were still loud- 
ly repeated against the Jews, not only of 
their being continually clipping and depre- 
ciating the coin of the country, but also of 
being the cause of much hardship througb 
their usurious dealingBi. But, though this 
may have been, in truth, the principal, as 
in fact, the only avowed reason for desiring 
that the Jews should be driven out of Eng- 
land, yet there can be little doubt that the 
evils which have been, in a former lectoR, 
pointed out as resulting to the nation, ia 
general, from the power continually exercis- 
ed over the property, persons, and rights of 
the Jews^ had some effect in increasing the 
wish to be relieved from the presence of 
that people. 

Edward's conduct towards the Jews, in 
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continental dominions, has already been 
iced : he first fleeced them for the 
enefit of the state, and then banished 
iem, to render heaven propitious to his 
>vernment. This measure served greatly 
raise his popularity ; and upon his en- 
into London, he was received with 
mark of joy and good-will by the 
5rgy and people. Befi>re this feeling 
>uld subside, he was induced to consent 
the decree for the final banishment 
the Jews from England, which his 
it grand-father, Henry IL, was insti- 
ited to do, but was not prevailed upon .* In 
for this favour, he received from the 
|Iom.monsthegrant of a fifteenth part of their 
; and the clergy, at the same time, 
lade a gift to him of the tenth part of their 
loveables. A very inadequate sum, when 
ipared with the debts they owed to the 
lews. The above-mentioned decree com- 
landed that the Jews, together with their 



* See p. 100. 
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wives aad children, should depart from th'fi 
realm within a certain time — namely, fw- 
fore tlie feast of AH Saints. As a matter of 
gi-ace, on the part of the king, thej were 
permitted to take with them a part of their 
moveables, and sufficient money to defray 
the expenses of their journey. Their hous© 
and other possessions were seized b; tlie 
king, and appropriated to his own nee. 
The king wanted vast sums of money this 
year. Three of his elder daugliters were 
married in the same year that the Jews were 
banished. The king's seizing all the Jewish 
property wOl readUy account for the magoi- 
ficence .displayed at the nuptials of these 
pi'iacesses. Agnes Strickland, in her second 
Tolume of "The Lives of the Queens of 
England," expatiates not a little on tlie effect, 
bnt leaves the cause unmentioned entirely, 
viz.,thatofEdward'a banishing the Jews. She 
says, " A list of the plate used in the queen's 
household will prove that the courtof Eleanora 
had attained a considerable degree of luxury. 
The plate was the work of Ade, the king's 
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smith, and the description of the rich 
aels of the goldsmith's company has been 
jught to light by modern research.* Thirty- 
four pitchers of gold and silver, calculated to 
Jiold water or wine ; ten gold chalices, of 
the Take of £140 to £292 each ; ten cups 
of silver gilt, or silver white, some with 
stands of the same, or enamelled, more than 
one hundred and eighteen pounds each ; also 
caps of jasper, plates and dishes of silver, gold 
^ItSj alms bowls, sUver hanapers or baskets ; 
Kps of benison, with holy sentences wrought 
Thereon ; enamelled silver jugs, adorned with 
effigies of the king, in a surcoat and hood, 
and with two effigies of Queen Eleanora. A 
pair of knives with silver sheaths enamelled, 
with a fork of crystal and a silver fork, 
Hndled with ebony and ivory. In the list 
of royal valuables were likewise combs and 
looking-glasses of silver-gilt, and a bodkin 
silver, in a leather ease; five serpent's 



' ♦ By Mr, Herbert, city librarian, in his History of 
City Companies. 
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tongues, set in a standard <>f silver ; a royi 
crown set with rubies, emeralds, and greai 
jiearla ; another with Indian pearls ; and one 
great crown of gold, ornatoented with eme- 
ralds, sapphires of theeast, rnbiea, and large 
oriental pearls," I hare no hesitation la 
saying that a great part of the articles dis- 
played were Jewish. The coiocideDce of 
their banishment with the above displafi 
warrants such a supposition. 

Notwithstanding the harshness and seve- 
rity of this decree, it seems not to have been 
sufficient to excite any commiseration on 
the part of the people. Many were still 
unwilling to allow the Jews to depart in 
quiet, but sought to take the last opportu 
nity remaining to them to giv« vent to 
their unchristian hatred and enmity against 
these unfortunate people, and to despoi 
them of the small portion of their wealth 
which remained to them. The principn 
Jews were forced to provide theniselves witl 
letters of safe conduct from the king ; and 
luecamc necessary, for their protection, ti 
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lue orders to the officers and magistrates 
if the towns through which they passed, to 
i«uard them against the violence of the pe- 
ace. One instance of the barbarities to 
hich they were subjected, deserves to be 
particularly noticed, as it affords a just ex- 
ample of the sentiments entertained by the 
people towards the Jews. It is thus related 
by Hollinsheadj and copied by Lord Cote and 
many other writers since t " A sort of the 
richest of them," he says, "being shipped with 
their treasure in a mighty tall ship which they 
had hired, when the same was under saU, 
and got down the Thames, towards the 
mouth of the river, towards Quinborough, 
the master mariner bethought him of a wile, 
and caused his men to cast anchor, and ao 
rode at the same, till the ship, by ebbing of 
the stream, remained on the dry sand. The 
master herewith enticed the Jews to walk 
out with him on land, for recreation ; and at 
length, when he understood the tide to be 
coming in, he got him back to t]?e ship, 
I whither he was drawn by a cord. The 
I 3 2 
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Jews made not so miicli baste as he did, 
because they were not aware of the danger ; 
but Twhen they pew^ired how the matter 
stood, they cried to him for help, howbeit 
he told them that they ought to cry rather 
unto MoseSj by whose conduct their fathers 
passed through the Eed Sea ; and, there- 
fore, if they would call to him for help, he 
was able enough to help them out of these 
raging floods, which now came in upon 
them. They cried indeed, but no suwwar 
appeared, and so they were swallowed up 
in the water. The master returned with 
the ship, and told the king how he had 
used the matter, and had both thanks and 
rewards, as some have written. But otters 
affirm (and more truly as should seem) 
that divers of the mariners, which dealt 
so wickedly against the Jews, were haaged 
for their wicked practice ; and so received 
a just reward of their fraudulent and nus 
chifivous dealing." 

By the time appointed, all the Jews hfid 
left England ; the numbers have been es- 
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Eimated by some at 15,060, by others at 
16,511. 

T The following few particulars are to be 
pet with in tJie histories of the Jews'them- 
selves, respecting their changes,, chances, 
troubles, and sufferings in this country. 
Ben Vir^jin his chronicle 5'/t«i'ue^ Y^hudah^ 
states: " A. M. 5018, in the island which is 
now called England, a great and mighty 
destruction occurred in all the congrega- 
tions, great and powerful in wisdom, know- 
ledge, and honour, which were in those 
days. And especially that great city 
called London, which contained about 
two thousand Jewish householders ; all of 
them were possessed of wisdom and wealth. 
It was there that Rabbi Abraham Aben Ezra, 
composed his epistle whinh he called, '■The 
epistle of the Sabbath.' The cause of their de- 
struction was, that they [i.e. the Jews] shoidd 
iJuuige their creed ; and when they in- 
sisted on the sanctification of God's name, 
they [i.e. the Gentiles] accused them of 
counterfeiting the coin. This calumny was 
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brought before the ting ; the king examined 
aad inyestigated the matter, and found tliai 
the false accusers invented that calumQf 
against the Jewg ; and they escaped. After 
a time, the Nazarenes resumed their calum- 
nies, and sought for persons to witness 
against the Jews, and they found such pe> 
sons as they desired [who stated] how they 
saw a Jew clipping a coin ; and though 
the king knew that it was all false, but 
on account of the murmuring of the popu- 
lace, he wished to throw off their displea- 
sure, and fearing lest the nation should 
rise with a sword in their hand, a& was 
generally the case with them, and there 
would be no one to dehver, he commanded 
and banished them [the Jews], and this 
expulsion took place A M. .5020." 

Itia my firm conviction that Ben Vlrga's 
account is the true one, as far as the facts 
of the case are concerned. There seems 
certainly to be a disagreement in the dates* 

* Sec Appendix G. 
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Eabbi G'daliah mised up several inci- 
dents together, and also added a little of 
the marvellQus out of hia own vivid imagi- 
nations, which give hia narrative altogether 
the air of fiction, which is the following : — 
f- " A- M. 5020 — A priest ia England con- 
sented to be circumcised in order to be 
married to a Jewess, with whom he was 
desperately enamoured. The affair became 
known to the citizens, who were desirous of 
burning them. But the king chose to execute 
the revenge in a different way, and deci-ecd 
that within tliree months, they should 
change their religion : those who circum- 
cised the priest were burned, and many of 
the Jews changed their religion. And they 
[i. e. the Gentiles] took all their children 
from six years old and downwards, and car- 
ried them to the end of the realm, that they 
might forget the customs of their fathers, the 
Jews. The king died, and his son reigned 
in his stead, and presently there came upon 
his kingdom pestilence and famine, and his 
counsellors said to him, that it was because 
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of th« Jews [i. e. baptized ones], who do iiot 
sincerely believe, that that calamity earae 
upon them. And he [tie king] made twft 
tenta by the banks of the sea ; npon one he 
painted the figure of Moaes, Our Rabbi — 
may peace be upon him — and also his name; 
and upon the other he painted their Mes- 
siah : and te told tbem they were permitted 
to become Jews, and none of them should be 
forced to any thing. Bat in order that he 
might ascertain who was a Jew [by creed], 
he wished that those who were desirous «f 
becoming Jews should go into the tent o( 
Moses, our Bab hi — may peace be upon him — 
and took upon themselves to do so. Now 
many of them entered into the tent of Moses, 
our Kabbi — may peace be upon him — and 
after they were gathered there, they were 
murdered, and cast into the sea, and 
thus all of them perished and were extir* 
pated."* "' 

Did Rabbi G-'daliah write since the days 
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of Sir Walter Scott, one might be ioclined 
to thiok that the Jewish historian borrowed 
a leaf from one of the volumes of tlie Scotch 
novelist, only auppressing the names of Brian 
de Bois'Guilbert and Eebeccah, and putting 
instead "priest" and " Jewess j" but as Sir 
Walter flourished when the Hebrew writer 
was long since dead and gone, I am inclined 
jbo conjecture vice versa. 
m Tie reason why we are not favoured 
kith more information on their history in 
this country, by themselves, has already been 
hinted at In the first Lecture.* It is certain 
that the Jews had many valuable libraries 
in this country, which were taken from them 
before they were driven out of it, and were 
bestowed on the universities and monaste- 
ries. However, this consideration belongs 
properly to the second series of these Lec- 
tures, which shall be fully treated when that 
series is delivered. Dr. Joat is by no means 
correct when he says, " There is no trace of 

* See pp. 7-11. 
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(Jewish) schools in England ; no Rabbi of 
that country occupies a place in the aonals 
of Jewish scholars ; there was no time for 
study, and no ambition stimulated and en- 
couraged those who were eager for the £c- 
(luirement of knowledge-"" Not only is this 
statement at variance with Rabbi Solomon 
ben Virga's, but also with his own. He him- 
self sajs, with reference to the English Jews, 
" The learaed amongst them prosecuted the 
medical sciences, yet more as an art; and 
they wei-e, through their acquaintance with 
some secret means of cures, so celebrated, 
that the divines were interrupted in their 
wonderful cures," &c.t Indeed there are 
many statements in this historian's produo- 



* " Von Schnlm ist keine Spur in England, daJur 
aaek nickt von Gelehrten; kein- dortigur Raiiiner 
kat einen Plats in den Jiiducken JahrbHrhern det 
Geiekrfe^n.. Zum Studiren loar keine Znt, tind ieine 
Ehre loekte nnd atarkte den. TFisabeffietiget^' — Ge- 
scliichte der Isracliten, toI. vii. p. 165. 

t For the origiual refer to Appendix G. of Lecture 
II. 
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tions, which must be received with a cousi-- 
table degree of caution. 

There is, however, a current opinion 
amongst the modern English Jews, that espe- 
cially " the sayings of the wise men of Nor- 
wich and of York are quoted in some of the 
additions made by the expounders of the 
Talmud."* I must confess, I cannot vouch 
for the correctness of that opinion. I ad- 
dressed once a letter on thia subject to the 
editor of the "Jewish Chronicle,"f hoping to 

-elicit from his numerous well-educated rea- 
ders, information on the above. The learned 
editor seems to have mistaken the purport 
of my letter to him, and therefore gave an 
answer not at all to the purpose. It is the 
following given in a note : — 

L " With every deference due to Dr. Jost, 

" and the research displayed in his History of 
the Jews, we are bound in this instance to 
support Mr. Moses Samuels' opinion, that we 

Pbad great men living in England eight hiin- 

* See p. 9. t ^BB Appendix I. 
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dred years ago. Although the Rer. Mr. 
Margoliouth might have read through the 
Talmud a^ain carefully (no easy tast !) 
he must have overlooked the passage in Jo- 
sephoth [Tosephoth I suppose] (not having 
a Talmud at hand, we muBt defer the quota- 
tion of ' chapter and verse' to our next num- 
ber), where the uKinj 'losn (wise men of No^ 
wich) are mentioned. Mr. Samuels' opinion 
is also supported by the authority (no small 
one, even If compared with Dr. Jost and the 
Rev. Mr. Margoliouth) of the 7\^^-^7r nWw 
(Chain of tradition), which places -utto y 
ni»aSj3'S?5 (Eibbi Meyer of England) in the 
3ame category with Jarchi, Eabenu — Tam, 
and Maimonides ; vide nSapn nWjc, fol. 41, 
p. 2. — Amsterdam Edition, 8vo." 

That the Jews had learned men in this 
country, I know full well, and the editor 
of the " Jewish Chronicle'* might have known 
this by my quotation from Ben Tirga. It 
is the especial mention of the wise men of 
Norwich and of York, that I am anxious to 
know about. Nearly two months have pass- 
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ed away, and the promised " quotation of 
chapter and verse" has not been given yet* 
To return, however, to the immediate subject. 
Thus was this unfortunate race, alter 
nearly two centuries of almost contiaual 
persecution, driven -from the country and 
■robbed of their possessions. In the cir- 
cumstances that attended this last act of 
violence, we see displayed a continuance 
of the same oppression and cruelty which 
the treatment they had experiencedj both 
from the monarch and the people, had ever 
evinced. If, aa was pretended, their ba- 
nishment was sought as a relief from the 
grievances which their usurious dealings 
inflicted upon the nation, we cannot find, 
in this circumstance, any necessity for their 
expulsion, or anyj uatification for the rapacity, 
that caused their estates to be confiscated 
to the crown, or, for the malice that dic- 



* It is now about a year aince lie made this pro- 
mise, I venture therefore respectfully to ask him ance 
more ftir a fUltilment of the aame. 
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tated the cruelties to which, on that occa- 
sion, they were exposed, from the populace. 
The sums which were advanced to the kiog 
by the commona and hy the clergy, as 
the price of their expulsion, were more than 
made up to them by the robbery they prac- 
tised upon the anfortunate exiles before 
their leaving the shores of this country. 
And the desii-e that the nation seems Ui 
have entertalaed. for their removal may, 
without error, be traced principally to this 
source. 

In taking a retrospective view of the 
tacts that were stated in the preceding 
Lectures, it must be acknowledged that o 
spirit of relentless cruelty pervaded the 
whole nation ; and we cannot but feel tb&t 
the exactions and barbarities which were 
recorded, mark an indelible stain upon this 
period of your history. They are blots in 
the characters of the successive moaarchs, 
and are painfully indicative of the cupidity, 
ferocity, and ignorance of the people. On 
the other hand, we must admit that the 
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conduct of the Jews themselves, under 
their continued sufferiEgs and oppresBions, 
whilst it furnishes a fresh example of the 
characteristic perseverance witli which they 
brave all dangers and difficulties, in pur- 
sait of riches, affords, at the same time, a 
further proof of the resignation, fortitude, 
and self-devotion, for whici, that nation has 
been ever distinguished. Behold them pro- 
ceeding to leave the British Isle in the be- 
ginning of winter; see their tender infants 
clinging to their mothers, who are scarcely 
able to support them ; see them laying 
down when unable to proceed, stripped of 
all their comforts, insulted by those called 
Christians ; and when they arrive at the 
sea shore, behold numbers of them, in their 
embarkation, drowned by the mere wanton 
barbarity of the English, mid the rest strip- 
ped of the poor pittance they were permitted 
to retain. Ob, the reflections are too much 
for me. I would rather not think of the 
past, bat look at the present improved stote 
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both of tlie peraecuted and perseciiWra, 
which shall be the pleasing subject of the 
second aeries* 

It must not be omitted to be mentiooeil, 
that in banishing the Jews from this coun- 
try, the English have espelled on« of the 
most brilliant stars of the Keformation, wk 
was a Christian Jew, an Englishmaii bf 
birth, and educated in the UniTersitj of 
Oxford, the well-known Nicolaus de Lyra, 
who wrote a commentary on the Old and 
New Testament ; and being deeply rersed 
in the ancient tongues, and well read in all 
the worts of the learned rabbiea, he selected 
their beBt opinions, and expounded the holy 
Scriptures in a manner far above the taste 
of that age, in which he showed a greater 
acquaintance with the principles of inter- 
pretation than any of his predecessors. He 
was, indeed, a most useful forerunner to 
Luther, who made ample use of his com- 
mentaries, in which he frequently repre- 
hended the reigning abuses of the Church — 
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a feet which led Pflug, Bishop of Naumberg, 
fto say — - 

" Si Lyra non Ijraaset, 
Luthema non saltaaaet." 

Others have it thus : — 

" Nisi Lym Ijrusset, 
Totus rnundus delirasaet."* 

WicHiffe ha3 also profited much by De 
i Lyra's writings : he used them ireq^uently 

when translating the Bible. Indeed, his 
^writings were formerly very famous. Pope, 

in giving a catalogue of Bay*s library, in 

his Dundad, finds — 

" De Lyra there a dreadful front extend." 

It appears that soon after the banishment 
of the Jews from this country, De Lyra em- 
braced Christianity in Paris. The French bi- 
ographers have a particular talent of French- 

* See the FonduneDtal Fiinciples of Modern Ju- 
daism laves tigated, p. 24 1 , Gtschickteder hibtait- 
ehen Sprache und Schrift, p. 105. 



402 D£ LYKA AS B.VGLlSa JEW. 

ifying any learned man who passes througli 
the towns and streets of France. Accord- 
ingly, L'Advocat, in Iiis biographical diction- 
ary, made a Fren&hman of him. But that 
is disproved by the title-page of one of Di; 
Lyro'a own works,* in which be gives Eng- 
land as his native country. 



* Brathering's 8vo. Gdition of Lyra's Disputations 
against tlie Jtws. See Appendix K.. 
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A. 



B«z yicecomiti Mall. Sfilutem. Cum nuper pscem 
uostram per totum re'guQm nostrum public^ pro- 
cUimari fecimus, et earn omnibus et singulis de 
regno uostro tam iTiidBeis, quam Chriatiania obaer- 
vari prsecepimus, et prcecipimus quod JudEei uostri 
de Bruges in l>ailiva tuit manuteaBaj, et dcfendBs, 
ita quod eis pax nostra, prout ejus per totmn reg- 
num nostram proclamari fecimas, iuviolabiliter ob- 
aervetur. Et nou exigas vel eiig^ permittBs a.b 
eisdem redemptioaes rel alias extorsiones sd opus 
nostrum, vet alicujus slterius, niai quatenua ad de- 
bits iiostm, seu Domini Henrici r^gja paths uostri, 
sen tallagia, aut alia ad quie de jure teneutur ab 
eis Icv-ajida, de nostro, aut ejusdcm Domini Henr. 
patris nostri unandato warrantuia habueris. Ds- 
tmn, &c. apud Westm. 15 die Junii. 



fi. 



Bex dite<^s et fidelibus suis Stephano de Penteces- 
ter, WaJtero de HelyDHi Ct Jobauni de Cobham, ju»ti- 
ciariis stua ad placita transgreBsionum monetse audi- 
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enda et termmamila asaigaatis, et cUlecto cUrico sui? 
Philippo <le WjJegheby, Saluttm, Quia Jatum hi 
QobU intelUg^ quod quidam Judsei regni nostri, iim 
Catholicam, et Sacra Ecclesiaatica, hactenus diTerri- 
mode blasphcmare noa formidiaruut n&c fldhac formi- 
dant, in Divini nomiiiis cxiatumelian], et totius CliTU- 
tiaDEB pTofesftionia DppToIiriuin ; nos bujusmo<li blat- 
pbemias, sicut principem CBtholiciim d«cct, lepriini 
cupientes: volumus, quod nultiis Judteus taliter de 
cictero blaaphemare preesumat ; Tidelicet, aliqaod cr- 
roaeum, detestAbile ftbt ^bboTDinabile diccado T>elfa- 
cieiido, m blaspbGmitt cnirifixi, fidei Catholicn, mo 
beatiaaimEc matria Mariie Vii^aiSt seu Ecclesiostko- 
rum SacrameHtaram. Volunins etiam, quod hoc, pW 
nmnis loca rcgui nostri ia quibus JudsL moraninr. 
publice procIamBtoi ; et ne aliqais Judietis sub peri- 
colo vits et membronim t&lia fncere t«1 dtcene pnesu- 
mat. Et si quisnotorius blasphemRtoFinvenietur, ita 
qaod per inquisitionem per Sacra ni en tuin Cfariatian- 
orum bonorunt et graviorum inde convinci possH eH- 
dentsr j volumus quod quilibet talis puuiretur Becnn- 
dum quod in htijusmodi caaibus alias fieri consucvit. 
— Cienis. 1. E, (, m. &, dors. 



C. 



Rex Jostic suis ed custodiam JudEeorum assignatia, 
SalnWm, Monatravenrnt nobis Mosacua de Huniden 
et Suetecota, uxor ejus, Judeei Loud, quod CDm ipsa 
Suet&ccta Christiaiui uon sit, nee aUquo tempore 
foerat b&ptizata, quidam emuli earuoi, maliciose con- 
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fingentes ipsam SuetecDtam baptizatam fuisae inter 
duo bella de Lewes et Ere»ham, earn sup&r boc de&- 
marUQt \ in ipsorum Massei et SuetGcotce dampiium 
non modicam et gratamen. Et ideo vobis mandamus, 
quod, inquisita iode plenius veritate per ChristiaaoB 
et Jud£eo$, SLCutmos est; si inT«neritis quod prsedicta 
Snetecota non fuit baptisata, ^icut sibi imponitur, 
tunc iisdem Moaseo et Suetecotie, justa officii reatri 
d«l)itain, pacem habere inde faciatis. — Clans. 16. £. 
1, ra. 20. 

D. 

Rex Ttcecomitibus et omnibus baltlvis et fidelibus 
Buis, Salutem, Cam 4ilecti nobis in Christo fratrea 
da ordine Prsedicatorum in Anglia, Judrois, quorum 
mentea vetustas erroria, et perfidiec, obaubilat, et 
obcscat, prBeiicare propoaunt Verbum Dei, quo 
fB£iliu9j intervenieute gratia Spiritus Sancti, ad fidei 
CalholicBe conrerti valeant unitatem ; et ob hoc, di- 
lectua nobis in Christo, Prior Prorincialia ejuadem 
ordinis nobis supplicavit, ut vobis demuB in man- 
datis quod omnea Judieos, ubicuuque locorum in bsl- 
livis T«stris conversantes, cfficaciter nMniGBtia, et in- 
ducatis, quod in locis^ ubi vobis de consilio fratrum 
ipaorum magis expedire -videbitur, ad audiendum 
Yerbum D«i cOQveniaut, et illud ab iisd«in frstribus, 
absque tumultu, contentione, yel blasphemia, aii- 
diant diligenter et benigne : et si forte AUissimus 
Telamen duritiee a cordibiu eorum aufereus aliquibua 
vel alicui ipaorum Judseonmi gratiam dederit con- 
Tertendi, quod cceteri Judeei eis super hoc non im- 
pediant, use per alios impediri procureati Noa prse- 
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dlGtum propositum ipsorum fratnim plum el salabre 
attendfutes, et precibus prEedicti Pnon's favor&bilite/ 
ftuniiciites, in hac parte, vobis mnndarnus, -ijitod 
otDQes efficaciter moneatis, et eos ad hoc, mmiis 
quibus melius sciTcritis, indacatis, prout uiiicBi<{U£ 
vestrum inspimverit spiritus veritatis, loinijiis&c- 
quamdiu regi placuerit duratuna. Teste rege apoiL 
WiDtoQ. 2 die Januar.— Pat. 8 E. 1. m. 27. 

E. 

Johannes de sflmcto Dionysio, Cnstos Domm 
coQveraorum, hilit Lreve regis, de magno sigillo, 
in hffic verba. EdwEirdus, Sic. Justiciiuriis ad Cm- 
tailiam JudiGQiniQi, &c. asEignatis, Salutem. Ex parte 
coDTersomm domus iiostrtE London. Ncbis est osteu- 
aum, quod cum inedietAS bonOmm, et c&tallorutu> 
JudKorum couversoruin sen convertendornm, ad 
fidem Catliolicam, ad coav'ersos domiis nostm fine- 
dictie, ratione coDcessiouia nostree eia inde fdclst 
pertinestr ali* raedietate, iUis qui sic a ternpOK 
concessionis noatrae prsdictse eonveirtuntur, reser- 
vata ; ac Belager Judeeua Oxon. Duper ad fideni 
CBtboticam se convcrterit &c. ideo mandaitmB &e. 
T. R, apud "Woodst&clt, 25 die Aprilis, an. Reg. 
noatr. riono. — Rot, plucit. term. Pa«che 9. £". 1. r. "■ 

Per hoc lireve libcmntur eiJem Johaani, bona, 
et catalla subscripCa, videlicet, udus Liber Pifst. 
L'onatit. precii 12d. ; unua Gnecbmus precii 6d. i una 
Legenda, preciLlOd-junum Doctrinaie Magnum, prwii 
Id. ; qiiiiliim Libc'r Const ilutionum, prttii 4s. ; quidaui 
Codez, pmii iGa. ; quaddam Insciatum, precii I63.1&C. 
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Y. 



Rex dilectjs et fidelibus suis Stephano de Penteces- 
ter, Walt€To de Heylin, et Johauni de Cobham, juati- 
ciarik adpkcitntrciasgresaioDi^monetsaudienda, Sa- 
lutem. Quia omues Judeei nuper Tectati, et per cer- 
tain Buspicionem iadictati de retanaione monetae nos- 
tTKi et inde coBTicti cum ultima supplicio puniuntur i 
et quidam eoruni, eadem oc^^asiune omuia bona ct 
catalU sua forisfeceruut, et m prisonam nostram libe- 
r&ntar, ia eadem, ad Toluntatam nastram detiaendi. 
£t cum acct^pimus quod plures Cfaristiani, ob odium 
Judtearum, propter discrepantiam fideiChristianaSj et 
ritusJudEcoruiii, etdiyersagrayamioaperipsQs Judtcos 
Christiauis hacteuus illata, quasdiLin Judteos nonduin 
rectatos, n*c ittdictatos, de transgresaioue raonet.se, per 
leves et Toluntarias accusationea, accuaare et indictare, 
de die in diem, nitontur, et proponunt ; impon^ntes 
eis, ad terrorem ipsorum, ijuod de hujusmodi trans- 
greasionc cidpabilea eiistunt, et sic per minas hujus- 
modi aecuaationis ipsi? Judreis metum iiacntiupt, «t 
pecuDiam e3torc|ueKiit ab iisdem : ita quod ip^i Judcei 
super lioc ad legem siiam asepe poDUnturi iii vitGe suie 
penculitm mtaifestum. Volumus quod omnes Judsei 
qui ante primum diem Mali, prox prBeteritum iwdic- 
tati, \e\ per certain suapicionem rectati nonfueruntde 
transgrcssioac monetie pKcdictBe, et qui facere vulu- 
erunt finemj jmta discretionem veatramj ad opus nos- 
trum, pro SIC quad nou occaaioneatur de hujusmodi 
trail 9grfissioiiibu& factis ante primum diem Maii, prop- 
ter novas accusaliones Cbristiauorum poat eundum 
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diem inde Ift'Ctas uori molcsteatur, sed pacem mdehs- 
heBiit in ftiturum, Proriao, quod Judeei iDdictiti, »eJ 
per ceitdm su^picionem fect&ti de hujusmodi traii$- 
greasioaibus ante pnedlctum diem Maii, Jtidicium 
subeant coram votis, justa formam prius inde orJi- 
Qat&m, et prOTisfiiu, £t ide«> TOl)ia nuLDdamiis, quod 
fines hnjuEmodi capiatis, et prsemtssa fieri, et obser* 
vari faciatU, in forma prcG dicta. —Teste fiege tpud 
Cantuar. 8 die Mali. — Cfaus. 7. £. 1, in. 7- 



G. 

Bip rcsfv: m'BsSjrs dim tr\p: nipK •»i n"»:\ 
niBispi r»i'?n3 niSnp unis S32 oixpi Snj ^nr 

anp DIP vn "tSfK a"Tt:iS ntripjn nSnan nfri 
noan 'Sya O'lras o^a D»na -hvz d'>sSs "«^ 
mjs tnir p omw 'i Dsnn ntpp aw\ imBi 
TU7MD1 tsm iTD'Ti' rvn Toirni nji? mj» ntnp 
D'fip I'nv dh'St iS'Spn Bipn nwnp •?» rop 
ipn -fjom ^SQn "aaS 11 nr'3i^ risai mbiss »|'<*r 
nowttn D'S'BO i»n D'anron c'S^rin '3 kxoi ami 
ns ittpai 6'isian laui' fo*'? iib'jtsii onin'n Sr 
nw» 1N1 7« Djisia i«5t^Di oviirtM -raj I'pw 

iW nimjnn v'sso TWri*? ts*p3 Dm n"Dn'3£fl 
niJt S'si3 psti 03113 DT3 aim oyn loip' troip' 
□nucM D'aSsf niron nju? ni anTJii; .Tni dstui 
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H. 

»T3 ,Tiis')'a3"»a Si'Q'a ins inis '= d'Es^m n njva 

m-irb inn ^')^^ bsK Dsir*? D'snvm Tirn '3a> 
n*«* B'urrn 's iin 's nrai ninH iiia nnpsn 
Va irrp^i ivnn Dnn D^aii isiip inian ibn ia?w 

^^'3n*^ I'jnn nn'i o^in^n Brt^nUK ansn inDi" 
iias'i syi^ 131 iniabn ■»]; na »i3nn'nnn «s 
n>i3'TT D'ainxn Dswiy Dnin^n riKanS 'd vaffv 

cin*ttTi i^s inn bri itttpi "7ir"»n niix t's 'k 
tsiir nia* itH\ "^n^nn^ an'? rtirrn «3 orrbir i»mi 
nun mn^ -m f^nh hd cjdn in aiir') cinn 
imwr*? DH'^r iSapi "nnT3 bnwa idj3' o'ln'rinniif 
Da> vn DDsan inKi "nno briKa ipsss cnn t*a^i 
!D';3 inn ibd pi d D'aibirai EniN cnitin 

Both Bea Virga find RaLbi G'daliali apparently 
fixed tke date of the expulsion of the Jews from 
this country a. u. 5020, or a. d. 1260, vhich is de- 
cidedly erroneoua. Ashei's inscription on tte wall of 
the Winchester dungeoii controverts it,* Selden in- 
geniously, and I dare say coTrectly, proposoa to road 
J instead of 3, which proposal reconciles the apparent 
contradiction. No mistake is. more likely to occur 
with tTauschheTs, than mitiiig down it 3 instead of 3. 



See pp. 379, 880. 
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To the Editor of tkt Jewish Ckrotiicle, 

Dear Sib, — As a constant reader of your well 
conducted Journal, I venture to hope tliat you will 
kindly aHard me space in it for the insertion of ihcM 
few lines. 

I am Himoua to know how tte following two tMt- 
raents are to be reconciled : — " Bat, let me tell yoo, 
that you had great men. men liring in England eight 
huuired years ago. The sayings of the wise men of 
Norwich and of York are quoted in some gf the »d- 
ditions made by the expounders of the TalmuiJ,"— 
Moses Samuels' Address on the Position of the Jrts 
ill Britnin, p. 27. " Von Sckiikn isl Arise SfMf >* 
England, daher a^ifk nicht ran Gelehrfen; kein Air- 
tiger Rabbiner hat eiiten Platz in den JodiJchn 
Jahrliikhern der Gtlehrten. Zum Studiren war keint 
Zeif, itnd keine Ekre locftte imde glarkle dtn Wm- 
{legier if/en." — J. M. Jost's Geschichte der laneliten, 
vol. vii. p. 1€5'. 

I know there is a current opmioD amount the 
Jews of England in favour of Mr. Samuels' state' 
raent; bnt after reading through the TalmuH again 
rery carefuUy, at tlie expense of a. great deal of time, 
and finding that " the sayings of the wise men (A 
r* ornich and of York " either escaped my eye, or are 
omitted ih ray copy (^yn EnsS D-T-iB»c«a). I be- 
thought me to apply to you. Perhaps this letter 
may elicit from some of your numerous weU-educatei 
readers a reeonciliatipQ of the above. Ben Virgt 
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mentions the leRTniiig of the ancient Jews of Britain^ 

but does not saj^ anything about Norwich and York. 
He only says, do nipjji ."nuiwSjjK ovn B-ipj ten 'kh n"',T 
av ^-n new rioxyi j^i'mj nSnjj oviw Saa mvyi Sti -ler 
nwit B'mjih' nSiiin -i-yn -twai -nasi nj*ai nrjans onn d'o's 
.iBsn 'Sya d-^jb dSj cna 'Sj'S Q'ths 'jejS anp du" i*n 
'131 ^nyv Ah enrlj iDSertiOQ will gfeatly oblige me. 
I am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

MOBEB MARGOLtOCTa. 

Glasnevin, Dublin, August 18, 1846. 

See JfmiiA Chronicle, Vol. t. No. 2T. 

K. 

The following brief account of De Lyra is givea bj 
Bishop Bale iii his " Ulu^trium Majoris Brit&niiiEi& 
Cattklogiis." 

" Nicolaus Lyranus ex Judeeorum genere Anglua j 
Btqu^ Hebr^otvm Rabbinos in literis Hebrflicis ab 
ipsa puerttia nutriCus, illud idioma sanctum ad un- 
guem, ut loquuntur, novit. Qui moi ut frequen- 
tasset 9cho]as publictis, ac minoritaram quoruudam 
siaceriom judidi fludiss«t conciones; abhorrere coe- 
pit a Talmudicis doctrinis, atque ita a tata aiiagentiB 
insania stultissima. Coaversua ergo Bd Christi fidem, 
sc regenerationis lavacra lotus, Franoiscauorum fatoi- 
lise, se statim adjuruiit. later quoa scripturia Sanctis 
atudiofiig^imiis &t. \(tn^& exercitAtiotie peritus, Oxonii 
et Parisiis, area insukisaimis Rabbinis, qui plebem 
Judaicum Taua lleaaiffi adventuri pollicitatione lacta- 
Terant] diaputationibua «t scrtptig, mirifice conflic- 
tavit. Denique contra eorum apertissimas blasphe- 
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tniaa, utrumque Dei testamentum diligeatiori exainiiie 
et £liicidati'Oit& explanaTit. Si in plerisque, at ei 
a mulLis impotiitur, delirsTit, tempori est inipu- 
uuiduiQ, in quo fere omnia erant hy poc litamm ne- 
bulia obscorata, MeUorem c&rte t^teris omnibus 
per earn eetntem aavavit in sciipturis operam. De 
verbonim simplicitate Don eat quod coaqueriteotur 
bomipea, cum a vocflibulis sestimwidft hod sit seterni 
patris Veritas. PrBeclara. scripsit opuscuia, ut prse- 
dictus Tritemiixs habet, qiiibus oomeD suum cele- 
briter deveoit ad posteritntis notitia-in. — Doctor Mar- 
tinos Lutlierus, in ae^imdo et dodo cBpitibus in 
Genesim, ae ideo dicit am&Tisae Lyranmn atque inter 
optimo3 posuisae, qiiod prse ceteris interpretibus 
diligenter fuerit historiam ptosecutus. Claruit 
A. C. 1337, quo Danielem esposuit, ac Parisiis 
demum obiiase (■ertwr." 



THE END. 
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